Verstappen vs Leclerc F1’s new duel 
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Another fine fight between 
the F1 2022 title contenders? 


Just two races in and it seems as though Formula 1 has its headline 
battle for 2022: Charles Leclerc versus Max Verstappen, Ferrari versus 
Red Bull. Both were impressive last weekend and the score is now 1-1. 
The events of last weekend raised several questions about whether 
Fi should be going to Saudi Arabia (see[pages 4] andfi3}, but Sunday’s 
GP indicated that the new breed of Fi cars is capable of providing fine 
racing. And that Leclerc has the racecraft to take on Verstappen {p16). 
Maybe it’s too much to ask, but it would be good if Mercedes could 
make it a three-way fight sooner rather than later. We’ll take a look 
at what needs to happen for that to be possible next week. 


e From this week’s issue, Autosport magazine’s cover price has 
increased to £4.99. We worked hard to keep the price stable during 
the challenges of the coronavirus pandemic, but recent increases in 
fuel, paper, printing and distribution costs have unfortunately made 
the rise unavoidable. The price for existing subscribers will stay at its 
previous level until they renew at the end of their subscription period, 
when it will increase by £1 per issue. We have offered different terms 
in recent years, so please check your account for your specific 
situation. We will, of course, continue to provide our extensive, 
expert and in-depth coverage of all the major motorsport series, 
from Formula 1 all the way through to grassroots UK club racing. 
Thank you to all our readers for your support. 
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Saudi GP future in doubt after missile 


Formula 1 drivers have called for talks over 
the future of the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix 
after a missile attack near the track at last 
weekend’s event led to discussions of a 
potential boycott of the race. 

A missile launched by the Houthis, with 
whom Saudi Arabia has been in conflict for 
seven years, struck an Aramco oil facility 
less than 10 miles from the Jeddah Corniche 
Circuit midway through opening practice 
last Friday. Talks took place with the drivers 
shortly before FP2, which was delayed by 
15 minutes, before longer discussions 
were held that evening. 

Fi CEO Stefano Domenicali and FIA 
president Mohammed Ben Sulayem 


= Boycott talks didn’t reach 
Kyalami 1982 levels. Here 
are Lauda and Patrese 
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emerged from the first meeting saying that 
the weekend would continue as planned and 
be run safely, leaving the drivers to complete 
their routine drivers’ briefing. But following 
that briefing, the drivers remained in the 
room and shared their concerns about 
continuing with the race weekend, 

and agreed not to race. 

This led to further talks including the 
team bosses, F1 officials and the local 
authorities, who gave assurances that the 
race weekend could continue safely. The 
drivers emerged happy to race from the 
meeting in the early hours of Saturday, 
after more than four hours together. 

The Grand Prix Drivers’ Association 
issued a statement after the meeting 
explaining its concerns: “Perhaps it is hard 


to comprehend if you have never driven an F1 
car on this fast and challenging Jeddah track 
but, on seeing the smoke from the incident, 

it was difficult to remain a fully focused race 
driver and erase natural human concerns.” 

Mercedes F1 boss Toto Wolff said there 
was “no arm-twisting” to get the drivers to 
race, with the discussion instead an open 
one involving all parties to ensure that the 
security measures in place remained robust. 

While the remainder of the weekend 
continued safely, a number of drivers felt 
there still needed to be talks about the future 
of the Saudi race. “I think there will need to 
be discussions after this race,” said Ferrari’s 
Carlos Sainz Jr after qualifying on Saturday. 
“Because clearly what has happened in the 
last 24 hours is... it’s definitely a point 
of discussion and consideration that 
we need to take going into the future.” 

Sainz’s Ferrari team-mate Charles Leclerc 
echoed his thoughts, saying: “It’s definitely 
a discussion that we should have after this 
race, once everything calms down and we'll 
look back at it, and then we’ll see.” 

Saudi Arabia joined the F1 calendar in 2021 
after signing a 10-year contract worth around 
£500million. The race is due to move from 
Jeddah to the newly built city of Qiddiya in 
around 2025. The event has regularly been 
cited as the latest example of Saudi Arabia 
‘sportswashing’ its human rights record, but 
Domenicali said Fi was “not blind” to the 
ongoing issues in the country. 
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“Of course, there are tensions inside, 
there are things that have to be improved,” 
said Domenicali. “We don’t want to be 
political on that. But I do believe that we 
are playing a very important role in the 
modernisation of this country. We are 
focused, of course, on making sure that 
these are the centre of our agenda.” 

Domenicali rejected suggestions of 
hypocrisy in F1’s termination of the 
Russian GP’s contract following its 
invasion of Ukraine while continuing 
to race in Saudi Arabia. “It is a matter of 
definition: is a terrorist attack a war?” he 
said. “We are talking about sport; we are of 
course in contact with all the authorities 
and with all the embassies, with all the 
right governing bodies. And of course, 
we will follow that and we will never 
be in a situation that can jeopardise 
the safety of our people.” 

Drivers also felt that there was a need for 
further talks about the safety of the circuit 
following Mick Schumacher’s heavy crash in 
qualifying that ruled him out of the grand 
prix (see[p24). Tweaks were made for this 
year to try to improve visibility after last 
season’s inaugural race was filled with 
incidents and crashes, but Sainz said the 
track remained “on the limit” for safety and 
that the changes were the “smallest ever”. 


P13 | 


GASLY NEEDS 
DOC DUE TO 
‘SCREAMING’ 
WITH PAIN 


AlphaTauri Formula 1 
driver Pierre Gasly was 
left screaming in pain and 
“dying inside the car” due 
to experiencing intestinal 
pain during last Sunday’s 


Saudi Arabian Grand Prix. 


Gasly, who said that 
he struggled with the 
problem over the last 15 
laps of the Jeddah race, 
managed to keep going 
and finish in eighth place. 

“Tt’s been the most 
painful last 15 laps of my 
entire career,” Gasly said 
immediately after the 
race. “I don’t know 
what’s happened with 
my intestine, but I was 


dying inside the car, I was 
screaming because of 
pain, and I’m just happy 
the race is done and we 
managed to secure the P8. 

“On braking and every 
left corner I had the 
feeling like there was 
someone stabbing inside 
the intestine, so it 
was not nice. 

“Tt was mainly on the 
right side, so I need to 
see the doctor. The last 
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five laps it was just about 
surviving, and I was just 
massively in pain. So just 
counting the laps to the 
end, and that’s why I’m 
happy we managed to 
finish the race in P8.” 
Gasly later posted a 
photo on Instagram of 
himself checked over by 
a doctor while raising a 
middle finger to the 
camera and smiling. 
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Hulkenberg stands in again 


finishing 12th, ahead of full-time 
Aston Martin driver Lance Stroll, 


Formula 1 supersub Nico Hulkenberg 
continued to deputise for Sebastian 
Vettel at Aston Martin for last 
weekend’s Saudi Arabian Grand 
Prix after the four-time world 
champion failed to return a 
negative COVID-19 test result. 
Vettel tested positive just 
before the Bahrain season-opener, 
prompting Aston to draft in reserve 
driver Hulkenberg for his first F1 
start since October 2020. Vettel 
continued to test positive in the 
build-up to the Jeddah weekend, 
meaning Hulkenberg continued. 
Hulkenberg qualified 18th before 


but lamented the timing of the safety 
car. “It’s unfortunate, but you can’t 
control these things,” he said. “I’m 
very pleased. I drove a clean race, 
faultless, which is all I could ask 

for given I’m the old rusty guy! 

“The last 10 days were very 
unexpected, very eventful, busy, very 
intense, but I enjoyed them. I think 
in a few years’ time, I’ll look back 
to this with happy memories.” 

Aston Martin said that it 
anticipates Vettel will return in 
time for next week’s Australian 
Grand Prix in Melbourne. 
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Plato in BTC 
Honda for first 
hybrid test 


The British Touring Car Championship’s 
new hybrid era got under way at 
Donington Park on Tuesday of this week 
with the first of three official pre-season 
tests, and the talk was of a driver who 
made his series debut when fuel cost 
just 58p per litre taking to the cockpit 

of one of the most competitive cars. 

Two-time BTCC champion Jason 
Plato, who holds the all-time series wins 
record on 97, appears to be in line to join 
BTC Racing to pilot a Honda Civic Type 
R, and had his first taste of the car once 
the fog, which caused a delayed start 
to the day, had lifted. 

BTC had stayed resolutely silent 
throughout the silly season while other 
deals were done and speculated. What 
was known was that Josh Cook, third 
in the 2021 standings, and Jade Edwards 
were near-certain to stay, and that Senna 
Proctor, who had his best season yet 
after a last-gasp deal with the team, 
was working hard to remain on board. 

Then came a flood of BTC news. 


®geavisMorgan. 


Collard was at the 
wheel of one of the 
Speedworks Toyotas 
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Former head of McLaren customer 
racing Danny Buxton, who ran Cook to 
runner-up in the 2014 Clio Cup under 
the SV Racing banner and has retained 
a mentoring and coaching role with the 
highly rated West Country redhead, was 
confirmed as BTC’s new team principal, 
allowing owner Steve Dudman to step 
back from day-to-day operations. Then 
came the news that Edwards will drive 
in 2022, followed swiftly by Cook. 

Plato, who had a tough year with the 
Power Maxed Racing Vauxhall team in 
2021, then joined the pair at Donington, 

s New liveries: Jackson’s 
Motorbase Ford (left) 
and Hill’s WSR BMW 


Plato tested BTC Honda, 
and looks good to join 


Cook and Edwards in 2022 


and he is believed to be highly likely to 
race for BTC this year in place of Proctor, 
who has struggled to raise a budget. 

“Tt’s great to have him in the car,” said 
Buxton. “He’s had a number of months 
out and he just wanted to blow the 
cobwebs away. It’s good to get his 
insight into the Civic FK8 and get some 
supportive feedback to go with Josh’s and 
Jade’s. I know Jason well — we’ve worked 
together before. I’m looking forward to 
seeing what he thinks of the car and 
seeing if we can build from there.” 

Among all its announcements, BTC 
confirmed a three-car line-up, meaning 
that it has not taken up the loan of a 
fourth TBL entrants’ licence for 2022. 
Fellow Honda squad Team Dynamics 
and Toyota team Speedworks 
Motorsport have likewise handed back 
the third TBLs loaned to them, so are 
sticking at two cars apiece. That appears 
to kybosh any chance of three-time 
champion and Dynamics boss Matt Neal 
rejoining the grid for 2022, as well as 
Nicolas Hamilton’s hopes of staying in 
the BTCC via a switch to Speedworks. 

As expected, Speedworks had 
ex-BMW junior Ricky Collard out 
alongside Rory Butcher, but neither 
team nor driver has confirmed what is 
understood to be as good as a done deal. 

As Autosport went to press, 22 of the 
projected 29-car field for 2022 had taken 
to the track at Donington, with at least 
18 of them understood to be fitted with 
the new Cosworth hybrid system. BMW 
squad West Surrey Racing topped the 
times, with Colin Turkington and 
Stephen Jelley running 1-2 as the field 
broke for lunch on the team’s first track 
running of the hybrid, following a 
shakedown at MIRA on Monday. 


The new Vanwall-badged Le Mans Hypercar built by World Endurance Championship stalwart ByKolles is ready to run. The Gibson-engined non-hybrid 
prototype christened the Vanwall Vandervell LMH had its entry for this year’s WEC rejected, but is set for a shakedown early in April at the Most circuit in 
the Czech Republic. Team boss Colin Kolles insisted that the car will be ready to race in the series next year if his squad “receives a welcome”. The new 


in-house design will also form the basis of a 1000bhp/1000kg hybrid road car and a trackday variant. Image by ByKolles 


W Series names 17 
for its third season 


The W Series has confirmed its 
17 full-time drivers for the 2022 
season, with five newcomers. 
Eleven of the top 12 from the 
2021 standings will be racing the 
Alfa Romeo-engined Tatuus 
machinery, beginning with the 
Miami Grand Prix support 
round in May. These include 
reigning champion Jamie 
Chadwick, 2021 runner-up Alice 
Powell plus Powell’s protegee 
Abbi Pulling, who gets her first 
full season after impressing in 
selected outings last year (right). 


Russian Irina Sidorkova, ninth 
in the 2021 points, is missing 
from the line-up in the wake 
of her country’s invasion of 
Ukraine, the series saying that 
she “will not compete in W 
Series until further notice” 

Bruna Tomaselli, 15th last year, 
is on board alongside Emma 
Kimilainen, Nerea Marti, Sarah 
Moore, Beitske Visser, Fabienne 
Wohlwend, Belen Garcia, Jessica 
Hawkins and Marta Garcia. 

The newcomers are 16-year- 
old Danish F4 race winner Juju 
Noda (daughter of ex-racer 
Hideki), Czech Tereza Babickova, 


| 


Filipina Bianca Bustamante, 
American Chloe Chambers and 
Dutchwoman Emely de Heus. 
Selection tests to join the top 
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eight from 2021 automatically 
qualified for an entry were 
held at Barcelona and Inde 
Motorsports Ranch in Arizona. 
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Thiim, 
Sorensen and 
Martin form an 

all-star line-up for 
lead Beechdean 
Vantage 


— 


ASTON MARTIN 
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Aston in full factory GT assault | 


GT WORLD CHALLENGE EUROPE 


Vantage GT3 shared by Beechdean boss 


The Aston Martin flag will be flown in the 
GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup 
for the first time this year by an all-factory 
driver line-up. Two-time World Endurance 
Championship title winners Nicki Thiim 
and Marco Sorensen will be joined by 
fellow works driver Maxime Martin at 
the Prodrive-run Beechdean AMR squad. 
Beechdean’s return to the GITWCE brings 
Aston back to the top class of the endurance 
leg of the GI'WCE for the first time since its 
2018 and 2019 campaigns in what was then 
known as the Blancpain GT Series Endurance 
Cup with Swiss entrant R-Motorsport. The 


Andrew Howard, Valentin Hasse-Clot, who 
has been named as part of Aston Martin’s 
factory roster, and Theo Nouet. 

Howard, winner of the 2016 European 
Le Mans Series GTE title with Beechdean, 
described the move into the GIWCE as “the 
beginning of a new chapter” for the team. 
“Together with the help and collaboration 
of Aston Martin, we intend to demonstrate 
the full potential of Vantage in the world’s 
most competitive GT series,” he explained. 

Howard also outlined an aspiration to 
take outright victory in the Spa 24 Hours, 
the centrepiece round of GI WCE. “I’ve 
always wanted to win Spa outright; it’s 


star line-up will be joined by a second 


something about that Art Deco trophy — 


I’d like to see it in my cabinet one day,” he 
said. “I also like to go racing at the highest 
possible level with no restrictions.” 

Frenchman Hasse-Clot, 26, has landed a 
factory deal after winning the 2020 AMR 
academy followed by a season focused on 
GTWCE and the Asian Le Mans Series 
with Garage 59. He becomes the seventh 
full Aston works driver alongside Thiim, 
Sorensen, Martin, Jonny Adam, Charlie 
Eastwood and Ross Gunn. David Pittard, 
who was announced as a factory contractee 
last month, is now listed as a NorthWest 
AMR driver after his employer in the WEC. 

The GIWCE kicks off this weekend with 
a 52-car entry for the Imola 3 Hours enduro. 
GARY WATKINS 


Minion top among maximum 40-car field 


FORMULA REGIONAL 


A staggering total of 40 
drivers took part in last 
week’s two-day Formula 
Regional European 
Championship by Alpine 
test at Barcelona, and no 
fewer than 34 are already 
signed up for the season. 
Top of the pile on both 
days was Sicilian Gabriele 
Mini, who is staying on at 
ART Grand Prix for a second 
year in FRECA. He edged out 


Dutchman Kas Haverkort, 
who has moved to Van 
Amersfoort Racing for 
his sophomore season. 

Top rookie was Matias 
Zagazeta, the Peruvian 
who finished runner-up in 
British Formula 4 last year. 
He was fastest in the final 
session of the test to go 
third overall with G4 Racing. 
Completing the top six were 
Prema Racing pair Paul Aron 
and Dino Beganovic (who 
are Mercedes and Ferrari F1 
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juniors respectively) 
and Trident rookie 
Tim Tramnitz, who was 
runner-up in Italian and 
German F4 in 2021. 

Sole British team Arden 
has an all-Latin American 
line-up this year. Eduardo 


Barrichello, son of Rubens, 


was quickest of the trio, 
which includes Mexico’s 
reigning US F4 champion 
and Red Bull Junior Noel 
Leon, plus Paraguayan 

F4 ace Josh Durksen. 


RED BULL 


Cassidy adds DTM 
to his WEC and 
Formula E attacks 


Cassidy and Fraga in Ferraris 


DTM 


Red Bull has put the final piece of the 
jigsaw in place for a sensational DTM 
season by confirming the line-up for its 
two AF Corse-prepared Ferrari 488 GT3s, 
which will be piloted by Nick Cassidy 
and Felipe Fraga. It brings the grid to 

29 cars representing six manufacturers. 

Formula E racer Cassidy takes the place 
vacated by new Williams Formula 1 recruit 
Alex Albon in the AlphaTauri-liveried car, 
while 2021 World Endurance GTE Am 
runner-up and one-time Brazilian Stock 
Car champion Fraga replaces last year’s 
runner-up Liam Lawson in the Ferrari 
carrying Red Bull’s familiar colours. 

A spate of clashes between the DTM and 
Formula 1 support series F2 and F3 proved 
to be the main hurdle in Red Bull finalising 
its drivers for 2022, forcing it to look 
outside its stable of junior drivers. Cassidy 
briefly ran in Red Bull colours in European 
F3 in 2013, and he and Fraga have personal 
sponsorship deals with the company. 

Cassidy, who has won titles in Super GT 
and Super Formula in Japan, will race in up 
to six of the eight rounds after making a 
promising DTM debut in place of Albon at 
the Norisring last year. His DTM prospects 
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were boosted by signing a WEC deal 
with AF, where he has replaced Giancarlo 
Fisichella in the team’s #54 488 GTE Am 
car. There is only one clash between DTM 
and the WEC this year, while there are 
two between the German series and FE. 
The Red Bull announcement came hard 
on the heels of Aston Martin GT star Nicki 
Thiim being confirmed as part of the T3 
Motorsport Lamborghini team. The Dane 
will aim to follow in the footsteps of his 
father Kurt, who won the 1986 DTM title. 
“DTM! What shall I say?” said Thiim. “The 
biggest dream of my career is coming true. 
I grew up with DTM. During breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, there always was DTM 
on T'V and my dad was my hero, of course.” 
RACHIT THUKRAL 


Thiim Sr won 1986 
DTM in Rover Vitesse, 
here at Mainz-Finthen 


McKLEIN 


Get even more motorsport online 
with our 
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IN THE HEADLINES 


NEW INDY ENGINE TESTS 


Honda and Chevrolet gave their 
next-generation 2.4-litre, twin-turbo 
V6 IndyCar engines a first track test 
on the Indianapolis road course early 
this week. Scott Dixon drove the new 
Honda powerplant on Monday, while 
Josef Newgarden was at the wheel 
for Chevrolet, with Will Power due to 
take over the Chevy car on Tuesday. 
The engines, which were not running 
the Mahle-built hybrid unit with 
which they will be equipped when 
they begin racing in 2024, will replace 
the 2.2-litre twin-turbo V6s that 

have been in use since 2012. 


PEDROSA TO RACE LAMBO 


Retired MotoGP star and encumbent 
KTM test rider Dani Pedrosa is 
branching out onto four wheels this 
season. The Spaniard will contest 
three rounds of the Lamborghini 
Super Trofeo, beginning with this 
weekend’s season opener at Imola. 
Pedrosa, who will be coached at 

the FFF Racing Team by ex-F1 racer 
Vitantonio Liuzzi, will partner Antonin 
Borga, and will go on to compete 

at Misano and the Algarve circuit. 


YOUNG GERMAN AT UNITED 


German youngster Finn Gehrsitz 

has been named as completing the 
line-up alongside reigning European 
GT4 champion Bailey Voisin and Josh 
Caygill at United Autosports in the 
European Le Mans Series this season. 
Gehrsitz, 17, steps up from the Le 
Mans Cup to race the squad’s #2 
Ligier JSP320 in the LMP3 class. 


MIDDLETON IN ITALY AGAIN 
Italian-based Northumbrian Stuart 
Middleton will compete in the Italian 
GT Sprint Championship this year, 
after becoming a race winner in the 
sister Endurance series last season. 
Middleton remains at Lamborghini 
Huracan squad Imperiale Racing and 
will be joined again by 2021 co-driver 
Alberto Di Folco. The 22-year-old also 
remains part of the Lamborghini 

GT3 Junior Programme. 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


A hint of change in Verstappen 


From his fight so far with Charles Leclerc, do we detect the world champion has 


toned down his aggression compared to his duel last year with Lewis Hamilton? 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


t’s hard racing, but fair. Every race should be 
66 like this.” Charles Leclerc handled defeat in last 
I weekend’s Saudi Arabian Grand Prix well. But 
what shone through his words was his enjoyment 
of the fight against race winner Max Verstappen. 

The searing speed, the fierceness towards rivals and paddock 
personnel off track, the series of bold, on-or-over-the-limit 
overtaking moves. That is Verstappen. That is the champion of last 
season, who took on incumbent great Lewis Hamilton with such 
aggression and intensity that even one of F1’s cleanest racers had to 
rise to meet ‘do or die’ tactics to avoid falling out of the title hunt. 

So far in 2022, the opening two races of the campaign have 
featured wheel-to-wheel scraps between leading drivers from 
two different teams. Only this time, there has been no contact 
between them. The protagonists are different this time around, so 
a question arose after last weekend’s surprisingly smooth Sunday 
in Jeddah — is Verstappen racing Leclerc differently to how he did 
against Hamilton last year? The extension of sucha query is that 
the Dutchman isn’t acting quite so fiercely this time around. 

The central thrust of this argument is the absence of contact 
between the Red Bull and Ferrari drivers so far, whereas at this 
stage last year, Verstappen and Hamilton had had their Imola clash. 
Verstappen also hasn’t so far delivered any of the first-corner 
bolshiness he was regularly sending Hamilton’s way in 2021. He 


“Verstappen won't admit to 
changing his approach even 
if that has indeed happened” 


has refrained from sending overaggressive defensive moves to the 
inside of arival when being attacked, as infamously happened in 
Brazil last year and then again inJeddah as a result of the Interlagos 
move going unpunished. And Verstappen has had the chance to 
take this course of action, with Leclerc going around his outside 
thrillingly in Bahrain and slightly more straightforwardly in Jeddah. 

It’s just possible that Verstappen is thinking very differently 
this time around. Change does happen when a driver becomes a 
champion — however vociferously Verstappen argues it hasn’t — 
but the circumstances of 2022 versus 2021 are dissimilar. 

Red Bull, having taken on the mighty Mercedes squad, is battling 
Ferrari this time around. The RB18 appears to have the edge on pure 
speed and race pace when Red Bull gets everything right, and the 
team has an excellent track record of developing packages to be 


even faster. Ferrari cannot say the same based on recent evidence. 
This breeds confidence that Verstappen just doesn’t need to 
beat Leclerc to every corner as he seemingly felt he had to with 
Hamilton in 2021; he simply needs to outlast his new rival. 

Now, this suggestion can be countered by the knowledge that 
drivers on the path to becoming multiple world champions don’t 
tend torisk complacency. But Verstappen is supremely confident in 
his abilities and those of Red Bull, even with the Bahrain retirements 
in mind — after all, he’s committed his future there until 2029. And 
he hasn’t experienced bitter close defeat in an Fi title battle, such as 
Hamilton’s against Nico Rosberg in 2016. That seemingly sent the 
Briton ona quest to combine Ayrton Senna’s overall overwhelming 
approach with Alain Prost’s consistency calculations. 

The counterargument to suggestions that Leclerc is getting an 
easier time from Verstappen is that the world champion’s 
attacking moves in Bahrain were of the same super- 
uncompromising variety he has deployed before. 

Plus, last weekend’s race for the win boiled down to intriguing 
DRS-activation tactics, while Verstappen was also aware that his 
car was quicker at the end of the Jeddah straights, as it was in 
Bahrain, thanks to its low-drag arrangement. Leclerc’s Ferrari 
continues to have better acceleration but with a lower top speed, 
and in Jeddah Verstappen didn’t need to attack from so far back 
because the three DRS zones, and following being easier with 
the new car,s kept him very close. 

When assessing the fights so far between Verstappen and 
Leclerc and comparing them to those of 2021 with Hamilton, 
the reality must surely be that Verstappen is racing just as hard 
as ever, but while still working out the best overtaking strategy 
with the new cars, and more than likely he has taken on board 
the key lessons of last year. 

Leclerc is also driving at achampion’s level so far in 2022. His 
defeat to Verstappen in Austria three years ago means he knows 
he must match his rival’s aggression levels in battle, but at the 
same time he is taking a Hamilton-like approach to avoiding 
clashes and deploying smart racing tactics. 

Anda final suggestion for why the leading scrap so far in 2022 
feels different to that of last year is that in terms of the sporting 
spectacle at least, the action in Jeddah last weekend got nowhere 
near the disgraceful scenes of 2021. 

In any case, Verstappen won’t admit to changing his approach 
even if that has indeed happened. It’s just not his way — he doesn’t 
want to give out motivation to rivals while always looking for an 
edge. But whatever Verstappen’s current stance, that plus Leclerc’s 
equal brilliance has lit up the start of F1’s new era..# 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Can F1 live without Saudi Arabia? 


There’s an argument that F1 should — and as the calendar of races looks set to expand 
further, the financial incentives to continue might well become easier to resist 


LUKE SMITH 


am so happy the weekend is done. I’m also just so 
‘66 happy that everyone is safe and I’m just looking 
I forward to getting out.” Lewis Hamilton spoke for 
much of the Formula 1 paddock last Sunday night 
after the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix as one of the 
series’most turbulent weekends in recent years came to an end. 

The missile strike by Houthis on an Aramco oil facility less than 
10 miles from the track inJeddah on Friday plunged the race into 
doubt, leading to four hours of talks between drivers. They agreed 
not torace, only for talks with team bosses and Fi officials to lead 
to reassurances from government security forces that the GP 
weekend could continue safely. 

Andit did. With the exception of Mick Schumacher’s huge crash 
in qualifying — which we’ll get back to — things went smoothly. 
The race offered plenty of overtaking and another thrilling 
climax between Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc. 

But no matter how good the race was, it cannot detract from the 
narrative about F1’s future in Saudi Arabia, and whether it should 
go back. The debate about the morals of racing in Saudi Arabia is 
hardly anew one. Ever since plans to race there were first 
announced, F1 has found itself involved in the‘sportswashing’ 
debate, joining a raft of sporting leagues and series to have 
expanded into Saudi Arabia — and pick up a handsome fee 
reported to be in the region of £5omillion per year. 


“Regardless of how good the 
race was in the end, some big 
questions need to be asked” 


Leading figures have always maintained that the goal of F1 
is to have a positive impact and assist lasting cultural change. 

On Saturday, CEO Stefano Domenicali said F1 was“not blind” to 
concerns about racing in Saudi Arabia, but he felt that the series 
was “playing a very important role in the modernisation” of the 
country, adding: “You cannot pretend to change a culture that is 
more than a millennium [old] ina blink of an eye.” Toto Wolff said 
he would “rather come here and make the spotlight shine on the 
region so it needs to be ina better place, rather than say, ‘I’m not 
going there, I don’t want to hear anything of it,” 

The moral question is one that was put to many drivers at both 
the inaugural event last December and at last weekend’s race. 
Hamilton admitted last year that he did not feel comfortable 
racing in Saudi Arabia, and said last Friday before practice that 


his position“is still the same’, and that “we need to see more” 
to show that positive change is occurring. It may not happen 
overnight, but there can at least be more signs of progress 
each time we come back to answer the inevitable questions. 

A number of drivers noted that they do not decide where 
Fichooses to race, which is true. But by considering a boycott 
and at one stage agreeing not to race, the drivers may well have 
made an important stand that does prompt arethink. Ferrari 
pair Carlos Sainz Jr and Charles Leclerc were especially 
articulate about the subject (sedpage 4). 

Sainz also felt that Schumacher’s huge crash in qualifying 
again underlined how the track was “a bit on the limit” for 
safety. Some alterations were made for this year, but the 
nature of the site on the Corniche means that some other 
desired changes will take time to be put in place. While all 
street circuits holda greater element of risk, the Jeddah track 
seems to push that to the very limit. The longer lead time until 
the 2023 race will hopefully give greater opportunity for 
safety standards to take a bigger step forward. 

Heading into the weekend, there was a lot of noise surrounding 
Domenicali’s interview with Sky Sports in Bahrain, during 
which he claimed that there could be 30 races on the calendar 
if F1 wanted. He pointed out that the Concorde Agreement 
limits the schedule to 24 rounds, which means that, with the 
additions of Qatar and soon-to-be-announced Las Vegas, 
something will have to give next year. Rotation is likely, but 
it’s agood sign that business is booming and F1 has really 
hit the mainstream like never before. The impact of Drive 
to Survive bringing new fans to Fi has been enormous, and 
the interest from so many new markets is only a good thing. 
The on-track product is continuing to deliver too this year. 

It all proves that F1is in excellent health. 

But F1 does need to have a real think now about where things 
stand for Saudi Arabia. This was only year two of a10-season 
contract, and there is a plan to relocate to the new city of Qiddiya 
around 2025. But with interest at sucha high level, can F1 now 
afford to be more fussy about where it wants to race? 

More and more races want to join the calendar, but it is the 
traditional venues that appear to be increasingly at risk, despite 
their reputation and special place within the hearts of fans. 
Although few (if any) races can stump up the same kind of cash 
that Saudi Arabia pays, Fi would surely manage without it on 
the schedule if it decided that the cost of being a force for good 
in the kingdom was proving too great. 

Few will look at the past weekend and deem it to have beena 
success for Fi — regardless of how good the race was in the end — 
meaning some big questions need to be asked..¥ 
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The report essentially shrugs its shoulders and claims it was ‘human error? 
Well I suppose that makes everything OK then! 


NEIL DAVEY 


Stain on the sport remains 
So, the FIA have taken three months to compile a report into 
the Abu Dhabi debacle, areport which essentially shrugs its 
shoulders and claims it was‘human error’ Well I suppose that 
makes everything OK then! Michael Masihas been defended, 
notably by Red Bull, amid claims he was under a great deal of 
pressure; no, the guy screwed up big time! 

None of the teams should have been able to gain access to him 
during the race, certainly not to give him ‘guidance’as to what he 


The FIA may well want to brush all this under the carpet in this 
manner, that it’s all behind us now and the fans and the teams can 
be happy the issue has been resolved. They may wish to think 
that but for me, andI suspect many others, a bad taste has 
been left in my mouth anda stain on the sport remains. 

Neil Davey 
Newport, South Wales 


Really the right place to race? 


should do regarding the ending of the safety car period. There are/ 
were clear regulations as to the operation of the safety car andthe 
procedures to be followed so there was no reason for Masito try and 
‘spice things up’ with acontrived finish, which his decision resulted 
in. Ican see noreason why the race couldn’t have ended under the 
safety car as it was obvious that it was impossible for all the lapped 


In the days of apartheid, when most other sports were boycotting 
South Africa, Formula 1 was happy to visit. In recent times, we have 
been given the impression the sport has developeda sense of social 
responsibility; this moral burnishing of the image is decidedly 
negated by staging a grand prix in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Graeme Innes-Johnstone 
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RACE CENTRE 


FORMULA 1 


VERSTAPPEN PIPS 
LECLERC IN EPIC DUEL 


Just as in Bahrain, it was Red Bull versus Ferrari, but this time the 


reigning world champion took a narrow win after a fine battle 


MATT KEW 
motorsport 
PHOTOGRAPHY IMAGES Pp 


—S snes 


b. i ‘ ae ch WT 5 . | ) ——+—___! ne _—_ 
’ ~~ « = ; | ’ . f : . 4 é as 66 
; " . : —— ¢ > } | a | + 
7 “4 pees Ge 4h! ‘| oo ’ v ee Be be +h 
4 fi j ’ > i i i 
. - oF 


_ 
> 
a) 


» 6 
:* 2 


igt: 


_ 
—_——_——~ 


- 
— 
> 
a 
[= 
lu 
a 


16 AUTOSPORT.COM 31 MARCH 2022 


Bisines uP A aoe) AMD 


le aiahch an eeeae Ne 7 tae 
© 
7 


Perez leads from 
the start, while 
Sainz (left) is about 
to get boxed in and 
fall to fourth 


hree spikes of oversteer went along way to deciding the 
captivating contest in the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix. 
As asign that the rear tyres on Charles Leclerc’s Ferrari 
were beginning to cry mercy, the back end of his F1-75 
squirmed out of line just a little when he turned into the 
final corner five laps from home. Then the rubber broke 
traction again, this time as the power was applied the 
other side of the apex. One lap later, the back axle tried 
to overtake the front once more as he entered Turn 27. 
Those brief moments of waywardness left Leclerc 
prey to Max Verstappen, who by now had spent the 
better part of two races observing and understanding 
what it takes to overcome his composed and calculated 
rival in wheel-to-wheel combat. The Red Bull driver then pounced for 
what would become the first victory of his title defence. 

That was the climax to the thrilling show Formula 1 delivered on the 
Jeddah Corniche Circuit as DRS and the new 18-inch Pirellis, rather 
than the shift to ground-effect, produced a frenetic race with passing 
aplenty. But it was a grand prix that might not have happened at all. 

Drivers vacillated for more than four hours as Friday night rolled into 
Saturday morning. They each took turns to voice their concerns and 
consider a boycott in response to the Houthi missile strike on a nearby 
Aramco oil facility. Saudiand independent security officials pressed 
home that the venue was indeed safe after what many considered to 
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be astatement attack from the Yemeni rebels rather than a direct 
threat to life. Series bosses, team principals and the drivers were 
assured that they would be protected by the anti-missile defence 
system (a quite incredible point to consider in the context of amotor 
race), the range of which didn’t span to the targeted petrol plant. 

With the second running of the country’s GP eventually set 
to go ahead as part of an original 10-year and £50omillion deal 
between Fi and Saudi Arabia, Sergio Perez got to start from the 
front thanks to his first pole position. 

Perez and his team-mate enjoyed the better launches. The 
Mexican held the middle of the road into Turn 1 to ensure that second- 
starting Leclerc stayed in his place. That forced the lead driver from the 
second row of the grid, Carlos Sainz Jr, to check his speed into the left- 
hander to miss his Ferrari stablemate. As the circuit snaked back 
onitself for Turn 2, Verstappen was presented witha window of 
opportunity to tiptoe his car around the outside of Sainz for third. 

While Perez escaped to acontrolled lead that peaked above two 
seconds in the opening five laps, Verstappen was struggling to excite 
his set of fresh C3 medium tyres into their optimum window and 
mount acharge after Bahrain GP victor Leclerc.“I didn’t really feel 
that happy on the medium,’ said the reigning world champion. “All 
the time when you would get close to the car ahead, the tyres would 
die. So, there was not much racing going on. It was a little bit frustrating 
to just sit there and wait for the right lap to pit so you could go onto the 


other tyres, because as soon as we went on tothe hard tyre, 
Thad amuch better feeling.” 

Two-time grand prix winner Perez was happier on the yellow-walled 
hard rubber, which he stretched to lap 15 as Leclerc began to increase 
the pace to bring the gap down to1.6s. Ferrarithen called its driver 
into the pits with the instruction “box to overtake” before reversing 
its decision. But the Red Bull strategists had already responded 


“IT WAS A LITTLE BIT FRUSTRATING 
TO JUST SIT THERE AND WAIT FOR 


THE RIGHT LAP TO PIT” 


by putting their driver on the undercut. Perez was called into the 
pits for his one stop anda switch to fresh hard tyres — the same 
plan was executed by the eventual top eight finishers. 

The plan ultimately failed for a cocktail of reasons. The tyre change 
itself was without obvious error but, at 2.98, a few tenths were lost. 
Perez then rejoined the track behind the Mercedes of George Russell, 
who had beenrunning in fifth place, and, owing to the different tyre- 
blanket regulations in 2022, Perez needed time to get some temperature 


HONE 


Latifi’s crash brought out 
the safety car and cost 
Perez his victory shot 


in the rubber. But what decisively consigned Perez to alost win was 
the yellow flag that came out just as he cleared the first sector. 

It was waved on account of Nicholas Latifi shunting out of the race, 
after also binning the Williams in Q1. The Canadian endeda torrid 
weekend when he leaned on the right pedal too hard and too soon at 
Turn 27. He overcorrected the slide to put himself on a collision 
course with the outside wall. Despite locking all four corners as 
he jumped on the brakes, the FW 44 pinged into the concrete. >> 
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The flags morphed into a virtual then full safety car and, under 
neutralised conditions, nine drivers hit the pits. Leclerc, Verstappen 
and Sainz made the most of their cheaper stops to leapfrog Perez. 
The Monegasque emerged in the lead, while Verstappen narrowly 
escaped his pitbox without contact as Sainz arrived at his. 

Sainz then had arun-in with the next Red Bull. Perez, delayed 
behind Russell, had nipped past the Mercedes and at the safety car line, 
which Sainz narrowly reached first, squeezed the rejoining Ferrari 
against the Turn 2 perimeter. Despite the suspect move, there was 
no call for Perez to duck back behind the Spaniard until green-flag 
conditions returned after five laps. 

Sainz reckoned that decision was “very strange”.“As a sport, we 
need to keep analysing these things because we could simplify things 
so much more if Checo would have just given me the position during 
the safety car, which basically would have given me an opportunity to 
fight Max at the restart and would have given Checo an opportunity to 
fight me. We created a mess that for me is unnecessary... there were 
millions of opportunities for Checo to let me by and have a good fight 
at the restart. If would have got passed by Russell for example, what 
would we have done and would Checo have had to let by Russell and 
me? That would have been tremendously unfair.” 

When the safety car peeled in at the end of lap 20, it wouldn’t be 
the last time in the race that events mimicked proceedings from 
Bahrain the previous weekend, for Verstappen tried to intimidate 
Leclerc at the restart by placing his car alongside, only for his line 
to be compromised out of the final corner. The Ferrari squeezed 


“AS A SPORT, WE NEED TO KEEP 
ANALYSING THESE THINGS. WE 
CREATED AN UNNECESSARY MESS” 


him tight and sprinted away to an early advantage by sweeping 
across the asphalt to break the tow. 

The Ferrari had anarrow1.6s lead come lap 37 before a second 
virtual safety car was called into play. This time it was to account 
for the trio of retirements of Fernando Alonso’s Alpine (sudden power 
loss while battling with Kevin Magnussen for what might have been an 
eventual seventh), Daniel Ricciardo (occupying 11th when the driveline 
shut down shortly after team orders to let McLaren team-mate Lando 
Norris by) and Valtteri Bottas’s Alfa Romeo (15th, overheating). 

On lap 41,10 tours from the chequered flag, the race restarted 
for the final time and gave the best indication yet of the contrast 
between how the RB18 and F1-75 generate pace. Verstappen was 
conceding tenths to Leclerc in the twistier first sector as the 
Ferrari efficiently sliced through the medium-speed corners. 


Verstappen locks up as he 
and Leclerc try not to be 
first to the DRS line §y 


20 JAUTOSPORT.COM|31 MARCH 2022 


Sainz crossed the safety car 
line ahead of Perez but 
then got forced wide 


That corresponded with Ferrari principal Mattia Binotto confirming 
that the team had opted for a higher- downforce set-up on Sunday 

to hopefully mitigate tyre degradation, which ultimately turned 

out to be less than the Maranello concern had anticipated. 

Red Bull chose torun its car inamore slippery state of tune, 
Verstappen using the rebadged Honda engine to smash through 
the speed trap 1.4mph faster than anyone else in the race. Just as Perez 
had more than recovered the 0.3s he dropped through the opening 
corners in Q3 toclaim pole, Verstappen used the power unit’s grunt 
on F1’s fastest street track to tear chunks out of Leclerc. 

The gap fell from 1.6s to four tenths but, even then, Verstappen 
couldn’t be assured of defeating Leclerc. That was on account of the 
example set in Bahrain prior to both Red Bulls retiring with a fuel- 
vacuum issue. At Sakhir, Leclerc had found the spare brain capacity 
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Leclerc led for 30 of the 50 
laps but Verstappen was 
never far behind 


to work out where to ideally cede track position to Verstappen. He 
settled on falling into second place just before the DRS detection line 
over the course of three laps to immediately gain the overtaking aid 
and then repass for the lead and seal the eventual spoils. 

It had worked seven days prior and, initially, Verstappen didn’t appear 
wise to Leclerc repeating his trick. The faster Red Bull gained a powerful 
tow with DRS down the back straight, and at the first opportunity, 
pounced for position into Turn 27 on lap 42. But the Ferrari driver was 
happy to give up the inside of the track and lose the place, since he had 
crossed the next DRS line behind to gain the overtaking aid down the 
main straight. Leclerc put ona show for his mechanics as he edged 
back into first while parallel with the Ferrari pitwall perch. 

Then, in its comfort zone, the F1-75 devoured the first sector to 
scamper into ais cushion. As the pair crossed over into the second 
half of the lap, however, it was then advantage RB18. 

By now, Verstappen had caught on to Leclerc’s strategy and wasn’t 
going to be toyed with for the fifth time in two races. Despite the 
overspeed and the inside line, he stamped on the anchors into the 
last corner to send two puffs of smoke from the fronts as they locked. 
Shedding the speed so violently meant that this time it was Leclerc 
who was first over the DRS line to hand the boost tothe Red Bull. 

That didn’t pay off, though. Such was the concession Verstappen had 
made to retain second place that he was too far back to attempt a lunge 
into Turn 1, and had to sit behind the Ferrari for another lap. In the heat 
of the battle, Verstappen had time to complain about Leclerc pushing 
his luck with track limits. The somewhat curt response from race 
engineer Gianpiero Lambiase was: “You calm down. Let us do our 
work, mate. Just keep your head down.” 

Lap 45 was a perfect snapshot of the battle: Leclerc bolted to the 
fastest first sector of the race, Verstappen responded with a blistering 
second sector. And then to complete the lap, two of the three bouts of 
Leclerc’s critical oversteer arrived at Turn 27 to cost back-to-back 
victories. Then from spinning up, the rears were too hot to give Leclerc 
another blinding first half alap to escape the clutches of the Red Bull. 


SAUDI ARABIAN GP 


QUALIFYING 


A first pole for Sergio Perez wasn’t on the cards. Partly because 
he’d never managed that feat in 216 previous Formula 1 
weekends (he started 214 grands prix, but he had qualified for 
the 2011 Monaco and 2014 Malaysian GPs that he didn’t start), 
and because it would necessitate eclipsing Max Verstappen, 
who was only a few hundred metres away from setting one of 
the all-time great qualifying laps at the venue last year before 
tagging the wall. The surprise last weekend also came on 
account of Red Bull sacrificing its one-lap pace to focus on race 
performance, and yet still the lead RB18 trumped the Ferraris. 
Despite Charles Leclerc’s practice clean sweep, it was Ferrari 
team-mate Carlos Sainz Jr who more successfully turned 
up the wick to top Q1 and Q2. The Bahrain runner-up then 
delivered the Q3 yardstick after the first round of flying laps to 
sit on provisional pole by four hundredths over Leclerc. But the 
top 10 shootout would then go awry for the team when neither 
driver satisfactorily switched on a brand-new set of soft tyres. 
That hesitation most hurt Sainz, who failed to improve. 
Meanwhile, Leclerc did his heavy lifting in the first sector as he 
found a tenth on his final flier to pip Sainz with a 1m28.225s. 
That seemed a surefire pole-winner, until Perez stole the 
show. His first Q3 run was stymied by glancing the kerbs at 
Turn 10, his second initially blunted by dropping 0.3s over the 
first half of the lap. Then the Red Bull-badged Honda engine 
stretched its legs on the run to the final corner. Perez buzzed 


the timing line at 1m28.200s 
to nail pole by 0.025s. “THIS IS THE MOST 
“If |can get pole here, | can 
get pole anywhere,” he said. DEMANDING PLACE 
“This is definitely the most T0 GET THE PERFECT 
demanding place to get the LAP Aa THE LEVEL 
perfect lap - the level of 

risk, the level of precision OF RISK IS JUST 

is just tremendous.” TREMENDOUS” 

Verstappen’s evening of 
oversteer returned fourth ahead of Esteban Ocon. Nine tenths 
off the pace, George Russell led what Toto Wolff labelled the 
“totally unacceptable” Mercedes front. Worse, Lewis Hamilton 
was 1.5s adrift in Q1 and knocked out in the opening part of 
qualifying for the first time since Brazil 2017. Only, unlike his 
Interlagos crash, this elimination was on merit or lack thereof 
as the W13 was “undriveable” and “so nervous” at the rear. 

The timetable was delayed by 57 minutes after Mick 
Schumacher lost his Haas over an exit kerb and rammed the 
Turn 12 wall in Q2. The gearbox falling out of the back of the 
car (as per the safety design brief) when it was craned, plus 
steam-cleaning of the track extended the stoppage. Schumacher 
was assessed and released from hospital; Haas elected not 
to rush repairs ahead of Australia so withdrew the car. 
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TRACKSIDE VIEW 


As Charles Leclerc will later 
demonstrate when he clonks the 
inside wall to knock the tracking 
out on his Ferrari in second practice, 
there’s no room for error through 
Turns 4 and 5 on the Jeddah 
Corniche Circuit. That’s where 
Autosport is based for FP1 - in the 
shadow of a half-built high-rise - 
to observe the medium-speed 
direction change. 

The blind entry into a tight 
left-hander that then opens into a 
more sweeping and very dusty right 
is not asequence where drivers can 
diverge and take multiple lines. 
Concrete barriers are too close for 
that. The knack here is instead to 
keep it tight to the painted lines and 
minimise the distance travelled, 
while avoiding the inside kerb 
that might unsettle the car. 

It’s not long before Autosport is 
asking itself a small-scale ‘chicken 
and egg’ question. Does the Alfa 
Romeo look so strong because the 
C42 has the shortest wheelbase and 
is the lightest? Or does just knowing 
these traits lull us into thinking it’s 
a lithe racer? The eventual timings 
would indicate the former, thanks 
to Valtteri Bottas running to third in 
the session and sitting only three 
tenths off pacesetter Leclerc. 

It’s not just visually stimulating to 
watch the Alfa. The outer edge of 
the floor is audibly kissing the 


Alfa Romeo looks lithe 
as cloud of smoke starts 
to rise in the distance 
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“THE EDGE OF THE FLOOR 
IS AUDIBLY KISSING THE 
ASPHALT — THE CAR HAS 
SOME BODY ROLL” 


asphalt - the car has some body 
roll. But this reflects the C42’s early 
form. The engineers have sussed 
out how to switch off porpoising, 
so needn’t run the car super-stiff 
to lock it into place. Instead, it 
can lean in the bends. 
Unsurprisingly, it’s only the 
energy with which the Red Bull 
RB18 changes direction that 


identifiably supersedes the Alfa’s 
agility. The AlphaTauri is in the 
ballpark, too. As for Ferrari, there’s 
no reference point. Neither Leclerc 
nor Carlos Sainz Jr has emerged 
from the pits in the first 17 minutes 
before a loose 50-metre board at 
Turn 1 needs to be retrieved and 
the red flag is waved. 

Autosport’s observations then 
move away from the asphalt and 
above the small grandstand, for 
there’s a growing cloud of dark 
smoke that’s being carried by a 
southerly wind. The handful of fans 
- the grandstand is at maybe 5% 
capacity — are totally unmoved. 


And the marshals are busy 
attending the inside kerb to 
clear tyre debris that has settled 
between each ridge of the painted 
green and white sections. 

While the track action is on 
hold, word is spreading across 
messaging services that this might 
be something more than a bonfire. 
Pinching thumb and index finger 
together to zoom out of the map on 
Autosport’s phone and plotting the 
straight line, the smoke would 
appear to be coming from broadly 
the same location as the Aramco 
plant on the edge of town... 
MATT KEW 


When the Ferrari again broke free on entry to the final corner to 
compromise Leclerc’s exit, he was almost a sitting duck in arace 
where the DRS effect had been exaggerated. Verstappen thumbed 
for the rear-wing flap and tore past his rival down the main straight 
at the start of lap 47 to take alead he wouldn’t relinquish. Leclerc 
was then forced to abort Turn 2 because of a half-baked sniff 
around the outside in retaliation. He was able to stay in touch, 
the Ferrari snatching the point for fastest lap on the 48th tour. 


“TT WASN'T EASY, PLAYING TRICKS IN 
THE LAST CORNER, BUT EVENTUALLY 
| MANAGED TO GET AHEAD” 


That meant Leclerc might have had one last trick up his sleeve 
as he approached the end of the lap just over half a second behind, 
only for yellow flags to emerge, and remain, at Turn 1 to indicate that 
Williams driver Alex Albon had tagged with the Aston Martin of Lance 
Stroll as they battled down the field. The passing opportunity was 
gone, Verstappen sealing the glory by 0.549s. 

“Tt wasn’t easy, playing tricks in the last corner, but eventually I 
managed to get ahead,” said the victor.“I hada few good opportunities, 
but Charles really played it smart. It was not easy for me to actually 
get by. And of course, then I had to line myself up again to have 
another go at it. Eventually [had the go and1I got ahead but then 


Albon-Stroll clash 
robbed Leclerc of his 
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MAUGER 


Here Leclerc is about 
to repass for the lead 


once I was ahead, it was really four laps flat-out trying to stay 
ahead because Charles was consistently inmy DRS.” 

Sainz was again tough on himself in third, saying he felt 
more at home on this track in the subpar 2021 Ferrari than the new 
machine capable of wins. But an experimental set-up direction 
on Friday has moved him closer to the two main protagonists. 

A“hurt” Perez sealed fourth over Russell’s “lonely” run to fifth. 
Ahead, though, this was an amicable top two. Leclerc had pulled 
alongside Verstappen on the cool down lap to stick his thumb up, 
and then congratulated his sparring partner over the radio.“Oh 
my God, I really enjoyed that race,’ said Leclerc. “Again, it’s 
hard racing, but fair. Every race shouldbe like this.” 

It was an undeniably exciting contest, but Leclerc’s final sentiment 
might come witha health warning in that the elongated, back-to-back 
DRS zones made passing closer toa formality in many cases rather 
than the culmination of an epic scrap. It was the overtaking aid, not 
the new-for-2022 technical regulations, that should take most of 
the credit for creating the spectacle. 

Ultimately, it was a race that entertained. But as the drivers now 
desire talks over the place 
of Saudi Arabia on future F1 
calendars given events earlier 
in the weekend, the on-track 
excitement — authentic or 
otherwise — might not be 
usedas acredible way to 
argue for Jeddah to stay..# 


NEXT Fl REPORT 


14 APRIL ISSUE 
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SAUDI ARABIAN GP 


ALPINE TEAM-MATES 
GET T00 CLOSE 
FOR COMFORT 


For the second race in a row, the 
Alpine drivers were involved in a 
close fight. But in the early stages of 
their Saudi Arabian Grand Prix duel, 
Esteban Ocon and Fernando Alonso 
vied for position so often that they 
cost each other crucial time to Alfa 
Romeo’s Valtteri Bottas and forced 
Alpine to impose team orders. 

Ocon chopped across Alonso’s 
nose during the Spaniard’s first 
overtaking move on lap five, with 
Alonso then making Ocon’s Turn 2 
exit hard when he got past with DRS 
to Turn 1 two tours later. They 
continued to scrap, with Alonso 
weaving and Ocon cutting Turn 2, 
before Alpine told Ocon to “hold 
position” By then Bottas had caught 
up a second time and soon demoted 
Ocon to eighth, three places back 
from his starting spot after George 
Russell and Alonso had battled past. 

The trio ran in that order — after 
passing Nico Hulkenberg’s long- 
running Aston Martin post-safety 
car — when Bottas and Alonso were 
forced out. A cooling issue stopped 
Bottas, with Alonso’s dash reading 
“cool the car” as he lost drive. 

Ocon, who held off Lando Norris’s 
late charge when the McLaren 
showed stronger pace on the hard 
tyres, felt his fight with Alonso was 
“like a go-kart” contest. Alonso 
stressed “you need to give extra 
margin” with a team-mate involved. 


oe 


Schumach 


er misses race after 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Tae <l PROREN  eaea e 


massive qualifying shunt 


Haas driver Mick Schumacher did not 
start the 2022 Saudi Arabian Grand Prix 
because of his enormous Q2 shunt. 

The German was chasing a first career 
Q3 appearance when he had to correct a 
small oversteer snap running through 
the fast Turn 9 right with five minutes 
of the middle segment of qualifying 
remaining. This had a knock-on effect 
one corner later at Turn 10, because he 
was therefore running slightly off line 
and so went hard over the exit kerbs. 
His VF-22 bottomed out and he speared 
left into the wall on the track’s inside, 
then slid down the following short 
straight with heavy damage. 

Schumacher remained in his cockpit 
making sure he was physically “100%” 
and thinking about “being annoyed 
by the fact that this happened, and 
obviously just reflecting on what I’d just 
gone through, and what I could have 
done better” before he was attended to 
by F1’s medical car personnel. The 
23-year-old was taken to the Jeddah 


“IF WE SOLVE THE 
PORPOISING, THAT WOULD 
CURE 99°%o OF OUR ISSUES” 


George Russell on Mercedes’ continuing work to turn the 
W13 into a race winner, after he finished fifth with an 
assured Jeddah race drive that included fine passes 

on Esteban Ocon and Kevin Magnussen. 
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track’s medical centre by ambulance, 
where he was checked over and then 
helicoptered to a nearby hospital for 
a precautionary scan. This confirmed 
that he had escaped serious injury. 

Even though he was “ready to go 
racing” the next day, Haas opted against 
rushing to repair his car, for two reasons. 
One was that only the car’s survival cell 
and engine had emerged undamaged — at 
an estimated parts cost of $500,000 to 
¢$imillion. So it was decided that the lack 
of spares so early in the season meant 
Haas could not afford to rush a repair 
job and, as team boss Guenther Steiner 
put it, “find out you’ve compromised 
yourself so much because you did 
everything in a hurry” in any subsequent 
accident either in Jeddah or Melbourne. 

The race had only 18 starters: Yuki 
Tsunoda’s car suffered what AlphaTauri 
called a “driveline” problem on the way 
to the grid. That issue came a day after a 
water system problem prevented him 
from taking any meaningful part in Q1. 


ETHERINGTON 


LANDO 
NORRIS 
McLAREN 
DRIVER 


What’s your reaction 

to seventh one week 

on from such pain 

in Bahrain? 

From last week 100% 

[| would have taken it]. So, I’m 
happy. It would’ve been lovely 
to finish sixth, but | think the 
yellow flag [at Turn 1] just hurt 
me a bit, as | couldn’t gap 
Esteban [Ocon] as much as | 
needed to. Positives, | guess 
made the most of it. Just a 
shame we couldn’t have 

both cars in the points. 


How was your race overall 
from 11th to seventh? 

| don’t think we were too good 
in the first part and honestly we 


Alfa Romeo promise 


Q&A 


struggled a little 
bit with the tyres 
compared to some 
others. But we boxed 
under the safety car 
and that helped us 
gain a couple of 
positions, which is a 
little bit a part of our 
plan. But the pace on 
the hard at the end was strong. 
We jumped [Pierre] Gasly, | got 
past Daniel [Ricciardo] and 
caught Esteban towards the 
end, but [Alpine] just had much 
better straightline speed than 
us - like a lot better. 


Is the MCL36 better in races 
than qualifying? 

It’s mixed. We could have been 
ahead of the Alpines [in the 
race], and in qualifying we had 
no chance of being ahead of 
them. So you would say so. 


goes unfulfilled 


~ 


SAUDI ARABIAN GP RACE CENTRE 


Maybe it’s a bit of us going 
forward a little bit and they 
go backwards. 


Any car changes from 
Bahrain to Jeddah? 

The difference is the track, 
we've really not changed 
much. If we went back to 
Bahrain [now], we'll be 
finishing in Q1 and last place 
pretty much again. There are 
not a lot of positives in those 
terms. But there are positives in 
terms of, if there are tracks like 
here, similar to Barcelona, then 
we can look forward to those 
tracks to score some good 
points and be raceable and 
competitive. But I’m not 
confident if we went back to 
slower speed tracks, Monaco 
and Bahrain and tougher 
tracks, that we’re going to 

be that competitive at all. 
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Alfa Romeo looked competitive again: 
Valtteri Bottas made Q3 and started eighth, 
with Zhou Guanyu lining up 12th. But the 
race turned out disappointingly. 

Both Bottas and Zhou were slow off the 
line as the C42’s continued clutch fault 
meant they were steady away. Then Zhou 
got pinched on the Turn 1 kerbs and 
collided with Daniel Ricciardo, after which 
his car went into anti-stall again because 
“it’s related to the clutch [problem]”. He 
recovered from last to fight through the 


Williamses and Aston Martins, but sliding 
off at Turn 1 ahead of Alex Albon meant he 
was penalised for gaining an advantage. 
Then, when Alfa lifted his car during the 
five-second penalty period he should have 
been held for before being serviced, Zhou 
was given a drivethrough penalty, which 
dropped him from points contention. 

Bottas battled Kevin Magnussen and the 
Alpines early on and seemed set for points 
before a cooling issue forced him out going 
into the final third of the race. 


DOUBLE CRASH 
DISASTER FOR 
WILLIAMS 


Williams endured a tough 
Jeddah weekend, with both 
its cars involved in race- 
ending accidents. 

Nicholas Latifi had crashed in 
qualifying when he found his 
handling was suddenly “rear 
limited” as he ran through the 
Turn 13 banked hairpin during 
a tyre preparation run in Q1, 
which meant he lost the rear of 
the FW 44 and slid into the wall. 

In the race, Latifi ran at the 
back of the field behind 
team-mate Alex Albon before 
Daniel Ricciardo’s early stop for 
McLaren dropped him behind 
the Williams pair. Just after 
Albon had come in to get rid 
of the medium tyres on which 
most had started, Latifi “lost 
the rear going down to the final 
corner” and crashed at the exit 
of the long left-hander. 

Albon impressed Williams 
with his pace during the long 
second stint on the hard tyres 
but, after the late-stopping 
Kevin Magnussen and Lewis 
Hamilton had made their way 
back through the pack, a 
botched pass on Lance Stroll’s 
Aston Martin put him out on 
lap 48. The stewards felt he 
was “wholly or predominantly to 
blame for the collision” after 
locking up and clattering Stroll’s 
left side, strewing debris across 
Turns 1 and 2. Albon will 
therefore drop three places 
on the Australian GP grid. 

Stroll was classified 12th after 
pitting with left-rear damage, 
with temporary team-mate Nico 
Hulkenberg last of the runners 
to go the distance in 11th, 
unfortunate that the safety car 
negated the advantage of his 
hard-tyre starting strategy. 
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SAUDI ARABIAN GP TECH 


DRAWING BOARD 


GIORGIO PIOLA 


Honda RACING 2 —S 
—————— 
l= = —— 
Las, 
————— RED BULL REDUCED REAR 


_— => = —7 WING’S FRONTAL AREA, 
— ww BUT KEPT GURNEY FLAP 


RED BULL SACRIFICES DOWNFORCE FOR STRAIGHTLINE PACE 


Due to the high-speed nature of The 2022 aero rules have to induce some extra downforce larger rear wing in an effort to hang 
the Jeddah Corniche Circuit, teams resulted in differing responses to for the slower corners, also onto more of its downforce. That 
had to make adaptations to dial the challenge of lower-downforce keeping some of the camber in the meant Leclerc had the upper hand 
out some of their drag. Although tracks. Red Bull slightly reduced mainplane, but reducing the frontal —_in the circuit’s first sector, which 
downforce increases with the the curvature of the spoon-shaped area helped the RB18 find a potent worked to keep Verstappen out of 
square of velocity, so does drag, so central section of the rear-wing turn of pace along the straights. the DRS zone for most of the race, 
mitigating the latter by trimming out —mainplane, lifting the leading edge This was a key weapon for Max but the Dutchman’s latent pace 
the rear wing is a common strategy up. Itopted to keep the Gurney flap Verstappen ashe diced with Charles _ was too strong for the Ferrari. 

for the more flat-out circuits. on the upper DRS-affected element Leclerc, since Ferrarioptedtokeepa JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


MERCEDES ‘WINGS 
IT’ TO FIND SPEED 


Mercedes opted for a different 
layout for its lower-drag rear wing 
to minimise the deficit of a 
powertrain that appears to lack 
top-end pace along the straights. 
The Brackley squad trimmed the 
trailing edge of the upper flap 
back quite considerably, with 
it operating at a significantly 
lower angle of attack to reduce 
the drag even further. 

Unlike Red Bull, Mercedes 
did not use a Gurney flap at the 
trailing edge, opting for a more 
extreme wing to try to derive more 
straightline speed. Of course, the 


TRAILING EDGE OF WING’S 
caveat is that Mercedes is missing \ - y : . = ee 


downforce, but it seemed to be 
a trade-off that the team was willing 


to take, especially with Lewis winged it. Wewerein15thso...”he fast. The end result was not great, [Russell] and | think | putin some 
Hamilton’s car after the seven-time — explained after the race. “It did [feel | but the race was going really well, decent times and pace considering 
title winner was knocked outinQ1. better in the race], balance-wise it felt relatively good on the hard tyre, how old the hard tyres were.” 

“We just took some wing out and was relatively good, just not that | was keeping up with George JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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RACE CENTRE SAUDI ARABIAN GP 


A 


19 Tsunoda #22 


no time 
v 


NS Schumacher #47< : 


1m29.920s 


on 


18 Latifi #6 
1m31.817s 


17 Hulkenberg #27, 
1M30.543s 


on 


16 Albon #23 
1m30.492s 


15 Hamilton #44 
1m30.343s 


bo am 


14 Ricciardo #3 
1m29.773s 


13 Stroll #18 Sa eo 11 Norris #4 
1m31.009s > 1m29.651s 
v A v 

Sosncest 1m29.819s 2 


FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 


POS DRIVER 


pean 


Oo AN DH BW DN 


20 


Leclerc 
Verstappen 
Bottas 
Sainz 

Gasly 
Tsunoda 
Perez 

Ocon 
Hamilton 
Alonso 
Ricciardo 
Stroll 
Norris 
Zhou 
Russell 
Hulkenberg 
Albon 

Latifi 
Schumacher 
Magnussen 


TIME 
1m30.772s 
1m30.888s 
1m31.084s 
1m31.139s 
1m31.317s 
1m31.505s 
1m31.563s 
1m32.026s 
1m32.364s 
1m32.381s 
1m32.506s 
1m32.582s 
1m32.594s 
1m32.608s 
1m32.839s 
1m33.034s 
1m33.087s 
1m33.529s 
1m34.429s 

notime 


WEATHER Sunny, air 22-23C track 27-29C 


SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING) 


Alfa Romeo 


AlphaTauri 


Red Bull 


Haas 


Alpine 
Mercedes 


POS DRIVER 


Oo AN DO BP WYN 


PPP PP PP Pe 
O MONA BWNH HF OO 


20 


Leclerc 
Verstappen 
Sainz 

Perez 
Hamilton 
Russell 
Norris 

Ocon 
Bottas 
Tsunoda 
Alonso 
Gasly 
Schumacher 
Stroll 
Ricciardo 
Hulkenberg 
Zhou 

Latifi 

Albon 
Magnussen 


TIME 
1m30.074s 
1m30.214s 
1m30.320s 
1m30.360s 
1m30.513s 
1m30.664s 
1m30.735s 
1m30.760s 
1m30.832s 
1m30.886s 
1m30.944s 
1m30.963s 
1m31.169s 
1m31.372s 
1m31.527s 
1m31.615s 
1m31.615s 
1m31.814s 
1m31.866s 
1m32.344s 


WEATHER Night, air 22-23C track 26-29C 


205.1mph 


SEASON STATS 


Williams 
Ferrari 


Aston Martin 


McLaren 


QUALIFYING 1 
POS DRIVER 


i 


oO waoAnNn a BW DN 


Sainz 
Verstappen 
Leclerc 
Russell 
Bottas 
Perez 
Magnussen 
Gasly 
Norris 

Zhou 
Alonso 
Ricciardo 
Ocon 
Schumacher 
Stroll 
Hamilton 
Albon 
Hulkenberg 
Latifi 
Tsunoda 


201.2mph 


TIME 
1m28.855s 
1m28.928s 
1m29.039s 
1m29.680s 
1m29.683s 
1m29.705s 
1m29.831s 
1m29.891s 
1m29.957s 
1m29.978s 
1m29.978s 
1m30.009s 
1m30.093s 
1m30.167s 
1m30.256s 
1m30.343s 
1m30.492s 
1m30.543s 
1m31.817s 

notime 


204.4mph 
204.2mph 
203.8mph 
203.3mph 
203.3mph 
203.3mph 
203.1mph 
QUALIFYING 2 
POS DRIVER TIME 
1 Sainz 1m28.686s 
2 Leclerc 1m28.780s 
3 Perez 1m28.924s 
4 Verstappen 1m28.945s 
5 Alonso 1m29.295s 
6 Bottas 1m29.404s 
7  Gasly 1m29.418s 
8 Magnussen 1m29.546s 
9 Ocon 1m29.584s 
10 Russell 1m29.618s 
11 Norris 1m29.651s 
12 Ricciardo 1m29.773s 
13 Zhou 1m29.819s 
14 Schumacher’ 1m29.920s 
15 Stroll 1m31.009s 
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POS DRIVER TIME 
DRIVERS’ BEST BEST 
1 Leclerc 1m29.735s CHAMPIONSHIP PTS FINISH QUAL 
2  Verstappen 1m29.768s i Leclerc 45 l l 
3 x 1m29.833: s 
etee ze Ses 2 Sainz 33? 3 
4 Sainz 1m30.009s 
3 Verstappen 25 1 2 
5 Bottas 1m30.030s 
6 Ocon 1m30.139s aoa Russell ze s E 
7 Gasly 1m30.148s 5 Hamilton ip. 3 2 
8 Magnussen 1m30.262s 6 Ocon 14 6 5 
9 Alonso 1m30.296s 7 Perez 12 4 1 
10 Tsunoda 1m30.415s 8 Magnussen 12 5 U 
11 Hamilton 1m30.707s 9 Bottas 8 6 6 
12 Schumacher = 1m30.765s 10 Norris 6 7 11 
13 Zhou 1m30.946s 11 Tsunoda 4 8 16 
14 Russell 1m30.983s 11 Gasly 4 8 9 
15 Stroll 1m31.067s 13 Alonso 2 9 7 
16 Ricciardo 1m31.186s 
14 Zhou 1 10 13 
17 Albon 1m31.374s 
15 Schumacher 0 11 12 
18 Hulkenberg 1m31.424s 
19 Norris 1m31.529s eoeuel 2 He te 
20 Latifi 1m31.992s 17 Hulkenberg oo Rk 
18 Albon 0 13 14 
WEATHER Sunny, air 24C track 28-30C 
19 Ricciardo 0 14 12 
20 Latifi 0 16 Lg 
CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
208.2mph 1 Ferrari 78 
2 Mercedes 38 
3 Red Bull 37 
4 Alpine 16 
5 Haas 12 
6 Alfa Romeo 9) 
7 AlphaTauri 8 
8 McLaren 6 
9 Aston Martin 0 
10 Williams 0 
QUALIFYING BATTLE 
QUALIFYING 3 Hamilton 1 1 Russell 
POS DRIVER TIME Verstappen 1 1 Perez 
1 Perez 1m28.200s Leclerc 2 0 Sainz 
2 ~ Leclerc 1m28.225s Ricciardo 0 2 Norris 
3 Sainz 1m28.402s Alonso 1 1 Ocon 
4 Verstappen 1m28.461s Gasly 2 0 Tsunoda 
5 Ocon 1m29.068s Stroll 1 1 Hulkenberg 
6 Russell 1m29.104s Lay 0 2 Albon 
7 Alonso 1m29.147s aa 0 2 Bottas 
Sos dete Magnussen 2 0 Schumacher 
9  Gasly 1m29.254s 
10 Magnussen 1m29.588s 
WEATHER Night, air 23-24C track 24-29C 
WINS 
Leclerc 1 


NEXT RACE 


10 APRIL 
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Melbourne 


Nw. 
Ons * 
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Verstappen 1 


nn 

FASTESTLAPS ie) 
= 

Leclerc 2 5 
(eo) 
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Leclerc 1 = 
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STARTING GRID — 


— 9 Gasly #10 7 Alonso #14 5 Ocon #31 3 Sainz #55 1 Perez #11 
a ne ae an aii 
A v A v A v A v A Vv 
10 Magnussen 20 ee 8 Bottas #77 a 6 Russell #63 Riliare. 4Verstappen #1 @mizreo 2 Leclerc #16 a 
1M29.588s ae * 1M29.183s = 1m29.104s . =a 1m28.461s a 1m28.225s 4 
ROUND 2/23 (50 LAPS - 191.66 MILES) 
POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1  MaxVerstappen (NLp) Red Bull 1h24m19.293s 6 Mn,Hn 1 Leclerc 1m31.634s - 48 
2  CharlesLeclerc (co) Ferrari +0.549s 30 Mn, Hn 2  Verstappen 1m31.772s +0.138s 50 
3 Carlos Sainz Jr (Esp) Ferrari +8.097s Mn,Hn 3 Sainz 1m31.905s +0.2715 48 
4 Sergio Perez (mex) Red Bull +10.800s 14 Mn, Hn 4 Perez 1m32.042s +0.408s 46 
5 George Russell (csr) Mercedes +32.732s Mn, Hn 5 Norris 1m32.753s +1.119s 46 
6 Esteban Ocon (FRA) Alpine-Renault +56.017s Mn,Hn 6 Magnussen 1m32.779s +1.145s 48 
7 LandoNorris (cer) McLaren-Mercedes +56.124s Mn, Hn 7 Russell 1m32.821s +1,187s 43 
8 Pierre Gasly (FRA) AlphaTauri-Red Bull +1m02.946s Mn, Hn 8 Hamilton 1m32.997s +1.363s AT 
9 Kevin Magnussen (pnk) Haas-Ferrari +1m04.308s Hu, Mu 9 Ocon 1m33.103s +1.469s 46 
10 Lewis Hamilton (csr) Mercedes +1m13.948s Hu,Mn 10 Gasly 1m33.468s +1.834s 42 
11 Zhou Guanyu (cHN) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari +1m22.215s Mn, Hn 11 Hulkenberg 1m33.651s +2.017s AT 
12 NicoHulkenberg (Deu) Aston Martin-Mercedes +1m31.742s Hu, Mu 12 Alonso 1m33.831s +2.1975 33 
13 Lance Stroll (can) Aston Martin-Mercedes -llap/+14.568s Mu, Hn 13 Zhou 1m33.924s +2.290s 45 
14 Alexander Albon (ta) Williams-Mercedes 47 laps-accident Mn,Hn 14 Bottas 1m33.979s +2.345s 31 
R_ Valtteri Bottas (Fin) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 36 laps-overheating Mn, Hn, Mn 15 Albon 1m34.368s +2.734s 46 
R_ Fernando Alonso (esp) Alpine-Renault 35 laps-mechanical Mn, Hn 16 Stroll 1m34.446s +2.812s 46 
R_ Daniel Ricciardo (aus) McLaren-Mercedes 35 laps-mechanical Mn,Hn 17 Ricciardo 1m34.487s +2.8535 34 
R_ Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes 14laps-accident Mn 18 Latifi 1m37.530s +5.896s 9 
NS YukiTsunoda (Jpn) AlphaTauri-Red Bull transmission - Tsunoda notime - - 
NS Mick Schumacher (Deu) Haas-Ferrari qualifying accident - Schumacher notime - - 


WEATHER Night, air 25C track 27-29C 
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 136.379mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 150.717mph 


TYRES 


RACE BRIEFING 


GRID PENALTIES RACE PENALTIES 

RICCIARDO ZHOU Five-second 

Three-place penalty penalty and one licence 

and one licence point —_ point for leaving the 

for impeding Ocon track and gaining a 

in qualifying lasting advantage. 
Drivethrough penalty 
then awarded for failing 


to serve initial penalty 
correctly during pitstop 
ALBON Two licence 
points and three-place 
grid penalty for driver’s 
next event for causing 
a collision with Stroll 


KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft I-Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u- Used set 


HARD 
v v v 
6. 
ext 4 
cl c2 c3 c4 cs WET 


MEDIUM SOFT 


INTERMEDIATE 


LAP CHART What happened, when 


Perez 
Leclerc 


Sainz 


Verstappen 


Ocon 


Alonso 
Bottas 
Gasly 


Magnussen 
Norris 
Zhou 
Stroll 


Ricciardo 
Hamilton 
Albon 
Hulkenberg 
Latifi 


Tsunoda 


Schumacher Al 


Pitstop [@ Crash @ Mechanical failure B Spin & Penalty 


Carlapped | Safetycar | Virtual Safety car @ Red flag 
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RACE CENTRE SAUDI ARABIAN GP 


NOBODY'S PERFECT ON THE 
SAUDI ARABIAN SCORESHEET 


Russell, Verstappen, Norris and Magnussen come closest to top marks, 


MERCEDES 


W on 


at 


LEWIS HAMILTON 


Started 15th-Result10th 


Out in Q1 for first 

time since Brazil 

2017, only this 

time it was on 
merit - Hamilton was 
trounced by Russell 
to the tune of 0.7s. 
Amajor revival by 
nursing the hard tyres 
and pitting under the 
second VSC was 
compromised when 
the pitlane snapped 
shut. Good late speed 
to pass Stroll. 


McLAREN 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started 14th ——ResultR 


With each 
passing session, 
his gap to Norris 
after missing the 
second test is less 
excusable. Impeded 
Ocon in qualifying, 
then didn’t have the 
pace to match the 
Alpine driver in the 
race, to such an extent 
that McLaren made 
Ricciardo move out of 
the way so his team- 
mate could have a go. 


while Schumacher is the recipient of the wooden spoon 


GEORGE RUSSELL 


Started 6th— Result 5th 


Frankly, Russell 
annihilated his 
team-mate in 
qualifying before 
making light work of 
Ocon at the start. From 
then on it was a quiet 
night since he was 
some way adrift of the 
second Ferrari and 
Red Bull. Fifth on par 
with what W13 could 
manage, but no giant- 
killing performance to 
unlock the top mark. 


LANDO NORRIS 


Started 11th — Result 7th 


The McLaren 

still lacks 

downforce, and 

this performance 
flattered the car, hence 
the generous mark. 
Norris benefited from 
retirements to enter 
the points and was 
feisty late on to boost 
his haul by passing 
Gasly. Also forced the 
team to give him track 
position by being 
quicker than Ricciardo. 
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MATT KEW 


RED BULL 


=~ 
TAS 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


Started 4th— Result 1st 
Didn’t inspire 
initially when he 
was outqualified 
by his team-mate 

and both Ferraris. That 

prohibits top marks 
straight away. But his 
racecraft was a match 
for Leclerc’s when he 
exploited the hard 
tyres wonderfully to 
close the gap and 
pounce repeatedly 
with DRS, eventually 
snaring the win. 


ALPINE 


FERNANDO ALONSO 


Started 7th ResultR 


Although there 
was nothing to 
choose between 
the Alpine duo 
during their exciting 
early race dice, Alonso 
drops behind Ocon by 
a point. First, for being 
beaten in qualifying. 
Second, on fresh hard 
tyres he didn’t have an 
answer to Magnussen’s 
older and already 
scrubbed set to close 
the gap meaningfully. 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Started 1st—— Result 4th 


Rebadged 
Honda engine 
played a big role 
in pole after he 
dropped 0.3s in the 
more technical first 
sector. Switched on 
the medium tyres well 
when he led from the 
front, and it’s not his 
fault that track position 
was lost under a VSC. 
Was rather anonymous 
from then on and 
couldn’t pass Sainz. 


ESTEBAN OCON 


Started 5th— Result 6th 


Feeling generous 
since we don’t 
do .5 scores. 
Superbly 
outqualified his team- 
mate, and Russell too. 
Was soon passed by 
the Merc and his battle 
with Alonso, while 
brilliant, was asign 
that he was the slower 
of the two on same 
strategy. Repassed 
Norris to gain a result a 
little above car’s pace. 


FERRARI 


CHARLES LECLERC 


Started 2nd— Result2nd 


Missed his ideal 
qualifying lap 
by only three 
hundredths, but 
still conceded pole 
to Perez and limited 
the team’s long 
run knowledge by 
damaging the car in 
FP3. Asa result, didn’t 
carry the optimal 
set-up into the race, 
but Leclerc raced hard 
and fair before hot 
tyres cost him victory. 


ALPHATAURI 


PIERRE GASLY 


Started 9th — Result 8th 


Overcame 
adversity as he 
was in agony 
with pain in his 
intestine during final 
laps while keeping 
Magnussen at bay. 
That arrived after a 
solid qualifying. Earns 
massive kudos for 
recovering strongly 
after he was bumped 
down from 11th to 
15th by pitting just 
before the VSC. 


CARLOS SAINZ JR 


Started 3rd — Result3rd 


Also whacked 

the wall in FP3 

to hinder Ferrari 

in tuning the car 
for the race. Then early 
qualifying promise 
couldn’t sew up pole 
when he failed to 
improve on final Q3 
flier. The race was 
sound, but nota 
match for the top two. 
Still, he reckoned it 
was a step forward 
over Bahrain. 


<> 


YUKI TSUNODA 


a 


StartedNS —ResultN/A 


N/A Not enough 
mileage to 
score after a Q1 water 
system issue left him 
unable to set a time 
and ended hopes of a 
Q3 progression. Woes 
were compounded 
when a driveline issue 
killed the car on the 
way to the grid. Worth 
noting in free practice 
that Tsunoda was 0.2s 
slower than Gasly 

in qualifying trim. 


NICO HULKENBERG 


Started 17th —-Result12th 


Loosely gets half 
a point for his 
supersub status 
and lack of 
running at a track that 
takes no prisoners. 
Another half point for 
starting on the harder 
compound only for 
that strategy not to 
pay off when pitlane 
closed during second 
VSC. Slower than 
Stroll all weekend, 
but classified higher. 


HAAS 


KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 


Started 10th — Result 9th 


Was racing 
through gritted 
teeth after he 
tweaked his neck 
in qualifying, and 
unreliability denied 
him troubleshooting 
time in practice. To 
then manage slower 
hard tyres well at 
the start, fight off 
Hamilton and score 
points despite late VSC 
compromising strategy 
was most impressive. 


LANCE STROLL 


Started 13th-Result13th 


Qualifying 
can only be 
described as par. 
Started the race 
ona scrubbed set 
of mediums while 
new-tyre runners were 
around him, but 
dropping to 15th 
before pitting was 
worse than expected. 
Might have nicked a 
point before being 
the innocent party in 
a collision with Albon. 


MICK SCHUMACHER 


Started NS —Result N/A 


Was a relief to 
see him emerge 
from enormous 
Q2 shunt. But 
added to practice 
crashes in Monaco and 
Hungary last year, this 
is now the third major 
session missed 
through an unforced 
error. A messy second 
sector ended a wasted 
weekend when he ran 
wide and spun over 
the Turn 12 exit kerb. 


WILLIAMS 


Started 18th ——ResultR 


~~ 4 
NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Very poor 


performance. 


Hitting the wall 
in Q1 was pure 
driver error as he 
never really adapted 
to different wind 


conditions and 


evolving tyre 
behaviour. Hopping 
on the power too 
early exiting Turn 27 


to crash after only 
14 laps was second 


massive mistake. 


AUTOSPORT’S RATING 


AFTER ROUND 2 
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Magnussen 9.0 


Verstappen 9.0 


Russell 8.0 


ALEX ALBON 


Started 16th— Result 14th (R) 


Beat a part- 
timer, a team- 
mate who 
crashed, a 
broken AlphaTauri and 
a wrecked Haas only in 
qualifying —- not much 
to write home about. 
Then, most notably, 
was adjudged to be at 
fault for late coming 
together with Stroll 
and carries a 
three-place grid 
drop to Australia. 


SAUDI ARABIAN GP RACE CENTRE 


Russell blew away Hamilton 
in qualifying, then was 
‘best of the rest’ at the flag 


4 


ALFA ROMEO 


ZHOU GUANYU 


Started 12th-Result 11th 


After latest Alfa 

clutch issue 

at the launch, 

was all fingers 
and thumbs when he 
collided with Ricciardo 
and upshifted to 
trigger another anti- 
stall. Dropped to 18th. 
Then caught the 
stewards’ attention for 
exceeding track limits, 
but his recovery up 
the order helps him 
access a sturdy score. 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS 
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Ocon 7.0 


READERS’ RATING 
AFTER ROUND 2 


Bottas 7.9 
Sainz 7.9 


pe! 
ro) 
VU 
xo) 
UV 
o 
—! 


Magnussen 9.2 
Verstappen 8.3 


SUTTON 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Started 8th ResultR 


No clutch issues 
this time to 
maintain his 
position at the 
start, after qualifying 
the Alfa ahead of a 
Mercedes and an 
AlphaTauri, its realistic 
rivals. Then had the 
measure of Ocon’s 
Alpine as the race 
wore on. Kept team- 
mate at arm’s length 
all weekend in an 
outstanding display. 


GIVE 
YOUR DRIVER 
RATINGS 
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Drugovich is MP’s prime minister 


FIA FORMULA 2 
JEDDAH (SAU) 
26-27 MARCH 
ROUND 2/13 


Things weren’t looking too good for Felipe 
Drugovich with a few minutes of qualifying 
remaining in Jeddah. The Brazilian had gone 
off the conventional strategy to run later 
than most of his opposition, and was way 
down the order when the red flags flew for 
the third time. But Drugovich, who has 
returned to MP Motorsport for 2022 after a 
year at Virtuosi Racing, had fuel left for one 
last run. A stunning lap put him to the top 
of the times — up from 13th. And he used 
that to storm to a dominant victory. Added 
to a third place in Saturday’s sprint race, 
that lifts him to the top of the points table. 
Marcus Armstrong was fastest in 
qualifying at the time of the final stoppage, 
caused by a phantom GPS alarm on Frederik 
Vesti’s car, which purported to be stopped 
on track but was safely nestled in the pits. 


A happy Brazilian 
celebrates his win 
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Armstrong had shot his bolt, and could only 
look on as Drugovich, Richard Verschoor 
and Jack Doohan all bettered his time. 
Doohan, however, was excluded from the 
session because his Virtuosi car yielded 
insufficient fuel for scrutineering. 

Drugovich led the feature race from the 
start, holding off an early challenge from 
Trident driver Verschoor. By the end of 
lap seven, he led the Dutchman by 1.592s, 
before a smooth pitstop next time around 
to switch from Pirelli’s soft-compound tyre 
to the medium. Verschoor stopped on the 
following lap, and by the time he was up 
to speed he trailed Drugovich by over 4s. 

Verschoor closed in over the last few laps, 
but Drugovich held on to take his fourth F2 
victory, his first since Bahrain in 2020, while 
Verschoor followed his Bahrain sprint race 
win of the previous weekend with his 
second podium of the season. 

“No problems with the car or whatever, 
but Richard was pushing me quite a lot in the 
first stint and also towards the end of the last 


stint as well,’ said Drugovich. “This track is 
quite tiring, so we were pushing quite a lot 
and at the end we managed to come out on 
top, but it was never so easy let’s say.” 
Third place went to Jehan Daruvala, with 
an incredible charge through the field from 
14th. Prema Racing called the Red Bull 
Junior in for an early stop, and the Indian 
did the rest. But Daruvala was aided by 
the misfortune of Liam Lawson, who was 
running in the final podium position before 
his pitstop. The left-front wheel wasn’t 
secured properly, and the Kiwi pulled his 
Carlin car over at the end of the pitlane. 
There was heartbreak also for Bahrain 
feature race winner Theo Pourchaire. 
The ART Grand Prix driver shunted in 
free practice, caused another red flag in 
qualifying when the car came to a fiery halt 
on circuit, and then suffered an electrical 
fault on lap seven. He was able to coax it 
back to the pits, averting any stoppages. 
A last-lap yellow flag also came courtesy 
of a spin from team-mate Vesti at Turn 1. 


Daruvala, here leading 
Hughes, charged to third 


REDBULL 


Jake Hughes (Van Amersfoort Racing) 
claimed fourth from Hitech driver 
Armstrong and Dennis Hauger. The 
Norwegian was the leading runner on the 
alternate strategy, and as such led the race 
until a late pitstop to take the soft tyres. 

He finished sixth, despite a huge lock-up 
just after exiting the pits. 

Another late stopper was Doohan, who 
completed his recovery drive to claim ninth, 
as well as the extra point for fastest lap. 

Hauger had looked set to win Saturday’s 
sprint after starting on pole, before a bizarre 
incident involving race control. The second 
safety car of the race was called after 
Doohan ran into the back of Logan Sargeant 
on the restart from the first caution. Drivers 
were instructed to head through the pitlane, 
but the call was immediately reversed with 
a second message from race control. 

But Hauger instead followed the first 
instruction and fell down the field. His 
misery was compounded when he was 
handed a 10-second stop-and-go penalty. 
An appeal against the result from Prema 
was unsuccessful, the team arguing that it 
had “asked the race director for clarification, 
and the race director reiterated that the 
cars had to go through the pitlane”. 

Calan Williams now led, but Hughes — 
who had gambled on the soft tyre — swept 
past the Trident-run Aussie around the 
outside of Turn 1, and Lawson followed 
him past. Lawson then passed Hughes on 
the start/finish straight with three laps 
remaining, before Juri Vips snatched second 
from the Briton at the final corner of the 
last lap. Hughes was later excluded for 
having a plank of insufficient thickness. 


SUTTON/MOTORSPPORT IMAGES 
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Felipe Drugovich (Bra) 


Richard Verschoor (NLD) 
Jehan Daruvala (IND) 
Jake Hughes (cBr) 
Marcus Armstrong (NZL) 
Dennis Hauger (Nor) 
Ayumu Iwasa (JPN) 

Roy Nissany (isp) 

Jack Doohan (aus) 

Juri Vips (Est) 

Enzo Fittipaldi (BR) 
Logan Sargeant (usa) 
Calan Williams (aus) 
Clement Novalak (FRA) 
Ralph Boschung (cHE) 
Olli Caldwell (csr) 
Marino Sato (JPN) 
Frederik Vesti (DNK) 
Liam Lawson (NZL) 
Theo Pourchaire (FRA) 
Amaury Cordeel (BEL) 


Cem Bolukbasi (TUR) 


130.119mph. 


MP Motorsport 
Trident 

Prema Racing 

Van Amersfoort Racing 
Hitech Grand Prix 
PremaRacing 

DAMS 

DAMS 

Virtuosi Racing 

Hitech Grand Prix 
Charouz Racing System 
Carlin 

Trident 

MP Motorsport 
Campos Racing 
Campos Racing 
Virtuosi Racing 

ART Grand Prix 

Carlin 

ART Grand Prix 

Van Amersfoort Racing 


Charouz Racing System 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 


47m41.485s 
+2.379s 
+15.358s 
+19.117s 
+20.595s 
+21.071s 
+27.108s 
+28.428s 
+28.8615 
+32.173s 
+32.647s 
+37.612s 
+38.282s 
+42.370s 
+47.601s 
+48.706s 
+50.384s 

26 laps-spun off 
9 laps-loose wheel 
5 laps-electrical 
damage 


injury 


Doohan 1m43.098s, 133.958mph 


1Drugovich 1m40.422s; 2 Verschoor 1m40.648s; 3 Armstrong 1m41.050s; 4 Boschung 1m41.057s; 

5 Lawson 1m41.142s; 6 lwasa1m41.194s; 7 Williams 1M41.469s; 8 Vips 1mM41.533s; 9 Hughes 1m41.538s; 10 Hauger 
1m41.710s; 11 Novalak 1m41.710s; 12 Nissany 1M41.971s; 13 Sato 1M42.178s; 14 Daruvala 1m42.181s; 15 Fittipaldi 
1m42.520s; 16 Vesti 1m42.905s; 17 Caldwell 1m43.120s; 18 Sargeant 1m43.260s; 19 Cordeel 1m44.437s; 

20 Pourchaire 1m44.736s; EX Doohan 1m41.024s. 


(20 LAPS - 76.572 MILES) 
Decided by result of qualifying, with top 10 reversed. 


1 Lawson 47m55.487s; 2 Vips +3.166s; 3 Drugovich +4.846s; 4 Williams +6.277s; 5 Verschoor+12.121s;6lwasa 
+13.520s; 7 Daruvala+15.237s; 8 Sato +16.040s; 9 Nissany +17.390s; 10 Fittipaldi+17.441s; 11 Novalak+18.739s; 
12 Vesti +20.298s; 13 Pourchaire +20.569s; 14 Caldwell+25.495s; 15 Boschung +34.454s; 16 Hauger+51.495s; 

EX Hughes +3.224s; RArmstrong 17 laps-spun; R Sargeant 5 laps-accident; R Doohan5 laps-accident; 
RCordeel 1 lap-accident; NS Bolukbasi. 


95.864mph. 


Vips 1m43.284s, 133.717mph. 


1Drugovich 45; 2 Lawson 34; 3 Verschoor 32; 4 Vips 28; 5 Pourchaire 25; 6 Daruvala 25; 


7 Armstrong 20; 8 Boschung 17; 9 Hughes 14; 10 lwasa 10. 


RED BULL 


$) 


Sprint winner Lawson 
failed to score in feature 
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WORLD OF SPORT 


Van Gisbergen 
does the treble 
in Tasmania 


SYMMONS PLAINS (AUS) 
ROUND 2/13 


Shane van Gisbergen was in a league 
of his own at Symmons Plains on his 
way to a clean sweep in the Tasmania 
SuperSprint. The Triple Eight Holden 
star put on a passing masterclass across 
the weekend, all three wins involving 
on-track moves to get to the front. 

For Saturday afternoon’s opener, van 
Gisbergen started back in fifth before 
working his way to the front during the first 


stint. His signature move was to jam the door 


of his rival on the inside of the hairpin to get 
the right line through the back sweeper and 
into Turn 6. Cam Waters was particularly 
unimpressed with the tactic as he and van 
Gisbergen fought over the lead, the Tickford 
Ford ace flipping the bird to the Red Bull 
Holden pilot as he charged past. 

Sunday’s second race was by far the 
easiest for van Gisbergen, who battled with 
new team-mate Broc Feeney. The teenager 
led twice, but put up little fight each time 
van Gisbergen came looking to get past. 
Still, second place marked Feeney’s first 


podium finish in the series. 

For the final race van Gisbergen had to 
overcome Will Davison. Unsurprisingly, he 
did this early in the race at Turn 6. Once in 
front, the Kiwi just had to clear the undercut 
attempt from Davison’s Dick Johnson 
Racing Ford squad to secure the treble. 


Van Gisbergen (right) goes 


The title fight has now swung heavily 
in van Gisbergen’s favour. He leads by 
67 points over Anton De Pasquale, with 
Davison third. A tough weekend for former 
series leader Chaz Mostert dropped him to 
fourth in the standings, 145 points behind. 


Porsche wins thriller following fight with Audi 


NURBURGRING (DEU) 

ROUND 1/8 

The Manthey Racing Porsche of Laurens 
Vanthoor, Michael Christensen and 


Frederic Makowiecki claimed victory 
in the four-hour Nordschleife season 


Porsche emerged from 
Audi battle to win 
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opener, after a thrilling battle. 

Niklas Krutten led the race going into 
the second half in his Schubert Motorsport 
BMW, but Vanthoor and Christopher Mies 
(Land-Motorsport Audi) both found a way 


past. Then Mies, with two wheels skimming 
the grass, found a way through at the 


Dottinger Hohe kink to take the lead. 
The battle continued into the final stint, 
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with Makowiecki in the Porsche and 
youngster Jusuf Owega — dubbed “the 
Kimi Raikkonen of GT3” by Mies for his 
taciturn nature! — in the Audi. Places 
were swapped, but Makowiecki hung on 
to win by just over a second. Third was 
the KCMG Porsche of Dennis Olsen, 
Alexandre Imperatori and Josh Burdon. 

Top Mercedes was the HRT car 
of Raffaele Marciello, Luca Stolz and 
Manuel Metzger in fourth, while Krutten 
shared with Alexander Sims, Jesse Krohn 
and Marco Holzer to claim fifth. 

Axcil Jefferies impressively set a new 
qualifying lap record to take pole in the 
Konrad Motorsport Lamborghini, which 
faded in the race with tyre problems. The 
other KCMG Porsche of Patrick Pilet 
led early on before a collision with a 
Cayman put the car out of the race. 

World Touring Car title-winning 
uncle and nephew Yvan Muller and Yann 
Ehrlacher combined to win the BMW 
M240i class on a pleasant family day out 
as they warmed up for their season. 


WORLD OF SPORT RACE CENTRE 


Chastain prevails in banger racing climax 


NASCAR CUP SERIES 
AUSTIN (USA) 

27 MARCH 

ROUND 6/36 


Ross Chastain was finally able to 
capitalise on his strong start to the 
NASCAR Cup Series season with his first 
career victory at Circuit of The Americas. 
Chastain, who entered the race with three 
consecutive finishes of third or better, 
grabbed the lead on the first lap of 
overtime, then had to fight off AJ 
Allmendinger and Alex Bowman 
on the final lap to secure the win. 
Allmendinger bumped Chastain out of 
the lead at Turn 15 of the 3.41-mile road 
course on the final lap. Chastain then 
bumped Allmendinger in Turn 17, and 
Bowman moved past both to briefly lead. 
Chastain hit Allmendinger again in Turn 
18, which sent Allmendinger into Bowman 
and both went off track, allowing 
Chastain to take the lead and the victory. 
“Tt’s insane,” said 29-year-old Chastain. 


ws Unusually liveried BMW && 
B® ontop in Tuscany Sess 


Chastain came out on 
top of barging match 
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“To go up against some of the best with AJ, I 
mean, I know he’s going to be upset with me, 
but we raced hard, both of us, and he owes 
me one. But when it comes to a Cup win, 
man, I can’t let that go down without a fight.” 
The win is the first for TrackHouse 
Racing, a second-year Chevrolet team 
in the Cup Series co-owned by rapper 
Pitbull and former driver Justin Marks. 
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24H SERIES 


Maple leaf flies after two-parter 


24H SERIES 

MUGELLO 12 HOURS (ITA) 
25-26 MARCH 

ROUND 3/8 


Canadian team ST Racing took Mugello 
12 Hours honours with its BMW M4 GT3 
driven by Nick Wittmer, Bryson Morris 
and Samantha Tan. 

The BMW led at the end of Friday’s 
opening segment of five and a half hours, 
while two other cars were on the lead lap. 
Second place at this point was held by the 
Landgraf Mercedes driven by Martin Konrad, 
Bernd Schneider and Alexander Hrachowina, 
while Pierre Kaffer was third in the Phoenix 
Racing Audi he shared with Elia Erhart, 
Swen Herberger and Michael Doppelmayr. 

Wittmer set off at the front again on 
Saturday, but had to endure an early battle 
with Konrad before the BMW established 


itself at the front. Finally the BMW was able 
to pull out two laps on the rest for victory. 

Going into the final 40 minutes, it was 
Konrad in second place. But a Code 60 gave 
Phoenix the chance to bring its Audi into 
the pits for fuel and new tyres. A charging 
Kaffer then set off and grabbed the position 
from the Mercedes, which was suffering 
with gearbox issues, by 1.453s. 

Among the retirements, the Sainteloc 
Racing Audi and Earl Bamber Motorsport 
Porsche were sidelined by a collision at 
Turn 1, while habitual series dominator 
Herberth Motorsport had all sorts of 
problems with its Porsche. 

Rallycross and touring car superstar Johan 
Kristoffersson suffered a flailing tyre on 
Friday, but lost out on 992-class honours 
by just 4.2s to the Dutch Breukers family. 
'@ motorsport.tv 
Relive this race at[Motorsport.ty] 


Bowman ended up credited with 
second in his Hendrick Motorsports 
Chevrolet, ahead of Christopher Bell, 
Chase Elliott and Tyler Reddick — 
the last-named had led the race into 
overtime before Chastain passed him. 
Allmendinger ended up in the gravel 
and was classified 33rd, a lap down. 
JIM UTTER 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 
SYMMONS PLAINS (AUS) 

Races 1, 2 & 3 Shane van Gisbergen 
Triple Eight Race Engineering 
(Holden Commodore) 


NURBURGRING LANGSTRECKEN SERIE 
NURBURGRING (DEU) 

Laurens Vanthoor/Michael Christensen/ 
Frederic Makowiecki 

Manthey Racing (Porsche 911 GT3-R) 


24H SERIES 

MUGELLO (ITA) 

Nick Wittmer/Bryson Morris/Samantha Tan 
ST Racing (BMW M4 GT3) 


NASCAR CUP SERIES 

AUSTIN (USA) 

Ross Chastain 

TrackHouse Racing (Chevrolet Camaro) 


NASCAR XFINITY SERIES 
AUSTIN (USA) 

AJ Allmendinger 

Kaulig Racing (Chevrolet Camaro) 


NASCAR TRUCK 
AUSTIN (USA) 


Zane Smith 
Front Row Motorsports (Ford F-150) 


motorsport 
STATS 


For full results visit{motorsportstats.com] 
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SKY TEMPESTA RACING 


ereedet 


ALL PICS: DAN BATHIE 


Sky Tempesta Racing certainly knows how to make 
anentrance. Injustthree years inthe GT World 
Challenge Europechampionship (GTWCE), Sky 
Tempesta Racing haswon multiple drivers’ and 
teams titles andin 2022 is huntingfor more glory. 
Butthis year, things are alittle different. 

Under a gorgeous sunny sky and to the backdrop 
ofthe historic Brooklands, Chris Froggatt, Eddie 
Cheever lll and Jonathan Hui unveiled theteam’s 
switch toa Mercedes AMG GT3 ahead ofits fourth 
straight GTWCE season, and the team willalso 


customer 


MEAN 
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ars up for new 
Motorsport 


compete in selected British GT rounds. 

It’s abig seasonin many ways for Sky Tempesta 
Racing and afterits almostinstant success in GTWCE, 
winning the 2020 overall Pro-Am drivers’ andteams’ 
titles plus the Sprint Cup top honours and the 2021 
Pro-Am drivers’ and teams titles in the Endurance 
Cup, there’s asenseofaneweraeveniftheteam 
colourslook familiar. 

That’s why the team wanted to makea statement 
through its launch at Mercedes-BenzWorld situated 
in the middle of Brooklands, which createsa unique 


Customer R: 


meeting of pastand present motorsporticons. 

Sky Tempesta Racing has thesame blend ofold 
and newtoo. Old, inthe nicest possible sense, is 
an unchanged driver line-up supported by Sky 
in their pursuit of further silverware in GTWCE. 
Newis pretty mucheverything else. 

“Mercedes has always been extremely 
competitive, soit seemed likea good fit andthe 
brand hassomuchracing pedigree, especially in GT 
racinginthelast 10 years, ithas been very successful,” 
Froggatt explains during the Sky Tempesta Racing 
launch about switching to Mercedes. 

“That combined with the fact the ACO is moving 
WEC andLe Mans into GT3 cars, we thought that has 
got to bea goalforus, getting to Le Mans, doing 
WECin the future. 

“Mercedes is the perfect partner so we madethe 
change to get experience now with thecar, the team, 
the people we are working with and build up to 
the main objective which is competing at WEC 
and Le MansinaMercedes.” 

Withsome lofty ambitions the Mercedes 
partnership also “ticks allthe boxes” as the team has 
exciting plans for fans whowant to get closertothe 
action by giving away tickets through the Sky VIP 
loyalty programme to seethe team thisseason. 


vy } 
eget ai 
Mey: or aOR . 
= P| os 


“Weare looking to puttogethera driving 
masterclass programme for Sky VIP customers 
thatteaches road safety andcarcontrol. Itis an 
important aspect with what we wanttodowith 
the team outside of racing,” Froggatt says, with 
thenew GTWCE season broadcaston the Sky 
Sports F1 channelon Sky Qand Sky Glass. 

“When wearrived in GTWCEas Sky Tempesta 
Racingthat camewith TV rights for Sky Sports F1. 
One ofthe big thingswe wanted to bring to the table 
was notonly competingin this championship but 
tryingto help raise awareness. Soweare giving 
away experiences for Sky VIP customers to really 
getinvolved withthe team on race weekends.” 

But Sky Tempesta Racing’s new era goes beyond 
atraditionalfan package, with the team aiming to 
help grow motorsports from grassroots level. 

“Weare looking athowwecan provide 
opportunities for people to getinvolvedin 


motorsport, howwecansupportstartingsome 
grassroots motorsports, looking at kidsin karting, 
looking at engineering courses for teenagers and 
understanding how we can bring people tothe world 
of GT racing. There areso many opportunities.” 

Focusing onthe hereand now, Froggatt remains 
grounded about the challenge ahead adapting to 
anew carfor the new season, which gets underway 
at Imolaon 1-3 April before trips to iconicvenues 
including Brands Hatch, Zandvoort, andthe 
blue riband event the Spa 24 Hours. 

“Ithink we have avery good package and we 
willbe catching up with some of thecarsinterms 
of experience,” he says. “I think we’ve gotan 
opportunity to fight forthe championship but 
|would say it willbe along year oflearning forus. 

“I havea lotoffaith inthe programmeand myself, 
Jonathan and Eddie, the teamisvery talented. Ithink 
onestrength is we’ve worked together forthree years 


SKY TEMPESTA RACING 
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DATE 

1 Imola ita) 1-3 April 

2 Brands Hatch (cpr) 30 April-1 May 
3 Magny-Cours (FRA) 13-15 May 

4  CircuitPaulRicard(Fra) 3-5June 

5 Zandvoort (Nib) 17-19 June 

6 Misano (ita) 1-3 July 

7  24Hours of Spa (BéEL) 28-31 July 

8 Hockenheim (Dev) 2-4 Sept 

9 Valencia (Esp) 16-18 Sept 


10 Barcelona (esp) 30 Sept-2 Oct 


Follow the season on Sky Sports F1 channel 


and we haveavery good bond and understandeach 
othervery welland communicationisvery good.We 
likeavery similar car. Whereas others have strong 
line-ups but haven’t worked before, sol think we 
have that over most.” 

Thechallenge is clear but one Froggattis relishing 
with confidence, and after launchingits intentions 
onaplatform as bigas Mercedes-Benz World at 
Brooklands, it’s easy to believe Sky Tempesta 
Racing willsucceed again. 
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SPEED COMPARISON 


SPEED COMPARISON 


STAYING ON THE 


PACE 


Right, time to settle some arguments. Where do the world’s and UK’s leading 
categories stack up on lap time? Here’s our take on it, using data from 2021 


MARCUS SIMMONS 


his all started from us being irritated. 
Back in 2016, the first time Autosport 
undertook a project to rank the world’s 
major categories based on lap time, the 
impetus came from the annoying crowing 
of a cluster of so-called motorsport authorities that 
LMPi cars from the World Endurance Championship 
were faster than Formula 1 machinery. Not that we 
dislike the WEC — far from it, we love it — but such 
pompous proclamations were plainly untrue. Then this 
was overtaken by a genuine curiosity to find out where 
LMP stacked up against GP2, IndyCar and Japan’s Super 
Formula. And how did all the other classes compare? 
Six years on, we thought it was time to do it again. 
In 2016, we did our calculations based on data from 
the 2015 season. So here’s our take on 2021... 
How did we do it? 
The starting point is Fi. There’s no question that 
it’s the fastest category in the world. Therefore, it 
automatically assumes an index of 100.000, with 
everything else measured against that. The first task 
was to take F1’s fastest qualifying times at each circuit 
from 2021. Here, with F1’s multi-phase qualifying, 
it’s important to factor in the times from Qi and Q2 
———— in addition to the Q3 pole shootout. We did the same 
Z with IndyCar and Super Formula, among others. 
The first — and biggest — of what we might call data 
clusters comes from the well-used European circuits. 
The prominent European-based categories tend to race 
at Barcelona, Paul Ricard, Red Bull Ring, Zandvoort, 
Monza and Spa — and, to a lesser extent, Hungaroring, 
Imola and Portimao. We were therefore able to gather 
reams of stats from all those predominantly single- 
seater and sportscar championships from these circuits. 
You might be thinking that last year’s Belgian GP 
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washout means there is no possibility of any data 

being gathered from Spa. But we’ve been careful not 

to compare those categories simply against F1; it’s 
important to make cross-comparisons between all 

of them, to maximise our confidence that our table 

is accurate. There were therefore tons of useable data >> 


OTOR 


ROBBRTS/JEP/ 
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DRIVER’S VIEW 


LEVITT/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


TOM BLOMQVIST 


The Kiwi-raised Anglo-Swede 
has moved into DPi’s ranks in 
IMSA this year with the Meyer 
Shank Racing Acura, winning 
January’s Daytona 24 Hours, 
after vying for the 2021 

LMP2 class title in the World 
Endurance Championship. 
What does he make of DPi 
being ahead of Le Mans 
Hypercars? “Not surprised. 
We're basically like an LMP2 
car but the old spec and more 
power - not as much power 
as the Hypercar, but way 
more downforce and lighter. 
And we’ve got good Michelin 
tyres, plus all the damping is 
quite sophisticated, so it’s got 
good suspension with third 
elements that control the 
rideheight. It’s like an ultimate 
LMP2 car, seriously quick 

and very enjoyable.” 

WEC LMP2 cars fall in 
behind the European Le Mans 
Series equivalents. “They 
pegged back the [WEC] P2 
cars quite a lot last year [to 
ensure they were slower than 
LMH],” explains Blomqvist. 
“They took away power and 
added weight.” In WEC, they 
also had to run lighter on 
downforce: “At Le Mans you’d 
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run that package, Spa you 
would run a bit more to 
be honest.” And definitely 
more at the other venues... 
Blomavist also has a read 
on Formula E from his time 
with NIO 333. This is a class 
that has made real progress 
since our last speed survey 
in 2016. “The Gen2 car went 
from 200 to 250kW - that’s 


about 70bhp,” says Blomavist. 


“And there are better tyres 
and so on. I’d say this is the 
most challenging car because 
it’s so different to what we 
grew up racing as kids and 


“Formula E is the 
most challenging 
car. It’s so different 
to what we grew up 
racing as kids” 


every other motorsport 
series out there. 

“When you go testing, 
it doesn’t bring you the 
same Satisfaction as a high- 
downforce car, but racing and 
the technical side bring you a 
lot of satisfaction. You don’t 
enjoy wringing its neck, but 
you have fun in the race!” 


JAMES GASPEROTTI PHOTOGRAPHY 


DRIVER’S VIEW 


JAKE HUGHES 


OTORSPORT IMAGES 


This veteran of the single- 
seater scene has extensive 
experience across the junior 
categories, and has at last 
been given a full-season 
shot in FIA Formula 2 with 
Van Amersfoort Racing. 

“The F2 car is very heavy,” 
Hughes points out. “It feels 
very stiff now with the 18-inch 
tyres - kerbs are a noticeable 
shock. But it has a lot of 
aero, and the carbon brakes 
are very impressive. The 
difference between amazing 
and average is the tyre. 

If it had something less 
temperature-sensitive it 
would be impressive in 
medium and high-speed, 
but the tyre means you 

can’t use as much as you 
think you can, although the 
soft is very good for one lap.” 

From the next level down, 
Hughes raced the Dallara F317 
European F3 car from which 
the current 320 Euroformula 
Open machine evolved, and 
also has plenty of current- 
spec FIA F3 mileage under his 
belt: “They produce lap time 
in the completely opposite 
way. The European F3 was so 


Temperature-sensitive 
tyres hold F2 car back 


impressive in corners and so 
light. Everybody who’s driven 
that car falls in love with it 
because you can just throw it 
around, and on the Michelin 
[currently used in EFO] its 
peak grip must be even more 
impressive. With the FIA F3, 
I’ve been on pole but didn’t 
feel it was an amazing lap. It’s 
a heavy car for what it is, and 
the tyre is limiting. If you could 
keep pushing on peak grip, 
you'd feel it was very good.” 

In his earlier days, Hughes 
raced Formula Renault, and 
has also competed in its 
FRegional successor in Europe 


“The F2 car is very 
heavy. It feels very 
stiff with the 18in 
tyres - kerbs area 
noticeable shock” 


and Asia: “The Regional is 
heavy, a turbo engine with 
lag, not a lot of downforce. 
You have to be smooth 
and pre-emptive in your 
corrections. You feel like 
you have to underdrive 

it to get a time out of it.” 
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Indy Lights 


from Spa. By the time we’d finished with the 
European-based series, we had thousands of 
figures to complete the job. 


Even back in 2016, once we ventured outside Europe 
with our stats we were relying on what we call data 
hinges. For example, the visits of F1 and the WEC to 
the Circuit of The Americas and Japan were critical 
in our ability to measure up the North American 
and Japanese series to their European counterparts. 

This time, COVID-19 threatened to scupper all 
that, with few championships venturing outside their 
home continents or islands, so we had to get cunning. 
Yes, there was a US GP at CoTA last season, but there 
was no IndyCar or IMSA SportsCar round there... 

All we had to go on from CoTA was F1’s W Series 

and US F4 support races, a Formula Regional Americas 
round at the same venue a couple of weeks later, and 

a NASCAR Cup round from the spring. This was 
clearly insufficient data on which to base our 

ranking of North America’s main series. 

Galloping to our rescue came... the Lamborghini 
Super Trofeo World Finals. With the North American 
series visiting Misano to race with its European 
counterpart, we had the ideal comparison, especially 
since the North American qualifying time was just 
0.014 seconds slower than the European. By placing 
the European Lambo series at the end of our data 
chain from the continent, we were able to get as 
accurate an index as possible, then apply an almost 
identical index to the North American version 
and work backwards from there. 

With the North American Super Trofeo 
predominantly an IMSA support series, we began 
by working through IMSA’s GTD and GT Le Mans 
classes, and then into the prototype divisions (we had 
to include free practice here, because in some classes 
it’s the amateur driver who qualifies). Now we had a 
decent range of data to be confident about venturing 
into IndyCar, the Road to Indy support championships, 
the US’s other open-wheel series and then NASCAR 
(via its road-course races). 

We had to be cleverer with Japan. Since COVID 
struck, not a single series from outside has entered 
the country. No F1, no WEC, not even the Suzuka 
10 Hours Intercontinental GT round. The closest 
Japanese series in concept to F1 is, of course, Super 
Formula, so we had to use data from 2019 (the last 
pre-COVID season) as our basis, and work back 
from there to compare the 2021 stats. 

This gave us our Japanese hinge, and what we found 
next with Super Formula Lights convinced us that we 
were on the right track. Both SFL and Euroformula Open 
use the Dallara 320, the car produced by the Italian 
company to keep alive the philosophy of what many 
single-seater fans call ‘proper’ F3. We expected the 
Yokohama tyres used in SFL to be similar in performance 
to the Michelins from EFO, and guess what: the SFL 
index we calculated was within 0.2 of EFO. We were 
therefore confident to work through the other Japanese 
single-seater categories and onto the Super GT series. 


COVID or not, South America and Australia/New 
Zealand have always posed problems, and the response 
of the down under nations to the pandemic made life 
even harder for us. We couldn’t rely on the Fi 2019/2021 
solution we used for our Japanese problem. Suzuka is 
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THE CATEGORIES IN ORDER AS A PERCENTAGE OF Fl 


Formula 1 CC EEE D 100.000 
Super Formula CC ED 109.612 
IndyCar EE D 113.315 
FIA Formula 2 CC ED 115.563 
Super GT CC EE 118.372 
IMSA Daytona Prototype international cK 119.139 
WEC Le Mans Hypercar ED 119.386 
ELMS LMP2 ED 120.779 
WEC LMP2 ET 121.824 
Indy Lights TTT 122.593 
IMSALMP2 — CO 122.769 
FiAFormula3 — CC ED 123.180 
Super Formula Lights TTD 126.281 
Euroformula Open ED = 126.456 
UMS MPS DD 129.603 


WEC GTE — TD 130.388 
IMSA LMP3 i TTT 130.611 
Indy Pro 2000 TTT 130.763 


IMSA GT Le Mans — 130.927 
Le Mans Cup LMP3 ETD 131.006 
GRO ED 131.122 


Formula E — ED 131.446 
European Formula Regional by Alpine — LD 131.753 
Toyota Racing Series CD 131.893 


Japanese Formula Regional — ED 132.505 
Asian Formula Regional TTD 133.226 


GB3 EE 133.338 
ELMS GTE LD 133.399 
DTM TT 134,319 
International GT Open ED 134,731 
Australian Supercars EE 135.055 
IMSA GTD TD 135.283 


Americas Formula Regional © 135.531 
GT World Challenge Europe ED 135.537 
ADACGT Masters 9 °° 135.709 
W Series ET 136.283 
British GT GT3 — 136.405 
Lamborghini Super Trofeo CC 136.987 
USF2000 LLL 138.012 
Porsche Supercup/German CarreraCup — ED 138.450 
Italian/German Formula 4 i 138.662 
Spanish Formula 4 a 139.494 


GT2 European — TD 139.843 
Porsche CarreraCupGB ~ tt 140,136 
British Formula 4 — tt 141.992 
French Formula 4 i 142,168 
NASCAR Cup — ED 142.932 
Japanese Formula 4 ED 143.499 
Argentinian Super TC2000 TD 145.595 
NASCAR Xfinity Series ED 145.713 
Brazilian V8 Stock Cars TD — 145.810 
Ginetta GT4Supercup — TD 146.225 
British Touring Car Championship LD 146.440 
World Touring Car Cup LLL 147.132 
NASCAR Truck Series LD 148.454 
GT4 European Series 148.496 
TCR Europe tt 148.670 
Euro NASCAR Series LD 149.200 
British GT GT4 ED 149,38 4. 
US Formula 4 LD 149.767 
Alpine Europa Cup ED 150,822 
Pure ETCR LTD 151.103 
Mini Challenge JCW TD 156.663 
Ginetta Junior ee 176.932 
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Rules reset for 2017 provided great leap forward, widening the gap to the rest 

Spec Dallara chassis, but some freedom in development plus engine competition 
Reversion to universal aero kit caused loss of pace, but provided important cost savings 
New car for 2018, and turbo engines, but it’s still slower than the GP2 that went before 
Japan’s crowd-favourite series has tyre war and sophisticated cars with massive pace 
North America’s top-level sportscar contest uses LMP2 platform - and builds on that 
The WEC’s new flagship class is much slower than LMP1 - exactly as was intended 
Hugely competitive in 2021, and fewer restrictions in Europe’s top-level sportscar series 
Artificially pegged back to allow the new Hypercars room to breathe at the front 
Mazda-powered Dallara spec car sits probably the right distance behind IndyCar 

Slower than its European equivalents, but then again the field isn’t as competitive 
Basically it’s what used to be known as GP3, so no surprise to see it positioned here 
Japan’s series for old F3 concept has slim grids, but does have Toyota/Honda proteges 
Same car as Super Formula Lights, but runs on Michelin tyres instead of Yokohamas 
This class has come on in leaps and bounds. Strong fields and competitive racing 
Basically a Porsche-versus-Ferrari battle in 2021; now living on borrowed time 

As with LMP2, the field here doesn’t have the same depth as it has in Europe 

New Mazda-engined Tatuus was introduced in 2018. Good performance, not far off Lights 
Corvette had very little opposition in 2021, so where you’d expect compared to WEC GTE 
Loses to ‘mother’ ELMS because amateurs qualify, so we’re going on pros in free practice 
Australia’s F5000-inspired series isn’t that fast, but who cares when it’s a V8 soundtrack? 
Huge step forward from Gen1 to Gen2 machinery. Intriguing to ponder Gen3 prospects 
Massively competitive and sits where you’d expect, halfway between FIA F3 and F4 

New Zealand series has slipped slightly with COVID forcing the internationals out 

Yet to properly take off, but Alfa-powered Dome car impressively close to Euro equivalent 
Same chassis as Europe, but runs Alfa engine instead of Renault, and Chinese Giti tyres 
Uk’s premier single-seater series could overtake FRegional with new 2022 machinery 
Doesn’t have the factory teams or all-pro line-ups of the WEC’s flagship GTE class 

Went for its own BoP and Michelins in desperate bid to be fastest GT3 series. It succeeded! 
Much more amateur orientation for this GT3 series, but it does run on Michelins 

The indigenous Australian V8 series blows away its more humble European counterparts 
Michelins here too for IMSA’s version of GT3, but it’s generally the ams who qualify 

North American take on FRegional uses Honda engine in Ligier chassis. Still growing 
Phenomenal banner series of GT3 founder SRO, but Pirellis have slowed it down a touch 
This German crowd-pleaser is almost identical to GTWCE, and also uses Pirellis 

Identical Tatuus-Alfa combo to FRegional Asia, but centrally run series lags behind 

Not really any different to GTWCE, but this national series doesn’t have all-pro line-ups 
Fastest of the one-make GT sportscar series is nicely established as a GTWCE support 
Bottom rung of Road to Indy ladder impressively sits ahead of European F4 equivalents 
F1-supporting and German series both used new 992, with similar pool of competitors 
Same Tatuus-Abarth car, same Pirelli tyres, and largely the same frontrunning drivers 
Same car as Germany/lItaly, but runs on Hankooks and drivers aren’t quite same calibre 
SRO’s new GT concept had its first season in 2021, and made a fairly quiet start 

Stayed with the previous-gen model for 2021, and quality not as high as Supercup 
Mygale-Ford combo way behind Tatuus-Alfa. But GB has followed European lead for 2022 
Same Mygale as Britain, but uses Renault engine. Centrally run, so it’s a decent showing 
Multi-billion-dollar series looks bad here, but road courses aren’t its natural habitat... 
Has always had massive grids, but Dome-Toyotas don’t have pace of Euro equivalents 
New ORECA two-litre engine and reduction in aero trickery slowed series down in 2019 
NASCAR’s second series is exactly where you’d expect it to be, and where it should be 
Hugely entertaining and big-name drivers, even if the cars aren’t the fastest around 
BTCC’s second-string sportscar support comes out a whisker ahead of the main event 
NGTC regulations set BTCC apart from global tin-tops, but they work spectacularly well 
More production in orientation than NGTC, so you’d expect it to sit behind the BTCC 
Third-level NASCAR contest is as close to Xfinity as Xfinity is to Cup, so nicely positioned 
Massive grids and huge intake of young drivers make this the GT entry-level place to be 
Not far off FIA’s global series for the flagship TCR European series. Good competition here 
Europe’s more-restricted version of NASCAR merrily goes its own way, but not very quick 
Distance to the European equivalent is what you’d expect from a much smaller field 
Enormous fields, but Crawford-Honda combo a long way adrift of other leading F4 series 
Renault’s long-standing pan-European series is now targeted at early-career drivers 

Not too shabby a showing for the first year of the audacious electric tin-top initiative 

Has taken over from Clios on the BTCC support package and sits in roughly same place 
Entertaining BTCC support isn’t that quick, but makes up for that with the kids’ racing 
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a very representative circuit on which to compare 
categories, but Melbourne’s Albert Park isn’t, because 
we’d already found that street circuit data from Europe 
and North America provided outliers and was capable of 
skewing the stats. So it wasn’t a simple matter of doing 
the same with Australia’s Supercars F1 support round 
from the 2019 GP as we’d done with Super Formula. 
Again, here we had a saviour. The 2020 Bathurst 12 
Hour round of the Intercontinental GT Challenge took 
place shortly before lockdown. With that series pretty 
much identical to the GT World Challenge Europe 
(indeed, the Spa 24 Hours counts for both), we were able 
to use the pole time from its Bathurst race and then use 
Mount Panorama times as the basis for a 2019 Aussie 
Supercars index (we chose 2019 because the Bathurst 
12H was closer to the end of that season than the start 


“We'd found street circuit 
data provided outliers 
and could skew the stats” 


of the delayed 2020), then set the 2021 Supercars 
stats against 2019 (almost identical, as you’d expect). 

The 2019 Supercars data came in handy for NZ’s 
Toyota Racing Series too. Like the Bathurst 12 Hour, 
the 2020 TRS was completed just before lockdown, 
and we were able to calculate an index thanks to data 
from Pukekohe, which featured on the 2019 Supercars 
calendar. And bingo: it gave TRS 2020 an index a 
fraction ahead of the 2021 Formula Regional European 
Championship by Alpine, which is exactly what we’d 
expect. However, TRS 2021, with NZ inaccessible and 
the series contested by small grids of local drivers, 
dropped it a tad behind its European equivalent. 

In South America, the only hinge available was via the 
Brazilian V8 Stock Car series’ visit to Interlagos, so here 
we got a comparison to F1. But what about Argentina’s 
Super TC2000 equivalent? Here, the new TCR South 
America series was our friend. We were able to compare 
TCR’s Brazilian rounds against V8 Stock Cars, and 
found that the TCR series dropped in narrowly behind 
our index for TCR Europe — again, that was as we 
expected. We were therefore able to get an index for 
Super TC2000 based on how it matched up against 
TCR South America at the Argentinian circuits. 

And lastly... the UK. Several years ago, most of the 
major European championships visited these shores. 
But a combination of COVID and Brexit has slashed 
our enjoyment of international motorsport to the 
British GP (plus F2 and W Series supports), GTWCE 
on the Brands GP circuit and the NASCAR Euro Series 
at Brands Indy. Luckily, GB3 and British GT ventured 
to Spa, but we had a far smaller data cluster to work 
from for the main UK series than we had six years ago. 


The electric question 

Six years ago, Formula E was still pretty young and 

all we had to go on was testing times from Donington, 

since none of its street circuits were used by any 

other racing series. Now we have the benefit of data 

from its round on the full Monaco circuit — except 

for what we can only regard as an ego-driven decision 

to make a small alteration to the harbour chicane to 

prevent a direct comparison with petrol categories. 
Enquiries in the FE paddock suggested that this >> 
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TOYOTA GAZOO RACING 


SACHA FENESTRAZ 


The amiable Frenchman 

and former Lando Norris 
housemate is hugely enjoying 
his career in Japan. COVID-19 
immigration tribulations 
largely put the kybosh 

upon things of late, but he’s 
now back full-time in Super 
Formula with Kondo Racing 
and Super GT with Toyota 
works team TOM’S. 

Fenestraz explains that 
although the Dallara SF19 
single-seater is a spec car, 
there is engineering freedom: 
“The bodywork and chassis 
are fixed, but you can have 
your own dampers, third 
elements, bump rubbers - 
that’s open. And on the 
engine side, Toyota and 
I’m sure Honda use Super 
Formula not only to keep the 
drivers driving, but secondly 
to use it as development for 
the Super GT engine [the 
same four-cylinder, two-litre 
turbo powerplants are used]. 
For them, Super Formula 
is not the most important 
championship - it’s all 
about Super GT.” 

The Yokohama tyres used 
here are a key aspect of the 
pace, but could be quicker... 
“The cars are so fast, so 
grippy, and the Japanese 


Super Formula is 
“so fast, so grippy” 
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tyres are amazing,” enthuses 
Fenestraz. “But if we had 
Bridgestones [as used by 
TOM’S in the Super GT tyre 
war] we would be quicker.” 
Fenestraz describes the 
GR Supra GT500 machine as 
“I think one of the hardest 
cars to drive in my career so 
far. You have to slide it a lot, 
and this tendency is really 
tricky. There is a lot of tyre 
development and we 
have a lot of testing with 
Bridgestone, where we have 
around 10 sets a day and 
all are a little bit different. 
To keep the costs down you 
don’t have the third element 
[in the suspension] but you 


“Super Formula 

is not the most 
important 
championship - it’s 
all about Super GT” 


have a lot of downforce. 
It’s pure driving and it’s 
really quick. 

“I like the two cars 
for different things. The 
feeling of downforce in 
Super Formula is great, but 
Super GT you learn a lot as 
you go through the year.” 
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DRIVER’S VIEW 


NICK YELLOLY 


Such has been the explosion 
of GT3 racing across the globe 
that it can be tough to work 
out the little intricacies across 
the various series. But BMW 
factory driver Nick Yelloly, who 
will campaign the new M4 GT3 
in the GT World Challenge 
Europe this season and has 
contested the early-season 
IMSA blue-ribands with the 
Rahal Letterman squad, 

is well-placed to explain. 

And it’s tyres that are the 
obvious starting point. 

“For this year Pirelli 
[supplier to GTWCE] have 
upped their game,” says 
Yelloly. “Last year it was pretty 
peaky - it was a similar lap 
time to the Michelin [used in 


IMSA and the DTM] on one lap, 


but degraded. I’ve only done 
the Paul Ricard test on the 
new Pirelli, but it seems that 
its peak is on a par with the 
Michelin for one lap, if not 
better, and degradation-wise 
we've found we can manage 
it much more like a Michelin. 
| think they’ve done it to 
keep up with the DTM. 

“Also you have to take 
into account Balance of 
Performance. It’s different 
from SRO [which runs 


Yelloly just missed out on 


Sebring podium in new M4 GT3 
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GTWCE] to IMSA to DTM. All 
championships have different 
power outputs depending on 
who’s doing well. You could 
have 10 or 20 millibars of 
boost here and there, or 
a bit of weight added.” 

As such, car development 
is aimed more at providing 
a car that’s comfortable to 
drive consistently. “The main 
thing is to get it correct for the 
gentleman drivers,” points 
out Yelloly. “The M6 [which 
the M4 replaces this year] was 
difficult to drive even as a pro, 
but an Am can drive the M4 
consistently and well.” 

Yelloly has also had race- 
winning success In Germany’s 


“People forget that 
so many drivers 
who could or 
should have made 
it to F1 are in GT” 


ADAC GT Masters, which uses 
the same Pirelli as GTWCE: “I 
really enjoy that series - it’s 
tough, hard racing. People 
forget that so many drivers 
who could or should have 
made it to Fl are in GT. The 
level is just unbelievable.” 
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slowed the cars by “about half a second to a second”, 
so we’ve lopped 0.750s from the fastest Monaco FE 
qualifying time in 2021, then compared it to the 
respective Monaco performances of Fi, F2, FRegional 
and the Porsche Supercup to produce our index. 

The new-for-2021 Pure ETCR electric touring car 
series gave us more of a headache, not least because the 
sister World Touring Car Cup visited so few circuits 
used by other categories in our table. All we had to go 
on for WTCR was comparison with several series at 
the Hungaroring, and against Euro NASCAR at Most. 
The Sochi round was useless to match against Fi, F2 
and F3 because of bad weather. Still, WTCR came out 
just behind the BTCC’s indigenous NGTC formula, 
which is what we predicted. 

With that sorted, we then had the conundrum of 
Pure ETCR, and here we had to get very imaginative. 
We only had the Hungaroring and Pau-Arnos to go 
on for comparison purposes, using the data from the 
high-power Time Trial phase of each round. The Time 
Trial starting gates at each circuit were situated in 
sector three, therefore elongating sector one on the 
timing data. But it was possible to calculate a notional 
Time Trial lap time on a ‘conventional’ lap by delving 
into the best sector times from the high-power and 
lower-power laps. Simple! 


In 2016, Super Formula narrowly won the race for 
second place in our table with an index of 105.780, 
from IndyCar (106.014), LMP1 (107.188), GP2 (108.114) 
and the old Formula Renault 3.5 (110.674). This time, 
only Super Formula comes in below 113 (quite 
comfortably, on 109.612). 

The reasons for this are numerous. At the time of 
our previous survey, IndyCar teams were using their 
ugly manufacturer aero kits. The introduction of the 
universal aero kit for 2018 made the cars prettier, but 
slowed them down a touch. The old GP2’s replacement 
by the new Formula 2 Dallara in 2019 continued the 
trend of FIA-endorsed single-seater championships 
getting heavier and heavier — see also Formula 
Regional instead of the old F3 and Formula Renault. 

The introduction of Le Mans Hypercars in 2021 in 
place of LMP1 was designed to place the top division of 
endurance racing just ahead of LMP2, and this is exactly 
what happened. As a result, the LMH category falls in 
not only behind IMSA’s Daytona Prototype international 
division (which is dropped at the end of 2022), but both 
come up short of Japan’s Super GT. Back in 2016, Super 
GT was behind Indy Lights and the old GP3, yet now 
it has leapt forward to fifth overall. A national GT 
championship is ahead of all the world’s flagship 
prototype classes... Japan, indeed, does extremely well, 
with the introduction of the new Dallara SFi9 Super 
Formula car for 2019 in place of the outgoing SF14 
raising performance in its flagship single-seater category. 

But the biggest reason for the gulf between F1 and 
the rest is... Fi. Back in 2016, our use of 2015 data 
came when the current turbo-hybrid formula was 
still in its infancy. Furthermore, the rule changes for 
2017 to encourage faster cars provided a massive step 
forwards: in that single season, F1 leapt forward to 
the tune of 2.913%. The main leap forward in the 
table comes from FE, which has closed the gap to F1, 
such has been its rate of progress. 

The remainder you can see from our explainers in 
the main table. So now, time to start getting some 
rest before working on our 2028 equivalent. 
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Preparing to unload car and kit * M-Sport crewisa tight-knit bunch § 
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‘Green light’ indicator shows 
it’s safe for Autosport’s man 
to get busy with cleaning 
cloth and torque wrench 


on 
Pte 


LIFE AS A RALLY MECHANIC 


Bolting wanderers 


The drivers get the glare of attention, but it’s the mechanics who 


are key to the operation of any World Rally Championship cart. 


Time to get our hands dirty with the M-Sport crew 


TOM HOWARD 


PHOTOGRAPHY M-SPORT 


herever you are in the world, a group of mechanics 
accompanies every race or rally car. Without them, 
W motorsport simply cannot function. While the 
drivers are thrust into the spotlight, it’s these 
hardy spanner-wielding souls, often the first to 
arrive and the last to leave, who build, maintain and repair the 
machines that allow drivers to succeed across all disciplines. 

When it comes to those who work out of a toolbox for a living, 
World Rally Championship mechanics are regarded among the elite. 
Their Formula 1 counterparts are required to perform blink-and- 
you-miss-it pitstops and sometimes huge rebuilds, but those who 
work in the WRC are a different breed. These unsung heroes work 
frighteningly long hours, and are expected to perform against the 
clock in services, often performing miracles at speed since driver 
crews must reach time-control checkpoints neither late nor early. 
For example, a gearbox change is a job that can be completed 
in just 10 minutes, while a car can be fully serviced in 15. 

To better understand how these mechanics operate, M-Sport Ford 
invited Autosport to be thrown into the deep end by joining the 
team to work on its brand new £750,000 WRC Ford Puma Rally1 
at the South Belgian Rally. While this was a smaller national event 
— part of the Belgian Rally Championship — it was taken just as 
seriously as a WRC round. The reason for this was that M-Sport 
had dispatched a crew of 12 and one Puma to offer new WRC signing 
Pierre-Louis Loubet a first outing in the hybrid beast, before his 
first of seven WRC rounds, beginning on Rally Croatia next month. 

“Tt’s really important as this is the event that will help build my 
confidence for the rest of the season, so the main goal is to reach 
the event finish, and if we can show a good pace that would be 
great,” smiles Loubet upon his arrival to the service park. 

“Although it’s only a clubman-style rally, we wouldn’t treat 
it any different,’ adds M-Sport’s senior technician of 22 years, 

Gary Barker. “We are here to do a job and to do it to the same 
level as if it were a WRC event.” 

So, no pressure then for someone whose only previous 
spanner work has been reserved for Scalextric cars... 

Before any work can be carried out on a Rally1 car, mechanics are 
required to undertake a health and safety course to understand the 
potential dangers of hybrid-powered vehicles. New for 2022, Rally1 
machines are equipped with a 100kW hybrid kit that combines 
with a1.6-litre turbocharged internal combustion engine to produce 
soobhp in short bursts. Team personnel must keep an eye on a 
system of coloured lights and cones to determine whether the car 
is safe to work on. When a green light or cone placed on the roof 
of the car appears, then you’re good to go. But if a red light appears 
on the windscreen or side window, then there’s a danger that 750 
volts could end up coursing through your body. A sobering thought. 

“The human threshold for current is something around 20 to 30 
milliamps, and this will output hundreds of milliamps of current 


— it is not to be messed with,’ M-Sport’s on-site e-safety engineer 
Michael Le Monnier tells us. “It’s no more dangerous than working 
on any other car, as long as you know the risks associated with it.” 

Fully briefed on hybrid safety, and following a 6am breakfast, we 
arrive at a rural Belgian street that will be turned into a rally service 
park in a matter of hours. The car is rolled out of the truck while the 
crew build up base camp, which consists of a large inflatable tent to 
house the car. Tools, wheels, jacks, wheel stands and an impressive 
arsenal of spares, from bumpers to washers, are housed in the truck, 
which mirrors a mobile Halfords store. 

Once set up, it’s time to prep the car. Autosport is tasked with a 
relatively easy first job — fitting the bonnet and boot catches on the 
Puma. Suffice to say, a first attempt at pop-riveting is perhaps not 
this writer’s finest hour, requiring one of the professionals to fix 
my handiwork on one of the bonnet catches. 

This schoolboy error offers a first glimpse of the teamwork, 
camaraderie or “good craic’, as one of the mechanics labels it. 
Everyone helps each other out. There’s also a healthy level of 
mickey-taking among the crew, but it’s all said in jest and can 
be valuable when times are tough. “We keep each other going by 
taking the mick out of each other,” says Charlie Shuttleworth, who 
is one of the team’s newest recruits. “You sometimes get tired 
and get a bit arsey with each other, but it’s all part of it. You get 
to see the world and wear the fancy overalls, so it’s all worth it.” 

“Tt’s all good craic,’ adds gearbox technician Charlie Reynolds. 

“If something goes wrong you have to be there and pick up 


“If something goes wrong you 
have to be there and pick up the 
slack and get the thing sorted” 


the slack and get the thing sorted.” 

As Reynolds has hinted, fatigue is a genuine issue. At some 
events, the crew is forced to work around the clock, operating on 
little sleep. Even the team’s breakthrough victory on the Monte 
Carlo Rally in January with Sebastien Loeb and Isabelle Galmiche 
was not a walk in the park. “In Monte Carlo, the first service on 
the first day we obviously had a few issues and problem solving, 
but it meant we delayed the start of the car’s service for as long 
as we could before we had to have them checking in to parc ferme,” 
says Barker. “But that meant the time in bed that evening was 
an hour and a half before being back up for a long day. 

“Before we went to Monte Carlo we turned up with four new 
cars and we worked over 80 hours the week before to get the cars 
to the startline. It’s a big achievement as a team, and we don’t 
have a lot of people, so it was quite special to win.” >> 
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Loubet buzzing after first outing in Puma 
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Clubman-style rally treated like a WRC round 


Now we’ve recovered from the bonnet-catch setback, it’s time 
to slide under the car for the first time to help fit the front sump 
guard. It’s when you face the underside of the car — this is the 
machine piloted to a stage win and fifth place on the Monte by Gus 
Greensmith — that you see the level of detail involved in designing 
a WRC machine. It’s engineered to be quick on the stages, but 
also for efficiency when changing and assembling components. 

“We do try to take into account the fact that we’re going to 
change a gearbox and front arms, suspension components, so 
there is a bit of emphasis on that when we design a car from the 
mechanic’s point of view, to try and make it effective in all areas,” 
explains Barker. “It’s great to be fast on the stages, but if you’re 
losing time in servicing then it can counteract what you are 
trying to achieve. Everything is made to be changeable.” 

The fastening of every bolt is then checked with a torque wrench 
before the wheels are fitted, the windscreen and bodywork are 
cleaned, and then Loubet is sent on his way for a couple of 
shakedown runs on the road around the village of Vresse-sur- 
Semois. In between the runs, the crew leaps into action to 
perform a quick service before the car heads out again. 


“The mechanics carry out their 
routine like a rehearsed set piece 
on a football training ground” 


Loubet is suitably impressed with the Puma, which is music to 
the ears of the crew. “It was an amazing feeling this morning and 
I have been waiting for this for a long time now,” he says. “I was 
very impressed with the car as the feeling has come very early.” 
And as for Autosport’s small input, he adds with a smile: “You 
have been great for the moment, so continue like that, but if 
we have an issue I will come back to you.” 

Unusually, this rally’s shakedown comes before its recce day, 
meaning Friday is spent prepping the car while Loubet and 
co-driver Vincent Landais run through the four stages that are 
to be repeated four times on Saturday to make up the 150km of 
competitive mileage. This provides a chance to oversee the myriad 
tasks being carried out on the car, and an opportunity to attempt 
changing a wheel armed with an airgun. After a lengthy process 
(compared to the professionals) a new left-rear is successfully fitted, 
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but it’s safe to say we won’t be joining a WRC team any time soon. 

After another 6am breakfast, it’s back to the service park for 
the start of the rally proper. The car is warmed up and final checks 
are undertaken. The familiar torque wrench is back, checking 
that all 20 bolts are safe, one mechanic on each corner of the car 
undertaking the duty. The car is fitted with a fresh set of boots 
and Loubet is away. For the mechanics, it’s now a case of waiting 
for the car to return, and being ready to perform any fix or change 
required. Information on Loubet’s progress filters through the 
engineers. It’s this important communication channel that 
can give the crew a heads-up as to what work may need 
to be carried out at the first service. 

Around mid-morning, the distinctive noise of the Rally1 Puma 
can be heard as Loubet pulls into the M-Sport tent, and a swarm 
of people surrounds the car as they get to work. It’s here where the 
incredible teamwork and seamless interaction between each of the 
crew members comes to the fore, the mechanics carrying out their 
routine like a rehearsed set piece on a football training ground. 

In a matter of moments the car is jacked up, stands are in, wheels 
are removed, and front, middle and rear guards are off as checks are 
carried out. In this service, your writer is charged with helping 
check the pre-loads on the front and rear differentials with one of 
the mechanics. This requires a bespoke tool being placed over the 
wheel pegs, while on the other side another mechanic monitors 
pre-load with a similar component that offers up a reader to 
determine how difficult it is for the wheels to turn independently 
while no power or braking is being applied. 

While it’s mindblowing how calmly and smoothly the process 
unfolds, with not a moment of panic, this is something that has 
been rehearsed countless times. “We’ve done it God knows how 
many times at the workshop, so when you can come out here and 
do it really quickly it looks quite impressive,” says Shuttleworth. 

Two services later in the unseasonal Belgian heat and the rally 
is over, with the most significant work being a damper change 
that takes all of five minutes. Although not officially competing, 
Loubet ends up fastest across the event, leaving the Frenchman 
suitably comfortable and confident in the car ahead of Rally Croatia. 

This has given us a glimpse into the life of a WRC mechanic, 
leaving no doubt that these talented specialists deserve the 
utmost respect. So will Autosport’s services be requested 
again? Probably not... “You can do the writing, I can do the 
mechanic work,” concludes Barker. “Everybody has got 
their own forte in life, shall we say?” .# 
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Raising the Ti-tanak - the ultimate pet job 
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M-Sport’s mechanics proved what “We knew there had been they couldn’t see it. It was probably Wehad abit of a base plan as to 
can be possible by completing a an accident, but then when the avery short period of time, but it what we would need to do, but 
miraculous repair that has gone next car got to the finish line and felt like a lifetime before we knew that changed as we found other 
down in World Rally Championship __ they were asked if they had seen the car had gone into the lake and problems. The fuel tank was full 
folklore. It was coined the ‘miracle him [Tanak] they said no,” recounts _‘ that the driver and co-driver were of water, so we had to change the 
of Mexico’ and lit up social media as Gary Barker, a senior technician out of the car and OK. fuel tank - that wasn’t in the plan. 
‘raising the Ti-tanak’ when the crew who worked on the repair. “Obviously, we thought, ‘Well, “We had three hours, but we had 
achieved the unthinkable in 2015 “The helicopter went out and that’s it’, then, ‘Will we even see a semi-stripped car because there 
by repairing Ott Tanak’s Ford Fiesta the car again?’ We never thought was no interior left, there was no 
- after it had spent 10 hours at “To bring something we would even attempt to try cooling package on the front as we 
the bottom of a lake. back from 10 hours at and repair it. As the day went had taken all the charge system off 

Tanak and co-driver Raigo on they sent the divers in to get and the turbo, so basically there 

Molder, carrying damaged front the bottom of a lake the car. Eventually after eight was the remnants of an engine 
suspension, had careered off the is definitely up there or 10 hours it got recovered. in the shell, and that was it. 
side of a steep downhill gravel hi t” “We got the car in the bay and “There was a bit of anticipation 
road running adjacent to a lake. as an acmevemen on stands and we set off to work. and thoughts of, ‘Is it going to go?’ 


The car subsequently rolled 
down the embankment before 
plunging into the water. 

Tanak and Molder, pacenotes 
book in hand, managed to free 
themselves from the cockpit 
and swam to safety. 

The unharmed yet bedraggled 
Estonians thought their rally was 
over as they watched their Fiesta 
sink. But M-Sport boss Malcolm 
Wilson had other ideas. He decided 
not only to recover the car using 
trained divers, but to attempt to 
drain it of water and repair it 
for Tanak to return to action 
the following day. 


[once it was all put back together]. 
It went on the first chime, so the 
hairs on the back of the neck 
went up. There have been some 
big repairs, but to bring something 
back from 10 hours at the bottom 
of a lake is definitely up there 
as an achievement.” 

Tanak and Molder, armed 
with pacenotes that had been 
dried out in a hotel room, reached 
the rally finish, jumping out of 
their car wearing snorkels to make 
light of the experience they had 
been through. The car went on 
to finish fourth next time out 
on Rally Argentina. 
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RACE PREPARATION 
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS RACE PARTS 
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ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
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Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 
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RACE PARTS MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Passionate About Motorsport 
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www.jjcraceandrally.com 
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MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


BUSINESS FOR SALE STORAGE 


N\ 
Retirement sale 


LISTA STORAGE SOLUTIONS 
FOR MOTORSPORT 


r Circuit-based 
motorsport hardware 
and accessory business 
in the heart of the Midlands 
motorsport cluster 


-_ 


CALLUSNOW 
OR SEND AN E-MAIL 


01908 222333 f 
info.uk@lista.com 


Expressions of interest welcome 
nicholas.williams3322@gmail.com 
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TRACK DAYS 


_ SAVE THE DAT 
RACE TESTS 


11/12 MAL MONZA /I 


Y fessional test - = 
. wiatetes lined aumaiee of starters 19 JUL NURBURGRING SPRINT /D 
+ Exclusively for professional motorsport teams 3/4 AUG PAUL RICARD IF 

and race drivers with experience and racing licenses 21 AUG NURBURGRING SPRINT /D 
+ Second driver on registered car included 31 AUG/ 1SEP PORTIMAO IP 


+ Timekeeping included 


7/8 SEP SILVERSTONE /GB 


INFO & BOOKING HOCKENHEIM /D 
GEDLICH-RACING.COM : 


RACETEST@GEDLICH-RACING.COM 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport | 
JOBS 


Marketing Operations Internship 
Red Bull Racing 


We are currently recruiting for a Marketing Operations Intern 
to be based with the Red Bull Racing team in Milton Keynes, 
UK. This will be a three months summer internship starting 
in June 2022. 


Reporting to into the Marketing Operations Team, the intern 
will help support the effective and efficient running of the 
marketing operational plan as well supporting measurement 
and optimising execution across the Oracle Red Bull 

Racing Marketing Team. The last date for submitting your 
applications will be 30 April, 2022. Interviews to be held 
during 1st and 2nd week of May. The internship will be from 
3rd June until 12th September 2022 and based in Red Bull 
Racing, Milton Keynes. 


Your areas of knowledge and expertise that matter most for 
this role: 


¢ Administration skills 

¢ Experience in creating schedules & plans 

* Experience in using Microsoft Office (essential) 

¢ Strong interest in planning and coordinating across the 
marketing team 
Events experience (ideal) 
We value experience over formal qualifications 


To apply now visit 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Mechanic 
Saintéloc Racing 


SainteLoc was founded in 2004 by Sebastien Chetail. After 
nearly 20 years of successful championships in Sports Cars, 
Rallye and Andros Trophy, Sainteloc is launching a new 
venture in single seater, starting with the new Tatuus F4 
Gen2 but quickly wanting to climb the ladder of the single 
seater championships in the coming years. Sainteloc is 
looking for a full-time mechanic with experience reporting 
directly to the Chief Mechanic. 


Key responsibilities: 


Responsible for the preparation, setup and maintenance 
of the race car both at the factory and race/test events. 
Attend all races and tests events. 

Assist with freight and all trackside activities. 

Assist in the operation of the garage and its 
infrastructure. 


This position is based in Saint-Etienne near Lyon in France 
in a brand-new state-of-art 5000 m2 workshop. The role 
will require some international travel and long flexible hours. 
We offer a competitive salary, full time/permanent contract 
(CDI under French law) and the possibility to grow within the 
team and be part of a new adventure. 


To apply now visit Www.motorsportjobs.com 
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No. 1 Mechanic 


Richardson Racing 


Richardson Racing is a professional race team achieving 
success in multiple premier motorsport categories across 
the UK. Our mission is to provide talent with a platform to 
achieve unrivalled success in their field. From bespoke driver 
development services to training schemes for our engineers, 
we invest in our talent to perform to their maximum 
potential. 


The team is also diversifying into new areas of the high 
performance vehicle industry, with many exciting new 
projects underway including big renovations to their existing 
workshop. 


We are looking for an experienced No.1 Race Mechanic to 
join our Porsche Carrera Cup team. 


Reporting to the Team Manager 

* Responsibility for the preparation, maintenance and set 
up of our Porsche Carrera cars at race events and tests 
Directly manage a group of mechanics 
Promote teamwork and effective communication 
Attend all test and race events 
Assist in the operation of the garage 
Responsible for cleanliness and condition of your work 
area, tools and equipment 
Be an integral member of the team, take part in the pit 
stops & assist other team members 
Report any reliability issues to the team 


To apply now visit 


JOBS 
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No. 1 Mechanic 
Alpine Fl Team 


BWT Alpine Racing have an opportunity to join our team at 

a tremendously exciting time in our history within Formula 1. 
Within our facility in Enstone, we are looking to hire the most 
talented individuals to support our mission. As part of this 
team, we are looking for a No 1 Mechanic to join our Race 
Support Team. 


Reporting to the Race Support Team Manager and Chief 
Mechanic, this role will work within a team of mechanics to 
support test and show car events. 


Build, maintain and service the Race Support Team F1 
cars whilst working to various build procedures and build 
manuals. 

Working to tight timelines while at RST events/tests/ 
factory builds. 

Keeping a record of all car part life numbers for each 
event (Working to supplied life build sheets) 
Attend/support the race team at various Fl tests and 
Grand Prix. 

Assist in Building the Race support team garage set up at 
the events. 

Pit equipment repair, manufacture (Fabricate if possible) 
New equipment ideas. 

To assist with the maintenance and service of the race 
support team pit equipment. 

To work in and maintain a clean and tidy working 
environment whilst at Enstone and events. 


To apply now visit Www.motorsportjobs.com 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact|james.robinson@motorsport.comjor call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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Experienced Machinist 
Formhalls Vintage & Racing 


We are seeking an experienced Machinist to join our team 
who needs to be able to machine engine components 
from Classic and Vintage cars to a very high standard of 
accuracy: 


Crankshaft grinding 
Cylinder head skimming 
Line Boring 

Cylinder boring 

Manual Milling and Turning 
Component Manufacture 


Our Ideal Machinist: 


Time served fully qualified machinist/turner 

Able to operate a range of conventional/manual 
machines, including lathes and milling machines 

Able to demonstrate a good working knowledge of cutting 
different materials, tool selection and speeds and feeds 
Able to demonstrate accurate use of hand-held 
measuring equipment, including, micrometers, verniers, 
bore gauges and dial gauges 

Capable of self-checking work and to possess high 
personal standards with respect to Quality, Health & 
Safety, Environment, and cleanliness 


ww.motorsportjobs.com 


We are currently seeking an ambitious Composites 
Support Engineer to join our Fl Composites Design group, 
working on a wide variety of projects. This is a fast-paced 
environment and to succeed in this role the candidate will 
need to be adaptable, demonstrate initiative and enjoy 
working under pressure to meet tight deadlines. 


To apply now visit 
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Composite Support Engineer 
Williams F1 Team 


Concept design through to detailing of composite 
components and assemblies. 

Flexibility & agility to cover design details on a wide range 
of composite assemblies. 

Calculation work and production of supporting 
documentation for factory and trackside. 

End to end ownership of projects, incorporating 
manufacture, build, testing and racing, including fault 
analysis and resolution. 

Promoting best design practice and driving continuous 
improvement. 


The candidate will have a good understanding of 
composites engineering and manufacturing technologies. 
Strong CAD skills are necessary, ideally with experience 

of NX, however training will be provided for conversion 
from other CAD systems. Applicants should bring a 
creative, proactive approach to problem-solving, along with 
attention to detail. A friendly, collaborative outlook, with 
good communication and organization skills will help the 
successful candidate integrate well into our design team. 


To apply now visit Www.motorsportjobs.com 
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Calibration Engineer & Dyno Operator 
Nicholson McLaren Engines 


We are looking for a proactive, confident technician who 

is ateam focused individual possessing an excellent 
understanding of engine characteristics, willing to learn and 
take on new challenges. 


The successful candidate will be responsible for all aspects 
of engine and hub dyno operation and be experienced in 

all aspects of engine calibration, wiring and installation of 
engine management systems. 


The ideal candidate should be: 


Experienced in engine management technology. 
Confident in taking on complete engine mapping projects. 


* Experienced in wiring and installing engine management 


systems. 

Able to build, create and optimise mapping strategy. 
Experienced in fault finding diagnosis. 

Familiar with providing remote customer support. 
Familiar with using engine dynamometers. 

Familiar with using hub dynamometers. 

Experienced in engine / dyno installation. 

Read & understand technical drawings. 

PC literate. 

Capable of developing a build book and written reports. 
Engine build experience an advantage but not essential. 
Willing to assist with engine build shop activity when 
required. 


ww.motorsportjobs.com 


@ 


To apply now visit 
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Senior IT Support Engineer 
Haas Fl Team 


Key responsibilities: 


Support, administer and develop enterprise-wide business 
systems including our Enterprise Resource Planning 
(ERP) software, financial platforms and Product Lifecycle 
Management (PLM) tools. 

Support the successful operation of mission critical 
development applications including Computational Fluid 
Dynamics (CFD) software, Finite Element Analysis (FEA) 
and design software. 

Manage the High-Performance Compute (HPC) software 
stack and Linux OS upkeep. 

Provide 3rd line support and be an escalation path for 1st 
& 2nd line support teams. 

Plan and support production changes, including authoring 
of change documentation and presentation at Change 
Control Boards. 

Support the companies public and private cloud platforms 
and assisting with the deployment of the departments 
cloud adoption strategy where required. 

Utilize leading and bleeding edge technology to ensure 
the team maintains a competitive advantage. 

Assist in the support and administration of storage, 
servers, networking, Windows domain and security 
devices across the Haas F1 global estate. 

Provide mentoring and training to other team members. 


To apply now visit Www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact|james.robinson@motorsport.comfor call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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The World’s Leading Online Industry-Led 
Motorsport Degrees 


Motorsport Engineering Advanced Motorsport Business of Motorsport 
+ Final Year Top-up Engineering PGC, PGD & CPD Options 


The National Motorsport Academy offer the World’s first Online Motorsport Engineering Degrees, allowing you 
to study flexibly, around work and family for a career in Motorsport. 


All degrees are awarded by our academic partner De Montfort University. Join students from Formula 1, WRC & 
WEC with the National Motorsport Academy’s industry-led online motorsport degrees. 


Find out more at motorsport.nda.ac.uk @ © oO in] 
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Century joins Carrera 
Cup with Rosland Gold 


PORSCHE CARRERA CUP GB 


Successful GT team Century Motorsport 
will expand into the Porsche Carrera 

Cup GB for the first time this season in 

a partnership with gold specialist Rosland 
Gold that aims to bring title success in 
three British Touring Car support classes. 

Three drivers will be entered in cars 
under the ‘Rosland Gold Racing by Century 
Motorsport’ banner with reigning British 
GT4 champion Gus Burton racing in the 
Carrera Cup, two-time Ginetta GT'5 
Challenge title winner James Kellett in 
the GT4 Supercup and sophomore racer 
Blake Angliss in the GT4 Supercup’s 
G55 class for the older model. 

“We’ve assembled the best team we 
could,” said Century boss Nathan Freke. 
“Gus has been with us for three years, 
James since 2018 and it’s Blake’s second 
year so we know the guys well and we’re 
ready to fight for the championships. 

“Tt’s Rosland Gold’s vision to 
have Rosland Gold Racing and we’re 
facilitating that. The whole idea is 
we are developing young talent and 
providing a ladder to go on a journey 
with our customers. We’re doing the 
Ginetta GT Academy and picking them 
up as complete novices and we can take 
them all the way up to GT3 level.” 


Freke said Century had long considered 
a move into the Carrera Cup but feels the 
introduction of the new Type 992 911 
GT3 Cup machine for this year creates 
a more level playing field, making 
now the right time to join. 

“Tt’s been on our radar for a long time,” 
he explained. “But it’s not easy to go into 
a very competitive category against people 
with so much experience of the cars. We 
had a plan for a two-car team but sadly 
we couldn’t physically get the car. Next 
year, we will be running a minimum of 
two and probably three.” 

Burton becomes the third of the four 
finalists that battled to be selected as 
the 2022-23 Porsche GB Junior to join the 
grid this year, alongside eventual winner 
Adam Smalley and Theo Edgerton. Freke 
admitted it will be a “tall order” to win 
against strong opposition, but added: “Gus 
is a super-quick kid and we’ve had a really 
good testing programme with him.” 

Century originated as a Ginetta-focused 
team before expanding to run BMWs 
in British GT. It is continuing that 
relationship with Ginetta and Kellett is set 
to be a key contender in the GT'4 Supercup 
as the new G56 car is adopted, having 
taken three wins when he joined for 
the final two events last year. 

STEPHEN LICKORISH 


IN THE HEADLINES 


YOUNG DAY JOINS R RACING 


Title-winning Ginetta Junior squad 

R Racing has signed 16-year-old 
Jamie Day to partner Josh Miller for 
its maiden season in British GT with 
an Aston Martin Vantage GT4. Emirati 
driver Day, who scored a single win 
on his way to sixth in UAE Formula 4 
last season, will form one half of 
what is set to be the youngest line-up 
in series history. He and Miller will 
have a combined age of 33 years and 
14 days for next month’s opener. 


2 SEAS SUFFERS FIRE 


British GT squad 2 Seas Motorsport 
suffered an electrical fire at its 
Aylesbury base last Saturday, 
causing some team equipment and 
parts to be damaged or lost. The 
Mercedes GT3 outfit, which has 
signed Lewis Williamson and James 
Cottingham for this season, said no 
team members were at the premises 
and nobody was hurt. Its cars and 
equipment had been packed up 
ahead of a test at Oulton Park, with 
its track activities unaffected. 


FORMULA WOMAN WINNERS 


The four Formula Woman winners 
who have secured a funded season 
in the GT Cup this year have been 
announced. Scot Jodie Sloss, 
Canadian Erika Hoffmann, Indian 
Anushriya Gulati and Jamaican Sara 
Misir have been selected following 
aseries of assessments. They will 
compete into two McLaren 570S 
GT4s, run by DTO Motorsport. English 
drivers Steph Sore and Amy Riley 
have been chosen as reserves. 


EDWARDS’ FIAT VICTORY 


British Rally champion Matt Edwards 
(below) stepped back to historic 
rallying to win last Saturday’s Rally 
North Wales, the second round of the 
British Historic Rally Championship. 
Edwards and Hamish Campbell gave 
the Rallysport Development Fiat 131 
a first victory at this level, despite 
very heavy steering after the sump 
guard was damaged. They defeated 
the Ford Escort Mk2 of Nick Elliott 
and Dave Robson by 16 seconds. 
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McLaren will not run its Driver 
Development Programme in the 
British GT Championship this year. 

The scheme was first set up in 2018, run 
by Tolman Motorsport, and gave young 
drivers access to professional coaches as 


well as a salary to race McLaren’s 570S GT4. 


Charlie Fagg and Michael O’Brien were 
just two points shy of winning the 2018 
GT4 title when part of the scheme, and 
James Dorlin and Josh Smith were among 
the most impressive pairings the following 
year, while team-mates Jordan Collard and 
Lewis Proctor also won a race that season. 

Following a hiatus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the programme was operated by 
Rocket Team RJN in 2021, but the team was 
frequently blighted by misfortune and will 
concentrate on GT3 racing this year. 

The DDP scheme was set for a shake-up 


in 2022, with the driver deemed to be the 
most impressive awarded a contract with 
McLaren, and 14 racers were evaluated at 
Snetterton last autumn. It was overseen 
by McLaren’s former head of customer 
racing Danny Buxton, who has joined 
British Touring Car Championship squad 
BTC Racing as its new team principal. 

A statement provided to Autosport by 
McLaren Automotive said: “We will not be 
running the McLaren Driver Development 
Programme in the 2022 British GT 
Championship. Our motorsport focus this 
year is on increasing McLaren Customer 
Racing activities with customer teams in 
GT4 and GT3 competition worldwide.” 

One such customer, Rocket Team RJN, 
will make a full-time return to the GT3 
ranks this year with a McLaren 720S (above, 
right) after entering three races in 2021 
with Mia Flewitt and Euan Hankey. 

James Kell, who finished third in the 
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GT4 standings last year with the team 
alongside Collard and scored a single win at 
Snetterton, will be joined by historics racer 
Simon Watts in a Silver-Am class entry. 

Team principal Bob Neville said both 
drivers had “adapted extremely well” to the 
GT3 machine, with which Silver pairing 
O’Brien and James Baldwin won the opening 
round of the 2020 season at Oulton Park 
on their way to fourth in the standings. 

It becomes the fifth 720S on the GT3 
grid, which currently counts 16 entries. 


Loake targets British F4 title 
with JHR alongside Dimitrov 


British Formula 4 race 
winners Joseph Loake 
and Georgi Dimitrov will 
continue in the series 
for a second season, with 
Dimitrov joining Loake 
at JHR Developments. 
Loake, the 2020 Fiesta 
Junior champion, took three 
wins last season en route to 
sixth in the standings, and is 
the highest-placed driver 
from 2021 to remain in the 
series. He is now plotting a 
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title bid with the JHR squad 
that powered Matthew Rees 
to the 2021 crown. 

“T’ll be going for the 
championship — that’s the 
main goal,” said Loake, who 
also contested UAE F4 
rounds in the winter. “JHR 
are going to be fully behind 
me, which is really nice, 
so I’ll be giving it my all. 

“With my experience 
in the series last year and 
racing in F4 UAE in Dubai, 

I have been heavily involved 
with helping the team to 


develop the new car. The car 
is a lot different but it really 
suits the way that I like to 
drive, so hopefully it will 

be a good year.” 

Dimitrov took three 
reversed-grid successes last 
year and joins JHR after 
spells with Richardson 
Racing and Arden in 2021. 

“Following JHR’s results 
from last year and in previous 
years, they have a lot of 
experience in British F4, 
even with the new car,” he 
said. “I think they’re going 
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to offer a great package for 
this year and I’m excited” 

Joining the sophomore 
drivers at JHR will be 
Australian karting graduate 
Noah Lisle, who steps up 
for his first year in cars. 
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New venture in GTs 
for ex-FF1600 driver _ 
Maclennan this year 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Maclennan heads to GT Cup 
with Valluga’s Cayman GT4 


GT CUP 


Ex-Formula Ford driver Neil Maclennan 
will make the switch to the GT Cup this 
season after penning a deal to race with 
the Silverstone-based Valluga team. 
Maclennan, who won the National 
FF1600 title in 2020 with Kevin Mills 


on this new challenge and definitely see 
it as a first step in my ambition to one 


day race in the legendary Le Mans 24 
Hours,” said Maclennan. “The GT Cup 
is a series I have always wanted to be 
in and I’m delighted to be making my 
GT racing debut with Valluga.” 
Meanwhile, RAM Racing will expand 


Racing, will drive a Porsche 718 Cayman 
GT4 Clubsport in the GTH category 
of the championship, and will benefit 
from the coaching of experienced GT 
racer Ross Wylie and Peter Gronbjerg. 
The 23-year-old from Aberdeenshire 
will be partnered in the car by Irishman 
Cameron Fenton. 


into the GT Cup this season and will field 
two Mercedes-AMG GT3s. Ian Loggie will 
drive one of the cars solo alongside his 
British GT commitments, while the 
second machine will be shared by 
Mike Price and Callum Macleod. 

The GT Cup season begins at 
Donington Park next weekend. 


“T’m really looking forward to taking 


STEPHEN BRUNSDON 


Inquest into C1 driver’s death 


INQUEST 


The safety harness worn by 
a driver who died at Snetterton 
came unbuckled moments 
before her fatal crash, an 
inquest has heard. 

Angela Lucas was 
participating in a Citroen C1 
endurance race at the circuit 
on 4 July 2021 when she was 
involved in a collision. The 
42-year-old died as a result 
of serious head injuries. 

A full inquest into her 
death is due to be held in 


front of a jury on 3-4 May. 
But, at a pre-inquest review 
hearing held at Norfolk 
Coroners’ Court last Thursday, 
it emerged that her safety 
harness came unbuckled 
shortly before the crash. 
Jacqueline Lake, senior 
coroner for Norfolk, said 
attempting to ascertain how 
this had happened would make 


up part of the two-day inquest. 


The review also heard 
concerns from members of 
Lucas’s family that the same 
harness had come undone the 


day before while being worn by 
her team-mate Shaun Fray. 
Lake confirmed that the 
harness itself would be brought 
to the court to allow it to be 
demonstrated to members of 
the jury as part of the evidence. 
She added that serious 
consideration would be given 
as to whether CCT'V footage of 
the crash would be shown to 
the jury during the hearing, 
admitting she was “reluctant” 
as family members had not 
yet seen it. 
DAVID HANNANT 


IN THE HEADLINES 


BARC SENDS UKRAINE AID 
The British Automobile Racing Club 
has donated medical supplies to 
Ukraine following the invasion by 
Russia. IV fluids, trauma and burns 
dressings, tourniquets and airway 
management equipment was sent 
to Poland last week before being 
transported to the war-torn country, 
with a second delivery due to follow. 


MORE DRIVERS FOR GB4 


Nikolas Taylor and Christian Lester 
have been announced as competing 
in the GB4 Championship this 
season, which begins this weekend 
at Snetterton. Taylor completes 
Fortec Motorsports’ three-driver 
line-up, while Lester will race for 
father Hector’s Rossoverde squad. It 
takes the total number of confirmed 
drivers to nine as Autosport went to 
print, with more entries expected 
ahead of the opening round. 


BIASION BACK IN LANCIA 


Two-time World Rally champion Miki 
Biasion will compete in a GroupA 
Lancia Delta Integrale 16V at this 
weekend’s Sandown Sprint, which 
will feature 100 entries. The contest 
takes place on the Isle of Wight and 
will become the first motorsport 
event held on the island’s roads for 
more than 60 years. Biasion’s Lancia 
will be an exact replica of his 1989 
Sanremo Rally-winning machine. 


CHEVRON HITS THE TRACK 


Expat Briton Alastair Chalmers had 

a promising debut in the one-off 
Chevron B32 in the New Zealand 
Formula 5000 Tasman Cup Revival 
Series last weekend. The car, last 
raced by Karl Zohs, placed fifth in the 
final after being returned to John 
Cussins’s original 1975 Waring & 
Gillow hillclimb livery (below). Grant 
Martin took his Talon MR1A to two 
victories at the Hampton Downs 
event, despite having been out 

of racing for a year, while Tony 
Galbraith’s Lola T332 won the 
reversed-grid race. 
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SMITH SWAPS 
TO MIGLIA AFTER 
SE7EN SUCCESS 


MINI 7 RACING CLUB 


Three-time Mini Se7en 
champion Jeff Smith has 
switched to the Mini 7 Racing 
Club’s championship for the 
more powerful Miglia model 
this year, making his debut 
at Silverstone last weekend. 
Smith’s title-winning 
Se7en was converted to Miglia 


specification by Scott Kendall of 


Icon Autos. The former British 
Touring Car Championship 
driver, who still suffers from 
a shoulder injury sustained at 
Croft in 2017, finished fourth 
and fifth in Sunday’s two races. 
“T’ve done Mini Se7ens 
for four years, won the 
championship three times,” 
said Smith. “It’s not been easy, 
that’s for sure — hence the 
reason for sticking in it for 
three years. It’s always been 
a battle every year I’ve won it. 
It’s a really good championship. 
“T just felt it was time to 
have a new challenge. I wasn’t 
sure whether my shoulder 
would stand up to it but we 
seemed to go all right. I want 
to be winning — that’s the 
main reason for going racing. 
But there’s stiff competition.” 
MARK PAULSON 
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Burke sampled Chevron 
_ B28 at Donington Park 


Ex-Gethin F5000 Chevron set 
to return to racing this year 


HISTORICS 


The 1974 ex-Peter Gethin Formula 

5000 Chevron B28 that is now owned 
by Christian Pittard should race again 
this season after a gap of nearly a decade. 

Pittard shares his Chevron B8 sports- 
racing car with Darren Burke in longer 
races, and the two Chevrons were bought 
as a pair from Ross Maxwell. The F5000 
was raced from new in VDS colours by 
Gethin — who finished runner-up in 
the 1974 European championship — 
and later by Dennis Leech. 

Pittard hopes to race the B28 this 
season — both Chevrons being run by 
Luke Stevens — and Burke may also 
get the chance to run it in the Aurora 
Trophy. “The torque is amazing and 
you have to recalibrate your mind,” 
said 2010 Historic Formula Ford 
1600 champion Burke. 

Meanwhile, Steve Nuttall has joined 


THAT'S BETTER! 


fellow Caterham racer Pittard in running 
a B8 this season. The early continuation 
car was built by Roger Andreason in the 
1980s and was shaken down at Donington 
Park last week. Burke will share the car 
with Nuttall in the opening Masters 
Historic Sports Car race at Donington 
over the Easter weekend. 

Also in action in the Masters test day 
at Donington was David Shaw, who has 
recently added the ex-Rowland Kinch 
Arrows A4 to his stable alongside a 
Williams FWo6 and his Eifelland- 
developed March 721. He plans to race 
all three in one day at Monaco in May. 

“Tt’s a great car and I’m thrilled to 
have it,” he said of the 1982 Arrows. 
“Tt’s capable of being near to the front.” 

All three cars will be run by Greg 
Caton at G-Cat Racing, and Shaw will 
have his first race in the Arrows at the 
Easter Donington Masters meeting. 
PAUL LAWRENCE 
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Murray masters 
Legends with 
treble victory 


500MRCI 


With 14 races — including three for 
Superkarts — on the programme, it was a 
big, bright and, unfortunately, bumpy day as 
racing resumed at Kirkistown last weekend. 

A larger than average Legends field 
topped the bill, but the first racing lap 
ended with red flags flying after a number 
of cars hurled themselves into the greenery 
at Fishermans and had to be herded back 
onto the Tarmac for another try. Things 
worked better at the second attempt and, 
at the end of a suitably frantic seven laps, 
Niall Murray took the flag by a whisker 
from fellow Formula Ford refugees Geoff 
Richardson and Peter Barrable. 

It was (almost) the same story when 
they reappeared for the second race, with 
Murray leading Barrable across the line this 
time and Richardson third, while Murray 
made it a clean sweep in the finale from 
Richardson, whose brother Greg took the 
final podium spot. Once again, there were 
first-lap red flags, this time when a midfield 
schemozzle left two cars stranded. 

Jordan Kelly was the top man in both 
Formula Vee races, winning the ‘B’ contest 
with ease from Donal Downey and Ger 
Byrne, before going on to win a tooth-and- 
nail fight with Lee Newsome in the ‘“ race, 
with reigning champion Anthony Cross 
and Downey in hot pursuit. 

Both Fiesta races had the commentary 
team in hysterics as they finished. In the 
first, it was racing returnee Derek Graham 
who took the spoils from son Michael. In 
the second, Graham Jr took the honours by 
a bumper from Neville Anderson, with Paul 
Stewart third by an even smaller margin — 
just 0.015 seconds — from Graham Sr. 

And so to FF1600, once the most 


The Grahams were in the 
thick of the Fiesta fun, Derek 


(pictured) winning race one | uu 


NATIONAL REPORTS 


He’s better known for his FF1600 exploits, 
but Murray was on the pace in Legends 


numerous class, but sparse this year so far 
with just nine cars in the field. The speed 
was there, though, and the aggression. Race 
one fell to David McCullough’s Van Diemen 
RFo1 after main rivals Dave Parks (Ray) and 
Noel Robinson (Van Diemen) tangled at the 
Chicane. Robinson recovered to take third 
behind Rob Parks, with top Pre-’90 runners 
Brandon McCaughan and Alan Davidson 
next in line in their Mondiales. 

Dave Parks was right at the front of race 
two, with McCullough and Robinson right 
with him and, for seven laps, it stayed 
that way — more or less — until Parks and 
McCullough tangled on the back straight, 
bringing out more red flags. Neither was 
injured, but it took some time to clear up 
the mess. Robinson emerged victorious 
from a four-lap restart from the Pre-’90 
pair, with Davidson ahead this time. 

Elsewhere, Stephen Colbert took 
back-to-back GT wins with Gerard 
O’Connell’s SHP Escort, while Donal 
O’Neill (SEAT) and Ralph Jess (BMW M3) 
disputed saloon honours. The concurrent 
Mazda MX-5 section wins were split 
between Eugene McCann and Francis Allen. 

A useful field of Roadsports provided 


Mark Crawford’s Caterham with a win 
by a smidge from Jim Larkham (Radical), 
while Larkham reversed the outcome in 
race two. The one-litre Northern Ireland 
Sevens class provided another pair of 
nailbiters, won both times by Paul 
Thompson from David Mutch. 


Races 1, 2 & 3 Niall Murray 

Races B & A Jordan Kelly (Sheane FV97, below) 
Race 1 Derek Graham 

Race 2 Michael Graham 


Race 1 David McCullough (Van Diemen RF01) 
Race 2 Noel Robinson (Van Diemen JLO12K) 


Races 1 &2 Stephen Colbert (SHP Escort) 


Race 1 Mark Crawford (Caterham) 
Race 2 Jim Larkham (Radical PR6) 
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Andrew Jordan held on to 
win a typically frantic 
Mini Miglia race 


Delight for the Jordan family after Mini hat-trick 


SILVERSTONE INTERNATIONAL 
BARC 
26-27 MARCH 


While British Touring Car Championship 
stars of the past put on a show at 
Silverstone in the new Super Tourers series, 
more were wowing alongside the Mini 
specialists. Among them, 2013 champion 
Andrew Jordan and father Mike pocketed 
three wins in a nostalgic weekend of racing. 

Electrical gremlins, causing his engine 
to cut out mid-corner, restricted Miglia 
champion Jordan Jr to one quick qualifying 
lap that earned third on the grid, only for 
the car to jump out of gear at the start. 
Fighting back, Jordan caught the second 
group and edged their battle for fourth 
as Rupert Deeth pipped Aaron Smith 
for victory, with Chris Morgan a 
relatively lonely third. 

Set-up tweaks designed to improve his 
tyres’ longevity assisted Jordan in race two. 
From fifth on the partially reversed grid, he 
was second within a lap, then charged past 
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Kane Astin before briefly losing out to 
Deeth. Less than 0.5 seconds covered 
Jordan, Smith and Deeth at the chequered 
flag, while Astin finished in the wall after 
contact with Deeth exiting Stowe. 

Jordan Sr bettered his son by winning 
both Se7en races, twice edging out Connor 
O’Brien in contests that included six lead 
changes in the last three laps of the opener. 
In contrast, pacesetter Spencer Wanstall 
endured a torrid weekend, beginning 
with a 10-place grid drop for setting 
his pole time under waved yellows. 

Fourth within a lap, Wanstall picked off 
Jo Polley and O’Brien for second, then cut 
back under Jordan to briefly lead. Running 
second, Wanstall’s work was undone with 
a Club spin after striking a kerb knocked 
his car out of gear. He recovered to fourth, 
as Polley scored a maiden podium. Worse 
was to come for Wanstall, who walked 
away from a roll in race two having built 
a 3s lead before he clattered the inside 
kerb at Club, pitching his car over. 

Reigning champion Stephen Primett 


Griffin edged to victory 
in both Pre-’93 Touring 
Car contests in BMW M3 


was a double winner in the Pre-’83 Touring 
Cars but Sunday’s success contrasted with 
a 10s defeat of Mark Thomas’s Ford Capri 
on Saturday. Last after stalling on the grid, 
Primett’s Ford Escort Mk1i was already 10th 
of 32 starters when the safety car appeared 
on lap two. He then picked his way through 
and rounded Mark Osborne’s Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint at Stowe on the final lap, 
while Thomas lost another podium to 
gearbox failure. 

Osborne had himself risen from last to 
third a day earlier after qualifying out of 
session. Phil Bullen-Brown (Mini Cooper S) 
and Alan Greenhalgh (Ford Falcon Sprint) 
took concurrent Pre-’66 honours. 

Continued development of his 560bhp 
Ford Sierra Cosworth helped Jason Davies 
twice defeat Jason West in Classic Thunder. 
Andy Wilson’s ex-British GT Holden 
Monaro completed Sunday’s podium 
via a charge from the back after a failed 
sparkplug forfeited his Saturday pole. 

Malcolm Harding’s Escort Mk2 claimed 
Blue Oval Saloon Series honours in the 
opener before being tipped into a roll at 
Club in race two. Undeterred, Harding 
gathered his breath and fought back to 
third, as final-lap mechanical dramas 
for Mike Manning’s Eggenberger-styled 
RSsoo handed category victory to 
Martin Reynolds’ Escort Mk2. 

Dave Griffin commanded both Pre-’93 
Touring Car races, with the similar E36 
BMW M3s of Andy Cripps and Michael 
Dugdale following. Tom Robinson (XJR6) 
twice took top honours in the inaugural 
Jaguar Challenge section as closest 
challenger Colin Philpott overcame a cutting 
out engine to fend off James Ramm each 
time for second, Ramm himself recovering 
from a broken throttle linkage in qualifying. 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


A SUPER BLAST FROM THE PAST 


MINI MIGLIA 
Race 1 Rupert Deeth 
Race 2 Andrew Jordan 


MINI SE7EN 
Races 1 & 2 Mike Jordan 


PRE-’66 & PRE-’83 TOURING CARS 
Races 1 & 2 Stephen Primett (Ford Escort Mk1) 


CLASSIC THUNDER/BLUE OVAL SALOON SERIES 
Races 1 & 2 Jason Davies (Ford Sierra Cosworth) 


PRE-’93 TOURING CARS/JAGUAR CHALLENGE 
Races 1 & 2 Dave Griffin (BMW E36 M3) 


JUNIOR SALOONS 
Races 1 & 2 Harry Hickton 


CATERHAM GRADUATES - SIGMA 150/SIGMAX 
Races 1 & 2 Harry Senior (Sigma 150) 


CATERHAM GRADUATES - SIGMA 135 
Races 1 & 2 Jamie Winrow (below) 


KUMHO BMW 
Races 1 & 2 James Card (E36 M3) 


SUPER TOURERS/PRE-’03 TOURING CARS 
Race 1 Jason Minshaw (Volvo $40) 
Race 2 Anthony Reid (Nissan Primera GT) 


For full results visit:tsl-timing.com| 


After a dominant maiden victory in 
Saturday’s Junior Saloons, Harry Hickton 
was kept in sight by the battling Travis 
Chapman and Harvey Dent on Sunday. Dent 
edged Saturday’s five-car scrap for second, 
with rookie Connor Duncan completing the 
podium in a race featuring a record 30 cars. 

A thrilling lead battle between Harry 
Senior and Stephen Clark in the Caterham 
Graduates’ Sigma 150 class was decided 
on the final lap when Clark tangled with 
a backmarker at Stowe. Senior then 
recovered from a poor start to overhaul 
Clark’s big lead in race two. 

Jamie Winrow was a double winner in 
Sigma 135. He traded the lead with Tom 
Power throughout Saturday’s race, the pair 
joined by Robin Webb and Paul Farrell in 
Sunday’s slipstreamer. 

Gremlins in his fly-by-wire throttle and 
failed power steering didn’t prevent James 
Card winning both Kumho BMW contests. 
MARK PAULSON 


The Classic Touring Car Racing Club’s 
much anticipated new Super Tourers 
series kicked off at Silverstone last 
weekend with a 10-car grid, supplemented 
by the club’s Pre-’03 production-based 
category of the same era. 

Despite the relatively thin field, 
headlined by British Touring Car 
Championship stars past and present 
including John Cleland, Anthony Reid 
and Colin Turkington, it delivered plenty 
of excitement for expectant onlookers. 

Club racing rarely attracts much 
of a crowd beyond competitors’ own 
entourages but the promise of period 
luminaries, the almost mythical reverence 
in which Super Touring cars are held, and 
sunny skies drew more than a few to 
Silverstone’s Wing complex for a double- 
header on the International circuit. 

“People just love these cars because 
they have a fond memory of that era of 
touring car racing,” said Cleland. That 
applies to competitors involved at the 
time and fans of the era, some of whom, 
like Turkington and Brisky Racing owner/ 
driver Richard Wheeler, were inspired 
to go racing themselves. 

For Wheeler, it was an opportunity 
to fulfil a dream “to do a replica Nissan 
touring car team”, with Reid piloting the 
Primera he took to second overall in 1998 
and Wheeler in an ex-David Leslie 1999 
model. Even the crew were kitted out in 
original RML teamwear sourced on eBay. 

“When | was in my early 20s, | used to 


SS : 
ae — = oh os 
ris Minshaw won with ae -; 

=z ex-Rydell Volvo S40 — 


go and watch these at Brands Hatch,” said 
Wheeler. “I can remember queuing up in 
the pitlane to get people like Anthony’s 
autograph. To actually qualify on the 
second row next to Cleland, I’ll take that 

When Jason Minshaw’s ex-Rickard 
Rydell Volvo S40 pipped Reid to pole, it 
was like being transported back to 1998. 
Sadly, Wheeler’s car was sidelined by 
engine problems, which promoted 
Turkington (in Jason Hughes’s BTC-T 
MG ZS) to join Cleland on row two. 

The quartet proceeded to put on 
something of an exhibition over the 
opening stages of Saturday’s race, 
trading places as their slicks got up 
to temperature. But it appeared that 
Minshaw’s championship-winning car 
might have had an edge even before Reid 
succumbed to wheel-bearing failure. 
Cleland toured in with a damaged final 
drive and a failed head gasket afflicted 
Turkington on the final tour. 

It was a reminder of the high-tech 
machinery’s frailty, but the stars had put 
ona show, as Tony Absolom and Darren 
Fielding completed the podium in their 
Vauxhall Cavaliers. 

“Hopefully it will drag some more out 
because they’re just mega cars,” said 
Minshaw. “We can use Michelins, which 
are unbelievable - you can just turn and 
go. Alot more confidence giving.” 

With repairs effected for Reid and 
Cleland, Sunday’s race produced an 
appropriately dramatic finish. Reid and 
Minshaw ran side by side through Stowe, 
Vale and Club, rubbing doors before Reid 
edged it, with Cleland shadowing the pair 
ahead of Absolom and Andrew Strachan’s 
Ford Mondeo, as Gary Prebble’s Honda 
Civic completed a Pre-’03 double. 

“They’re quite handy still, these old 
boys, aren’t they?” laughed Minshaw. 
Reid’s verdict: “It was epic fun.” 

MARK PAULSON 


|? 
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State of the UK 
single-seater scene 


The British junior slicks-and-wings hierarchy has undergone 


changes for 2022, but are they for the better? 


BY STEFAN MACKLEY & STEPHEN LICKORISH 


PHOTOGRAPHY JEP 


new era beckons for the UK’s junior single- seater 
hierarchy in 2022. The GB3 Championship and 
British Formula 4 both have new cars for this season, 
while newly created GB4 aims to offer a route into 
slicks and wings on a more cost-effective budget. 

Arguably the most well-established professional single-seater 
series in the UK at present, GB3 has had little problem attracting 
drivers for this season, with 20 so far confirmed across nine teams. 
The number could well increase by the opening round at Oulton 
Park on 16-18 April, with a further seven events to follow. 

The championship’s reputation has steadily grown, and even a 
mid-season name change enforced by the FIA last year — when it 
was known as the BRDC British F3 Championship — has done little 
to slow the momentum of the MotorSport Vision-run series. “It’s 
been a very good championship for the past couple of years and 
at the end of last year it was reasonably strong,” says team boss 
Trevor Carlin. “Now with the launch of the new car with the 
halo, it has just made it even more attractive.” 
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The new machine, the Tatuus MSV-022, incorporates the halo 
cockpit protection device as well as a performance increase from its 
predecessor in terms of both power and downforce. An extra 20obhp 
moves the total output of the two-litre, four-cylinder Mountune 
engine to 250bhp, while the aerodynamic modifications are 
expected to increase downforce by approximately 20-25%. 

All this equates to laptimes at least two seconds faster at most 
circuits, and means the car’s relative performance has moved closer 
to that of the FIA Formula 3 Championship, where the past three 
British F3/GB3 champions — Clement Novalak, Kaylen Frederick 
and Zak O’Sullivan — have progressed to. Similar to last year, a 
two-day FIA F3 test will be awarded to the GB3 champion, all of 
which has helped cement the championship’s status in the single- 
seater hierarchy as a stepping stone between FIA F4 and FIA F3. 

“FIA F3 teams know if you run at the front of GB3, you’re clearly 
pretty good and going to do a good job in FIA F3,” says MSV chief 
executive Jonathan Palmer. “Everyone knows there’s a gap between 
FIA F4 and FIA F3 that needs to be filled, and of course there are 


MotorSport Vision 
will run both GB3 
and GB4 in 2022 


various championships around, but our GB3 Championship fills the 
gap so well because it’s actually no more expensive than FIA F4.” 
Budgets in the region of £300k-£400k compare favourably with 
F4 series and the Formula Regional European Championship by 
Alpine — the latter a direct rival — while a package in support 
of the British GT Championship at seven rounds, including an 
overseas trip to Spa, is a strong selling point. A new-for-2022 
deal with Sky Sports Fi to show hourly highlights from each 
event is another coup and, with each race shown live via YouTube 
and Facebook now including a pre-race show and post-race 
analysis, exposure is ever-increasing. 
But that’s not to say that there haven’t been issues ahead of 
the new season. With Italian constructor Tatuus supplying new 
chassis for both GB3 and British F4 — the latter among numerous 
F4 series also introducing the new car — it’s not surprising that 
supply has been a problem during the off-season. Teams in both 
championships have only been able to get hold of a third chassis 
in recent weeks, with some GB3 squads running a ‘hybrid’ car in 


New Tatuus chassis 
features a halo in 


GB3 this season 


testing, using the older specification of tub with new bodywork and 
upgraded engine in a bid to gain some relevant data. 

It’s been far from ideal for the teams, especially those running 
three GB3 drivers — including Carlin, Fortec Motorsports, Douglas 
Motorsport, Elite Motorsport and Hitech GP — and means seat time 
in the new chassis for some has been in short supply. “We’ve been 
doing three days a week just to get each driver a day a week [in the 
car],” says Elite team boss Eddie Ives, whose squad will run Tom 
Lebbon, James Hedley and John Bennett this season. “It’s been 
really hard work on the team doing three days a week to get so 
little mileage in the grand scheme of things.” 

The problem isn’t just confined to the supply of new tubs 
either, but also spare parts — although a large proportion of the 
2.022 GB3 car incorporates components from the previous model. 
“Suspension-wise it’s not so much of an issue, but it’s the new 
aero parts, which they’re [Tatuus] still trying to build,’ says Chris 
Dittmann, who will run two drivers in GB3 but has yet to announce 
anyone for an expansion into British F4. “Anything carbon generally 


is a small issue, because of the amount of cars Tatuus are building.” 

Carlin, whose squad will run in GB3 and British F4, adds: “When 
you have a new car, all the parts that they build go to building cars 
and then the spares come later. Once the cars are delivered, then 
there will be plenty of spares.” 

For British F4, 2022 heralds the beginning of a new era since not 
only will a new car be introduced but the UK’s governing body, 
Motorsport UK, heads the running of the series after taking over 
from long-time promoter RacingLine. The new Tatuus T-421 chassis 
will also feature a halo as well as a 1.4-litre turbocharged Abarth 
engine tuned by Neil Brown Engineering, bringing to an end Ford’s 
more than 50 years of involvement in UK junior single-seaters. The 
Mygale chassis, which was singled out as a reason why British F4 
struggled to match the popularity of other championships in Europe 
that used the Tatuus F4-T014, is also gone. 

“T think it’s [now] as good as anywhere in the world, in depth,” 
says Motorsport UK CEO Hugh Chambers of the F4 team line-up, 
which has been bolstered by F2 squads Hitech and Virtuosi this 
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Hitech GP joins 
British F4, which 


year. “You might look at some other championships and there 
might be one or two top teams but it then, frankly, falls away 
quite a bit, whereas I think everybody in our championship 

is really top-flight, which is good. We’ve got three F1 academy 
drivers in the championship [Mercedes junior Daniel Guinchard, 
McLaren’s Ugo Ugochukwu and Oliver Gray of Williams], which 
is a big vote of confidence. It really shows that the F1 teams have 
noticed and feel that this is a highly credible championship.” 

Fourteen drivers across five teams have so far confirmed 
themselves for British F4, a stark difference to the Italian 
championship, which has approaching 50 registered drivers. 

But Chambers is hopeful that some of those may come to the 
UK and that entries during this season will reach at least 20. 

The 10-round season begins at Donington Park on 23-24 April, 
and remains on the TOCA support package at British Touring Car 
Championship meetings, giving it ample media coverage. But that 
TV exposure, along with the new chassis and credibility of being 
an FIA-certified championship, comes at a cost, with budgets in 
excess of £300k and not far off GB3-level for a lot less car. 

“Tt’s expensive and I’m concerned about it,” says Fortec 
Motorsports team boss Richard Dutton. “We’ve got two cars and 
want to do it but you need a proper budget. It’s got to be £300k+ 
and that makes it a similar level to GB3. The cars are lovely, they’re 
fantastic, and the new-generation car works a treat. Then again, a 
Rolls-Royce looks a lovely car but how many people can afford it? 
We’re looking to start getting ready for next year. The cars came 
so late and we lost momentum.” 

It’s a cost that, according to Chambers, is unavoidable in 
professional motorsport for those intent on making a career via 
the FIA’s pathway. “You can’t escape from budget in motorsport, 
particularly on the professional pathway — there’s no avoiding it,” 
he says. “The reality is Motorsport UK, as one of the leading ASNs 
in the world, should have an FIA F4 championship in this country 


F1 juniors (l-r) Ugochukwu, 
Guinchard and Gray 


because it sits within that staircase and it’s fundamental.” 

But that added cost does come with opportunities perhaps not 
offered elsewhere, and Chambers admits that options are being 
explored to have British F4 support F1 in the future. “I’ll be candid 
and say we had multiple discussions about that even for this year,” 
he says. “But we’ve reflected with F1 on whether or not this year 
in our first year of running the championship that is the right 
thing to do, and I think we all collectively agree that 2023 is a 
more realistic target. I think getting our package on grand prix 
weekends is a good ambition.” 

Supply issues and significant costs are in stark contrast to the 
new-for-2022 GB4 Championship, which has been created by 
MSV and billed as a cost-effective means of entering single-seaters. 
The series will use the Tatuus F4-T014 chassis, a mainstay of 
the German and Italian F4 championships, but while there’s an 
abundance of cars on the market — MSV bought 17 during the 
off-season to pass on to teams — it is running low on drivers. 

With the opening round of the championship taking place this 
weekend at Snetterton as part of a Classic Sports Car Club meeting, 
only nine drivers have been formally announced (see panel,[p68), 
despite 13 teams registering interest over the winter. That number 
is expected to rise during the course of the season, though, and 
Palmer has no concerns that interest in the new concept will 
pick up with budgets being touted at between £90k-£150k. 

“Tt’s clearly a brand-new championship, it’s filling a new niche 
that hasn’t existed before,” he says. “If we get 10 to 12 cars from >> 
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Mills has impressed 


so far in racing career 


GB4 starts to take shape 


Picking a pre-season 
favourite in a new series is 
not easy, and it’s true of the 
GB4 Championship, which 
gets under way this weekend 
at the Classic Sports Car 
Club’s Snetterton meeting. 

On experience and of the 
eight drivers confirmed, the 
favourite is likely to be Alex 
Walker, who joins Elite 
Motorsport after coming 
close to winning the 
National Formula Ford 
Championship last term. 
Before that, the 18-year-old 
contested a part-season 
in British F4 in 2019. 

“?’m not sure I’d say the 
favourite but we’re only 
doing it to win it with him,” 
says Elite team boss Eddie 
Ives, whose squad will also 
run Ginetta Junior graduate 
Jack Sherwood. 

The dark horse could be 
Tom Mills and his family-run 
Kevin Mills Racing squad. 
The 16-year-old battled with 
Walker in National FF1600 
last year and impressed at 
the Formula Ford Festival 
and Walter Hayes Trophy 
events. He enters GB4 
having yet to contest a 
full season of car racing. 

“It’s no good being ina 
championship with a load of 
people that are no good, we 
need to keep improving,” 
says Mills Sr. “If the level is 


higher it’ll make him better.” 

Another Formula Ford 
team to move into GB4 is 
Graham Brunton Racing, 
which will run FF1600 driver 
Logan Hannah and Junior 
Saloon Car Scholarship 
winner Chloe Grant. 

“You see the sticker on 
the back of our truck, it says 
FF1600 champions,” says 
team manager Craig 
Brunton. “we didn’t rest 
until we became champions. 
It’s exactly the same in this.” 

Fortec Motorsports has 
three drivers: Jessica Edgar 
(cousin of FIA F3 driver 
Jonny Edgar), Swede Elias 
Adestam and British- 
Malaysian Nikolas Taylor. 

Christian Lester, son of 
Hector, will run under the 
Rossoverde banner. 

Seven further rounds will 
take place this season, all 
in support of the GB3 
Championship, at Oulton 
Park, Silverstone (x2), 
Donington Park (x2), Brands 
Hatch and Snetterton again. 

Each weekend will consist 
of three races, with the final 
race being a full reversed- 
grid affair with points given 
for positions gained. 

A prize of £50k will go to 
the inaugural champion, 
with further prize money 
available via the George 
Russell Pole Position Cup. 
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the outset, I think it will be a good job. I’m very confident it’s 
going to have a very good future. 

“It’s filling a very different niche to FIA F4, the budgets are a 
lot lower, and I think we’re going to see some great drivers come 
out of it. If we don’t have 14 to 15 cars by the end of the year then 
I’ll be disappointed because I think we will, I just think it takes 
time for things to build up.” 

The new championship is the chance for teams to move up the 
single-seater ladder, which is what Formula Ford squads Kevin Mills 
Racing and Graham Brunton Racing have both done. Mills moves 
into GB4 with his son Tom — the 16-year-old impressed with the 
family squad in his maiden season of car racing last year — and 
says that “without this formula we could never have moved up”. 

“T think it will snowball, I think when we see the cars out and we 
get a meeting out of the way people will get involved,” Mills adds. 
“The cars are brilliant — it’s a modern car, they’re fairly reasonable 


“The cars are fairly reasonable 
to run and the lads are learning 
the aero at a sensible cost” 


to run, and the lads are really learning the aero at a sensible cost.” 

Craig Brunton, team manager at GBR, also has no concerns that 
the championship will grow over the coming months. “Being with 
MSV gives you that confidence because they don’t do things by half 
measures,” he says. “We know it’s going to build and if we can get to 
12 for that first round that would be mega.” 

Not all team bosses are happy, and one absentee from the 
opener will be Richard Ollerenshaw’s Hillspeed squad. But the 
team intends to compete in the remaining seven fixtures. “For 
me, the only disappointment I’ve got with GB4, and I’ve spoken 
to MSV about it, is the standalone race that is at the beginning 
of April,” he says. “In my opinion, that should not have been 
made part of the package because for a standalone race, all 
the costs have to be covered by the GB4 cars.” 

Ollerenshaw’s point about covering costs refers to the remaining 
rounds being on the same bill as GB3, allowing teams such 
as Hillspeed, Elite and Fortec — which all plan to compete in 
both — to split costs of attending race meetings. “To have two 
championships on one weekend to me is a bonus,” says Dutton. 

While GB3 and British F4 are using brand-new machines, the use 
of older-spec cars could prove problematic for GB4, especially on 
the safety front, which for team bosses and the parents of young 
drivers is not something to be overlooked in modern motorsport. 
“The truth of the matter is, with single-seaters right now, the halo 
has become a necessity,” says Steve Hunter, team boss at JHR, which 
will run reigning British F4 champion Matthew Rees in GB3 and 
cars in British F4. “I think it’s been imperative that both series 
LGB3 and British F4] have gone to it.” 

“Tt’s the best thing that’s happened in motorsport since the 
HANS device,” adds Carlin, who sees GB4 as ‘club racing’ rather 
than a destination where future single-seater stars will set their 
sights. “The fact that it’s everywhere, especially in the junior 
categories, is incredible. For the FIA to have achieved that in 
such a short amount of time really is very impressive.” 

While both Palmer and Chambers are clear that GB4 and British 
F4 are not direct rivals and can co-exist, only time will tell whether 
both can survive, and perhaps more importantly thrive alongside 
each other. Ollerenshaw adds: “If they’d have both sat down, I think 
that they could have structured something which co-existed better 
than what we’ve got at the moment.” 

But what is without doubt ahead of the new season is that not 
for a decade have young drivers had such opportunity and choice 
to progress their single-seater careers in the UK, which is perhaps 
the most important point of all. #7 
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A mixed picture 


Not all of the changes to the UK’s junior single-seater scene have yielded 


instant success, but it’s too early to make any definitive judgements 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


here’s no escaping the considerable amount of 
change at the sharp end of national motorsport for 
T this year. You would never tell that the country is in 
the midst of unprecedented economic volatility 
from the new cars and series being introduced. 
For example, both the Porsche Carrera Cup GB and Ginetta GT 4 
Supercup will feature new models this season, while Czech 
manufacturer Praga has unleashed a standalone series for its 
Ri prototypes. But nowhere is the volume of change more 
abundant than injunior single-seaters. 
As you will have just read, both GB3 anda heavily revamped 
British Formula 4 are introducing new cars for 2022, while there 
is now athird top-end single-seater category in GB4. There is 
acommon theme amongall three: they use Tatuus-built cars. 
The Italian company has developed a reputation as the go-to 
manufacturer for entry-level single-seaters and has enjoyed 
unprecedented demand. At atime when global supply chains have 
been disrupted like never before, it has had multiple F4 series 
knocking on its door as second- generation FIA F4 machinery 
has come on stream, alongside developing the new GB3 chassis. 
Was it asking too much of Tatuus? Probably. Whenever Gen2 F4 
arrived, supplying the new cars was always a potential problem, 
and that was discussed long before coronavirus shutdowns were 
athing. Ultimately, had Easter 2022 fallen a few weeks earlier 


“Across the series there will be 
60 to 80 drivers taking part and 
we ve not had that for years” 


(signalling the GB3 opener) or had the British Touring Car 
Championship not delayed its season start from atraditional 
early April slot because of its own change in adopting hybrids 
(meaning a later start for BTCC-supporting British F 4), these 
categories could have been in aright mess. As it is, many 
teams have only recently received their third car. 

“Tthink it’s a bit of amiracle that Tatuus have managed to deliver 
against the commitments that they had before a lot of these 
[supply chain] issues crystallised and multiplied,’ says Hugh 
Chambers, CEO of governing body — and new F4 promoter — 
Motorsport UK. “It has impacted the ability of the teams to 
doas much testing or to offer the drivers the opportunity to 
test the cars as early as they might have done.” 

Tatuus has indeed pulled the rabbit out of the hat. The cars are 


ready. And it is clear that any delays have not put off prospective 
GB3 drivers. To announce a 20th signing a month before the 
season begins, amida challenging backdrop, is a very impressive 
feat. It has also truly dispelled any lingering fears that the name 
change from BRDC British F3 would harm the category. 

But things are not quite as rosy elsewhere. When Motorsport 
UK took over British F4’s promotion it was amid bold claims of 
becoming the best F4 championship in the world. A realistic target 
of 20 drivers was set for year one. But, with 14 currently signed up, 
it is alittle short. The average for the final season with the oft- 
criticised Mygale was 17, and beating that is imperative. 

By the end of the old F4 era, there were five established teams 
(discounting Richardson Racing, which dipped in and out). 
Convincing them of the merits of the changes is an obvious 
starting point, and yet one has departed (Arden) and another is 
unlikely to appear until later in the year (Fortec). “It looks like it’s 
going to be very expensive,’ says Arden general manager Richard 
Dent.“For less money, you can be racing in Europe on GP circuits — 
but that’s not to say we won’t come back in the future.” 

Yes, the arrival of Hitech and, particularly, Virtuosiis a positive 
sign, but the early indications suggest that aligning with Europe’s 
Tatuus/Abarth/Pirelli combination has not been a magic bullet. 

Still, British F4 is faring better than GB4, which begins this 
weekend and had just nine drivers confirmed when Autosport 
closed for press on Tuesday. That’s less than the number of teams 
(13) that were supposedly joining the ranks. The idea of introducing 
alower-cost alternative to F4 makes sense, but having eight 
rounds, including a standalone opener without the cost-saving 
benefits of appearing alongside GB3, seems counterintuitive. 
Expect more to join the grid later in the season. 

Given both series are not overwhelmed with entries, there is 
an argument that they have diluted the pool of drivers and, if put 
together, there would be one healthy grid. That’s a simplified view, 
however. The majority of GB4 drivers do not have the funds for 
the extra £150,000-£200,000 of F4 — the two groups are very 
different and cannot just be combined. Although one team boss 
did suggest a multi-class structure, ona shared grid... 

Ultimately, it takes time for the full benefits to be felt in the wake 
of change. It’s far too early to cast a definitive judgement over the 
merits of F4 and GB4. New promoters and series are not going to 
alter the picture overnight. What cannot be disputed is the very 
welcome increased spotlight on UK single-seater racing.“Across 
GB3 and GB4, F4 and National Formula Ford, there will be 60 to 80 
drivers taking part and we’ve not had that for years,’ says Peter 
Daly, chairman of the British Racing & Sports Car Club that 
organises National FF1600. But, with further plans being hatched, 
this could just be the start of the single-seater revolution. -¥ 
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The rise of an F1 superstar 


MAX: THE DUTCH MASTER 
Andre Hoogeboom 
RRP £25 


Since Max Verstappen’s coronation as world 
champion in Abu Dhabi last year, there has 
naturally been a surge in interest about his 
path to the top of Formula 1. 

Newcomers to Fi will have known Verstappen 
to be one of the very top drivers on the grid, having occupied a 
seat with Red Bull since the 2016 Spanish Grand Prix, when he won 
on his debut with the team. But those of us who have been watching 
F1 far longer will remember the hubbub around his ascension to 
a race seat, how his approach led to parts of the rulebook being 
rewritten, and frankly what a remarkable, generational talent he is. 

Max: The Dutch Master was first released in 2016 when 
Verstappen became the youngest winner in F1 history, making good 
on the hype that had been building around him in the preceding 
years. Following his title success in 2021, an update was a natural 
next step (and is re-released this week), with much of the book 
being reframed against the context of the championship. It’s an 
effective move to root the narrative in the present as it reaches 
right the way back to the start of Verstappen’s racing career. 

Dutch journalist Andre Hoogeboom excels when recapping the 
very early days for Verstappen, as Max crisscrossed Europe with his 
father Jos to dominate the karting scene. Sources are very valuable 


HE DUTCH MASTER 


wihe! 
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here, particularly Paul Lemmens, the owner of the Genk kart track 
where Verstappen first tasted motorsport, and Frits van Amersfoort, 
who fielded Verstappen for his single season in European F3 ahead 
of his promotion to F1. It is clear they could pick out the early 

signs of greatness that would later flourish for all to see. 

The influence of Jos and “Team Verstappen’ in negotiating the 
early intricacies of junior motorsport, even with the support of a 
father who raced in F1, also gets fair analysis. The story of Jos not 
speaking to Max for a week after crashing out of a go-kart race is 
slightly uncomfortable to dwell upon, but depicts the tough love 
approach he took to moulding his son into a champion. 

One of the best chapters of the book covers Verstappen’s entry 
to the Florida Winter Series, a one-off non-championship in 
2014 where the Dutchman took his first steps into single-seaters, 
having secretly tested a Formula Renault at Pembrey the previous 
summer. Journalist Will Buxton is an effective voice, given he raced 
with Verstappen in the series, and it shows the make-or-break 
nature of junior motorsport when comparing Verstappen to 
fellow Dutch youngster Dennis van der Laar. 

But there is also a lot that feels skimmed over, particularly when 
it comes to Verstappen’s ascension to an Fi seat. It mentions 
an offer from Mercedes and interest from Ferrari and McLaren 
in signing Verstappen to their junior programmes, yet these 
stories are not really explored. 

The role of Verstappen as the Netherlands’ new national hero 
does get fair coverage, and the chapter recapping his meeting with 
legendary Dutch footballer Johan Cruyff in 2016 is touching. But his 


Zandvoort win 
has lifted Verstappen 
to a national hero status 
Johan Cruyff enjoyed 


in his pomp 


ir 
HON? * 


' tz Tezos 
The champ has 21 wins so a 
far - at just 24 years old 


MAUGER 


homecoming win at Zandvoort upon the return of the Dutch Grand 
Prix, which could have been its own chapter, hardly gets a mention. 
Although the epilogue explains that Jos Verstappen spoke to 
Hoogeboom about the book, the lack of direct input from those 
closest to Max does prevent this from becoming a real in-depth 
biography covering his time in Fi so far. Sir Jackie Stewart is a good 
figure to have involved, yet dedicating a whole chapter to him in a 
book about Verstappen does not quite fit. There are also some ideas 
that could do with better explanation, such as suggesting Red Bull 
and Renault’s struggles could have been due to Brexit, and 
apportioning full blame of the crash at Silverstone last year 
to Lewis Hamilton (something even the stewards did not do). 
Max: The Dutch Master is a decent read for Fi fans eager to 
learn more about his junior career and rise through the ranks. 
But it may leave the more astute reader wanting more when 
it comes to getting a full view of Verstappen as he is today. 


a! F1 Saudi Arabian GP review podcast 
‘ Max Verstappen claimed his first victory 


of 2022 after getting the better of Charles 
Leclerc. Motorsport Network’s Director 

of Digital Strategy Jess McFadyen and 
Autosport Grand Prix Editor Alex Kalinauckas 
join host Martyn Lee to analyse the action. 


WHAT’S ON 


Round 1/5 
Imola, Italy 
3 April 


Round 1/6 
Imola, Italy 
1-3 April 
o Motorsport.tv, 
Fri 1610, Sat 1200, Sun 0930 


Round 1/6 
Imola, Italy 
2-3 April 
o Motorsport.tv, 
Sat 1040, 1625, Sun 1210 


Round 7/36 

Richmond, USA 

3 April 

TV] Premier Sports 1, 
Sun 2000 


Round 7/33 
Richmond, USA 
2 April 


Round 3/21 
Termas de Rio Hondo, Argentina 
3 April 


kag BT Sport 2, Sun 1830 
£42 Highlights ITV4, Mon 2000 


UK MOTORSPORT 


Oulton Park BARC 

2 April 

British Endurance, CNC Heads, 

Legends, Praga Cup 
youtube.com/ 

watch?v=zidVNCU9R64 


Brands Hatch HSCC 

2-3 April 

70s Roadsports/80s Sports & 

GT, Classic Clubmans, Classic 
F3/Formula Atlantic, Historic 
FF2000, Historic Formula Junior, 
Historic Roadsports, 

Historic Touring Cars 


Snetterton CSCC 

2-3 April 

Classic K, Future Classics, GB4, 

Magnificent Sevens, Modern 

Classics, Morgan Challenge, 

New Millennium, Swinging 60s, 

Tin Tops, Turbo Tin Tops 
youtube.com/ 

user/ClassicSportsCarClub 


Donington Park MSVR 

2-3 April 

911 Challenge/Boxster Cup, 

7 Race Series (1600/420R), 

EnduroKa, Focus Cup, Porsche 

Club, Sports 2000 
youtube.com/ 

watch?v=ANIw-F79x21 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


FROM THE ARCHIVE 

One grooved Michelin on Kimi 
Raikkonen’s McLaren-Mercedes 
MP4-20 maintains contact with the 
Magny-Cours track surface as the Finn 
gives it the beans during qualifying for 


the 2005 French Grand Prix. His 
efforts, carrying a heavy fuel load 
aiming to run long before making his 
first pitstop, were good enough to set 
third-fastest time, behind polesitter 
Fernando Alonso (Renault R25) and 


the Toyota TF105 of Jarno Trulli, but 

an engine-change penalty meant T-Vaildc 6 
a 10-place grid drop. Raikkonen IDUKE 
was immediately on a charge in the ———— 


race, fighting back to finish second For classic Formula 1 DVDs 
behind dominant winner Alonso. head to[dukevideo.com/f1 


FINISHING STRAIGHT 
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Maserati 300S 


NICKY PASTORELLI 


e’s spent his 
life in and 
around classic 
vehicles, so 

historic racing ace Nicky 

Pastorelli’s selection of a 

1950s sportscar great as his 

favourite car comes as no 
surprise. And his choice of the 

Maserati 300S is a fitting one. 

In the words of the late Stirling 

Moss, it was a “strong and dependable” 

machine that “defies Maserati’s long- 

standing reputation for grace, pace 

and unreliability”. Moss likened it 

to an Aston Martin DB3S in its 

responsiveness, but reckoned “it 

was even better balanced and, in my 

experience, almost unburstable”. 

Pastorelli reached Formula 1 as a Jordan 
tester in 2005 and raced in Champ Car 
the following year before embarking on 

a career racing contemporary GT cars — 

he won races in the FIA GT1 series at the 

start of the last decade — and in historics. 

The Dutchman today combines his racing 

exploits with running his Pastorelli 

Classics concern, which specialises in the 

restoration, preparation and maintenance 

of classic road-going and racing cars. And, 
although Pastorelli hasn’t raced a 300S 
himself, he completed extensive set-up 


work on an example 
owned by gentleman 
driver David Hart that 
he personally restored 
during an intensive 
eight-month period in 
the build-up to last year’s 
Monaco Historic Grand Prix. 
His work on the car first built in 
1956, raced by Moss to second in the 1957 
1000Km of Buenos Aires World Sportscar 
Championship curtain-raiser and by Juan 
Manuel Fangio to victory in that year’s 
Cuban Grand Prix, was a labour of love 
that paid off when Hart won the 
Goodwood Revival’s Freddie March 
Trophy race last September. 
“We really worked on that car seven 
days a week from 8am until 10pm,” 
says Pastorelli, whose vocation is the 
realisation of a long-held dream — he 
grew up spending time in his father’s 
workshop that specialised in Italian 
supercars. “But on a car like that, it 
doesn’t feel like work. Every minute that 
you spend on a car like that is a pleasure. 
“A Lola T70 or a Ferrari 512M are much 
more spectacular to drive. But a car like 
that, that you have prepared yourself, 
gives a very special feeling which is 
very difficult to explain.” 
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Since its inception, Anglo American Oil Company Ltd has been striving to provide clean 
burning fuels with minimal environmental impact. Operating from a modern blending 
plant in Poole, Dorset, fuels are precisely blended to tight tolerances 
ensuring exceptional levels of quality, consistency, and performance. 


Through strategic investments, R&D, and new technologies, future racing fuels are 
evolving towards carbon neutral fuels to ensure that motor racing, as we know and love, 
will continue for the foreseeable future. 


Fuelling over 20 championships with high quality fuels we are proud to represent 
Sunoco in Europe and in the Middle East 
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SECRETS OF PRO-AM 
RACING REVEALED 


he world has changed a 
great deal since Autosport 
last produced a Performance 
supplement in October 
2019, for obvious reasons 
that we don’t need to go into here. But 
what the pandemic hasn’t changed is the 
appetite to get involved in competition. 
And, for those who have made that leap, 
to learn skills that will ultimately help 
them to get better as a racing driver. 

For those that have been on this 
journey for some time, the margins of 
improvement will become ever smaller, 
and many valuable lessons will have 
been learned from prior mistakes. But 
it’s our hope that, whatever your level 
of experience or budget, there will be 
something in these pages for you. 

The cover feature for this return issue 
considers an aspect of motorsport that is 
growing ever more relevant by the year. 
The continued success of GT3 competition 
owes much to the support of amateur 
racers, and their desire to learn by pairing 


up with a hotshoe driver. This offers 
opportunities for those who have fallen 
off the single-seater ladder — or who never 
had the budget to climb it in the first 
place — to benchmark themselves against 
factory drivers, and even join their ranks. 
But the learning process isn’t one-way. 
To get the most out of their amateur 
co-drivers, there’s a significant mindset 
shift that pro aces must adapt to {page 10}. 

One man who knows all about Pro-Am 
racing is Adam Carroll, who has sampled 
just about every form of motorsport aside 
from racing in Formula 1 — although he 
tested for BAR in the mid-2000s. The 
Northern Irishman will be back in British 
GT this year, and joins Autosport as a 
columnist sharing his top tips. You can 
find his insights into preparing to drive 
anew car for the first time on 

And if you’ve yet to take the plunge but 
have an itch that needs to be scratched, 
Stephen Lickorish speaks to the MG Car 
Club about how beginners can start racing 


the “incredibly cheap” MG ZR (page 20). 


Adam Carroll, 
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The key things you should do to 
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Pro-Am racing is a motorsport niche 
that requires a specific mindset 


Bike legend’s Goodwood mission 
Treble 500cc world champion will ride 
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affordable ways to get into racing 


How you can get involved 
There are many ways that you can 
get stuck in without racing yourself 


Tom Howard, Ben Fullick 
McRae Kimathi, 


Peter Hodges 


Lewis Duncan, 
Stephen 
ames.newbold@autosport.com Michael Cavalli Lickorish 0203 405 8117 


31 MARCH 2022 


HOW TO PREPARE 
FOR DRIVING AN 
UNFAMILIAR CAR 


Our new Autosport Performance columnist shares 
his tips ahead of jumping into a new car 


our first time driving an 

unfamiliar car can be a 

daunting experience. It’s 

important to make a good 

first impression and get on 
the pace quickly, but this is sometimes 
easier said than done with all the 
pressures involved. 

In my experience, there are several 
methods that a driver can employ to 
prepare for their first drive. Some I find 
to be more useful than others anda 
few will not be relevant for everyone, 
depending on the level of professionalism 
and complexity of the car in question. 

For example, if you’ve never driven a 
Formula E car before, you first need to 
understand a huge number of systems, 

so sim testing will take on a much greater 
importance relative to, say, a Fun Cup car. 

This article is assuming that the driver 
already knows the track they are going to 
sample, and therefore focuses on the tools 
most helpful in preparing to jump into 
a car they don’t know — although 
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of course this won’t always be the case, 
and sometimes you have to learn both 
car and track at the same time. 

In most instances, a car will come with 
a driver’s manual. Some are more detailed 
than others — there’s absolutely tons in 
the Formula E one — but it’s always a good 
idea to get yourself acquainted with the 
settings even if you find it difficult to 
retain all the information. 

The Audi I’ll race in British GT this 
season has a new steering wheel after its 
latest Evo upgrade, and they can be quite 
complicated now. It’s a good idea to look at 
the buttons, either by having the physical 
steering wheel in front of you or just a 
picture of the wheel, and know what they 
do. Otherwise, you could get caught out 
by something really basic and start your 
day off on the wrong foot. 


When jumping into different cars, it’s it’s assumed that you know the procedures 
the finer detail like knowing how the to pull away, but there are lots of little 
buttons work that you can easily get things that can catch you out. 
wrong in a high-pressure situation. On some cars, it’s as simple as knowing 
Often you’re just put in the car and how the pit limiter works, how you start 


the car and select first gear, then how 
you turn the car off. Those are just the 
pure basics and, as you start to get into 
more complicated or faster cars, you have 
more functions and procedures. Audi has 
brought in a new safety feature on the GT3 
where you have to hold the start button 
down to be able to pull away. Just adding 
that extra little element sounds so simple, 
but if you’re not used to doing that it can 
cause a problem in a pitstop under pressure. 
It’s important to be aware, and make sure 
you're familiar with the vital functions. 
Visualisation is a technique that ’m 
not a massive fan of. But it can be useful 
to practise holding the steering wheel and 
pushing the buttons. Like everything, 
you just need to make sure what you’re 


MASTERCLASS 


doing is correct. There’s no point in 
running something over in your head 
50 times if it’s not. 

As a general principle, it’s a good thing 
to just sit in a new car. Normally you’ll 
see it when you go for a seat fitting, then 
it’s quite good just to sit inside and run 
through the systems. 

What I find most helpful is spending 
time with the engineers — they’re an 
invaluable source of information that can 
help you with setting expectations, which 


is often managed badly in motorsport. 
Whenever I drive a new car, I always sit 
down with the guys to understand the 
set-up. Then, I’ll ask how much fuel will 
be in the car, how old the tyres are, what 
the pressures are and what hot pressures 
we’re aiming for. You could be getting into 
a car that has full fuel, 120 litres in it, and 
250km tyres, so easily end up lapping two 
seconds off the pace and start panicking 
that you’re slow, when there’s 1.5 seconds’ 
worth of time in the car. Those are 


Carroll will race in 
British GT this year 
with Balfe, and recently 
had his first run in the 
newly upgraded Audi 


checklists I always run through so 
you can manage the situation better. 
The expectation as a pro is always 
that you jump in and be fast right away. 
But you simply can’t be fast when the 
car and tyres are not in that window. 
If you’re not aware of that, then your 
day can have a very bad start. All of 
those basic things make a massive 
difference. The process of establishing 
what’s expected and what the car can 
do there and then is for me the most 
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IndyCar was a physical beast 
after a year not racing 


important side of preparation for a new car. 
Fitness doesn’t get talked about in terms 

of what’s expected car to car and what 

it’s like physically to drive, but it should 

be. Trainers can give you advice on what 

to do, but it might not necessarily be the 

right thing for that car. I remember when 

I had my first IndyCar test with Andretti 


in real life. Bear in mind, if you’re going 
four wheels off the track to carry 10okm/h 
more through a corner, it’s not the same 
corner anymore and you’re not learning 
anything that you can apply in the actual 
car. Also, there will be things that you 
don’t notice until you get to the real track, 
like particular bumps or the proximity of 


ro BINGHAM/MOTORSPORT IMAGE 


BIO ADAM CARROLL 


Autosport in 2010 at Mid-Ohio, I did 110 the walls in certain instances. 

miles and I hadn’t raced for a year. Those Northern Irishman Adam Carroll has Another helpful tool is video, especially 

cars are really physical; to turn the wheel raced with distinction across almost if it’s the car you’re going to drive and the 

you have to be strong. Clearly, not all cars every discipline of motorsport. The track you’re going to drive on in similar 

have such physical demands, and modern 2009 A1GP World Cup of Motorsport conditions. The onboard tools we have 

GT cars are designed to be accessible for champion, he was a race winner now are really good and build on the 

gentleman drivers too, but it’s a point in GP2 and has also competed foundations laid down in the sim. You 

worth considering. Ask questions of the professionally in IndyCar, DTM and always want a camera that points out of 

engineers beforehand and you’ll have a Formula E. The former BAR-Honda the front, so you see the full windscreen, 

much better idea of what to expect, so Formula 1 test driver is now a regular and I like to have a camera angle that shows 

you can prepare accordingly. in sportscars, and will race GT3 and the steering wheel too, so you can see the 
I touched on simulator work earlier, GT4 machinery in 2022 alongside driver and what inputs they’re making. 

and that’s worth expanding on. Although his NIO Formula E reserve duties. That way, you can see how much kerb is 

this may not give you a truly accurate used, you can see the lines and figure out 

feeling of what the car will feel like, it can how much track to use past the white line. 

be a good reference for the direction and There’s all these things now that 

nature of a given track. There’s probably correctly, with the reality of it kept in have changed a lot over the past 10 

only a handful of sims in the world that check and the session run by people that years. Drivers have many more tools 

have completely representative vehicle understand this. Your brain computes to help with preparations for driving 

dynamics models, it’s such a complex slightly differently on the sim and there an unfamiliar car, but be careful to 

and expensive process to get right. But are many little areas where you can make sure you’re using them in the 

you can have a commercially available effectively cheat the system — like with right ways so they don’t become an 

sim that drives really well too and can track limits — should you get carried unhelpful distraction. It can be easy to 

be good for honing technique. away with it and prioritise chasing lap overthink things. Remember to keep it 
Like everything, it needs to be used time over using it to prepare for driving simple and you can’t go too far wrong. & 
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For trackday drivers considering a move into racing, a common question 
is ‘where should | start?’ With so many different avenues to choose from, 
knowing which path to take can be confusing. Prolific trackday organiser 
Gedlich Racing, the promoter of the ‘Endless Summer’ events at circuits 
across the Iberian Peninsula during the traditional ‘off-season’, has 
thought long and hard about this problem and responded with the 

GT Winter Series, which has now finished its third season, and is 

gearing up for its fourth in December this year. 

The 2021-22 GT Winter Series came to a thrilling and entertaining 
conclusion at the season finale on Sunday 13 March at Barcelona. 

GTWS is open to all levels of competitors in a wide range of sportscars 
from LMP3 and CN-spec prototypes to GT3 and Porsche Cup cars, plus a 
separate class for BMW M2 Cup cars. Points are calculated from the results 
achieved across two 25-minute sprint races and a 45-minute endurance 
race within different classes. Almost 40 drivers were brought together from 
across Europe to fight it out, with the crown finally lifted by Schnitzelalm 
Racing ’s Marcel Marchewicz and Michael Sander, driving a BMW M2 CS. 

After a hitherto flawlessly sunny season, heavy rain added a new 
challenge to qualifying, which was topped by the Monza Garage-prepared 
Ligier LMP3 of Antonio Teixeira. But the starring role was played by 
Gabriela Jilkova in the DRAGO Racing ZvO AMG GT4, who lined up 
in fifth place. Etienne Ploenes, in the RN Vision Cayman GT4 Clubsport, 
caused a similar sensation in the second qualifying session, as he 
drove to a fabulous fourth place overall. 

In a bravura performance, Jilkova took GTS-class victory in the first 
sprint race, held in wet conditions, while the overall winner was the 
Bullitt Racing Aston Martin GT3 driven by Valentin Hasse-Clot. 


fuses 


The circuit had dried out in time for 
the second sprint, the highlight of which 
was a stirring drive from the back of the 
grid to victory in the GTR class, and third 
overall, by Carrie Schreiner, who shared 
her Schnitzelalm Racing AMG GT3 with 
ex-DTM racer Peter Terting. Teixeira, who 
was briefly - and boldly - challenged by 
his brother Manuel in a Radical SR8, 
was the overall victor. 

In both sprint races, the GTWS’s 
most-popular class, Cup S for the 
Cayman GT4 Clubsport, provided 
excellent entertainment, with honours taken by Harry Verkerk 
and the Teixeira brothers’ father, Antonio Sr, respectively. 

Marchewicz and Sander went into the main event of the day, the 
endurance race, vying for championship honours with the BMW Spain 
M2 CS of Jose Manuel de los Milagros and Nerea Marti, but the former 
pairing was to triumph, with an 11th-place overall finish. 

ZvO duo Jilkova and Robert Haub’s championship hopes depended on 
the leading BMWs taking themselves out, so they had to be content with 
third overall and victory in the GTS class. Schreiner/Terting again started 
from the back and drove to class victory, overcoming a pitstop delay. 


GTWS 2022/2023 


DATE TRACK 
12/13 Dec2022 Portimao 
14/15 Jan2023 Estoril 
11/12Feb2023 Jerez 
18/19 Feb2023 Valencia 
4/5 Mar2023 Navarra 


11/12 Mar2023 Barcelona 


All dates provisional at time of print 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT GT-WINTER-SERIES.COM/EN [ Ae 


31 MARCH 2022 PERFORMANCE 


RECRUITMENT 
DRIVEN BY 
PASSION 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com sioiersiomeks 


- A Motorsport 
Network Company 
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DRIVER’S EYE VIEW 


INSIDE CLENE 


McRAE KIMATHI 


AFRICA’S 


NEW WRC 


TRAILBLAZER 


Named after rallying legend Colin McRae, Kenya’s McRae Kimathi 
recounts his history-making run at last month’s Rally Sweden 


’m named after Colin McRae. 

Colin was the main idol. His 

commitment, his bravery is 

something that stood out 

for me. As I grew older in 
Kenya there were many other drivers that 
I admired, but for me it was always Colin 
McRae that I wanted to emulate. 

I wanted to come to the World Rally 
Championship. And if I want to compete 
in the world championship, I need to learn 
every surface — snow, Tarmac and gravel. 
We have to start somewhere, so we 
decided to start here in the Junior WRC 
to gain some experience on the rallies 
and hopefully continue in the future. 

The Junior WRC began with Rally 
Sweden on snow, a surface I’ve never seen 
or driven on before. It has been very tricky 
as it’s a whole new surface for me to work 
on. The change of grip has probably been 
the biggest challenge because I had no 
idea what was good and what was bad. 
Everything for me is quite new, but my 


competitors knew the conditions, what 
to expect and how to set the car up. 

To help prepare for the rally, M-Sport 
WERC driver Craig Breen gave me some 
tips. We tested on a frozen lake in Sweden 
by driving a Rally3 Ford Fiesta, the same 
model of car that we drive in the Junior 
WRC. Craig was fantastic. He is a really 
fast and a smooth driver and he really 
taught me a different way of driving. 

He’s very calm with the car. He showed 
me how to be relaxed. He corrected little 
bits and pieces of my mistakes, showed 
me how much detail I need and how much 
work I need to put in to make sure my 
driving is at the level the WRC requires. 

It really helped me, and I didn’t want to 
disappoint him by not finishing the rally. 
He also tried to teach me how to make 
a cup of tea — but he doesn’t know how 
to make a cup of tea. You don’t put milk 
in tea. He was showing me his way with 
milk, and it didn’t work out that well... 

It was such a great feeling to finish the 


Kimathi faced the challenge of driving on 
snow, a surface he’d never even seen before 


rally. For my first time on snow, fourth 

in the Junior WRC was such an amazing 
feeling. It was a challenge throughout. On 
the Saturday of the event, I got stuck in a 
snowbank on a pretty slow corner. It was 
more of an amateur mistake, a bit down to 
my of lack of experience or something like 
that. But the spectators were fantastic; 
they pushed me back out on the road, we 
continued and managed to finish the day 
with no more trips to the snowbanks. 

I think this a big moment for African 
rallying as I don’t think there has been 
anyone who has tried to compete in 
this part of the world. Hopefully I can 
be a pioneer of this project and maybe 
the WRC can see there are some good 
drivers back in Africa. Then, with the 
right infrastructure and the right 
platform, maybe we can find a ladder 
for others to rise to the WRC. 

I’m planning to do a full season in the 
WRC, if I’m able to do it in Rally3, just 
to gain valuable experience, learn the 


“For my first time 
on snow, fourth in 
the Junior WRC was 
an amazing feeling” 


roads and stages and the plan from 
there. I could maybe go to WRC2 
and then maybe Rally1. 

The next challenge for me is Rally 
Croatia in April. It is an asphalt rally 
and we don’t have lots of those rallies 
in Kenya, so it will be another new 
surface for me. It’s not easy, as all of 
these rounds are so specialised and 
everything is new. But I am learning 
each and every day, so I’m happy. & 
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Amateur racers can compete 
at Le Mans alongside factory 
teams gunning for outright 
honours, but it takes a lot 
of work to reach that level 
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PRO-AM SECRETS 


HOW—ATORGIEM 
Uidle BeSy OUT OF 
AMATEUR RACERS 


Pro-Am GT racing is booming. But how should drivers approach working 


with an amateur? Autosport sought out a panel of experts 


he Bathurst 12 Hour on 
T 15 May will be a Pro-Am 
event, with each GT3 crew 
required to field a Bronze- 
graded amateur driver, due 
to the continued impact of the COVID- 
19 pandemic. It will bring another 
dimension to the Australian enduro as 
company directors and entrepreneurs 
sharing with top professionals go for 
outright honours in the Intercontinental 
GT Challenge curtain-raiser. 

Wealthy so-called ‘gentleman racers’ 
are the backbone of modern GT racing. 
Their support of the world’s biggest 
endurance races — 23 cars will contest 


BY JAMES NEWBOLD 


the GTE Am class at the Le Mans 
24 Hours this year — and the 
many championships run to the 
homogenised GT3 rules makes 
participation in sportscar racing 
viable for manufacturers and enriches 
the entire ecosystem by providing 
opportunities for teams and drivers 
alike to earn factory-aligned status. 
But it’s a form of motorsport that is 
often derided, and its skillsets trivialised 
— largely due to misconceptions about 
what it involves. Rather than seeking 
the last tenth and pushing the envelope 
of what the car can do, Pro-Am racing 
is motorsport’s equivalent to a team 


pursuit in cycling — it’s about improving 
the performance of the team’s weakest 
link. The smaller the gap between the 
professional driver and their amateur 
team-mate, the more likely success is 
to follow. But it’s a highly specialised 
game that requires an acute 
understanding of driver psychology and 
a willingness for compromise that goes 
beyond simply extracting one-lap pace. 
Autosport assembled a crack panel 
of experts including a team boss, a 
professional and an amateur driver, 
plus an engineer to uncover the 
secrets of working with amateur 
drivers in a GT racing setting. > 
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SET EXPECTATIONS 
- AND DON’T RUSH 

Former racer Mark Lemmer is the team 
principal at Barwell Motorsport. The 
Lamborghini squad has clinched the past 
two British GT drivers’ titles with a Silver 
and a Pro-Am crew, sweeping the teams’ 
titles in both years and winning the 2019 
Pro-Am crown too. It is also a stalwart 
of GT World Challenge Europe, winning 
Endurance Am titles in 2018 and 2019. 

Lemmer says the starting point with 
an amateur driver is to establish how 
serious they are about their racing and 
set expectations. What do they want to 
get out of it? Are they realistic? Where 
is the best place to achieve those goals? 

“An Am can be anything from, ‘I want 
to go racing and tick the box of having gone 
to Le Mans, to say I’ve done it’, all the way 
through to Am drivers who are super- 
serious and they’re in it to win their class 
every week or win their championship,” 
explains Lemmer. “Then once you’ve 
established that, then the type of racing 
that they do is the next stage and that can 
be relative to their development stage.” 

The key here is not to rush in. Swedish 
financer Alex West admits he “had no idea 
that I was going to end up doing Le Mans or 
winning a championship” when he started 
racing in Ferrari Challenge in 2015. But, 
he points out, as most amateur racers are 
successful in business, they “tend to be 
fairly driven people and that translates 
into how you approach the racing as well”. 
The 2020 GI'WCE Endurance Pro-Am 
champion and Garage 59 team co-owner 
says it’s wise to take a long-term view. 

“Depending on your age and budget, 
taking a five-year view rather than a two or 
three-year view at least for me has been the 
right thing to do when it’s time away from 
work and family,” says West, who says he’s 
seen amateur drivers pushed up the ladder 


9 


too quickly “by a Pro who wants to go there”. 


Lemmer explains that “there’s no better 
place in Europe than British GT” for 
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Millroy has coached Iribe up 
to WEC level, but multi-class 
racing brings extra challenges 


‘sPractice is important from a rhythm and muscle 
memory point of view, but testing is expensive” 


beginners to race against other Ams because 
of it’s Am-versus-Am, Pro-versus-Pro 
format, relative to racing in a mixed pack 

in GTWCE against Pro racers, or together 
with much faster prototypes. 

“That’s a tough gig,” Lemmer adds. “We 
would seriously consider advising them not 
to do that if they weren’t up to that level.” 

As reigning Asian Le Mans Series GT 
class and International GT Open Pro-Am 
champion Ollie Millroy explains, this 
requires a totally different approach 
compared to racing for outright wins. 

“Tt’s more of a game of survival rather 
than just eyes forward and pushing as 
hard as you can,” says the Briton, who 
has coached US tech entrepreneur Brendan 
Iribe across a number of series since they 
met at a Mont Tremblant trackday for 


Testing is crucial for confidence, 
but must be objective-led 


McLaren owners in 2019 and Iribe’s 
“unlimited bravery” became apparent. 

“A lot of their mental capacity is being used 
up just driving the car as fast as they can, so 
then when you’ve got prototypes coming at 
them at warp speed, it adds a really difficult 
element. We’ve had to teach Brendan about 
the spatial awareness, how to be passed by a 
prototype losing as little time as possible.” 


USE TIME - AND BUDGET 

- EFFECTIVELY 
Once a driver has decided on their race 
programme, the next element to organise 
is testing. This is important for building up 
familiarity and confidence in the car but, 
as Lemmer points out, “more testing 
isn’t necessarily best”. 

“Tt’s a sport that involves technique and 
confidence, just like golf and tennis,” he says, 
“so practice is important from a rhythm and 
muscle-memory point of view. But in all 
forms of motorsport, testing is extremely 
expensive. It’s obviously budget-driven, but 
we work out what the key objectives are and 
that’s how we decide where, when and how 
much we’re going to test.” 

Millroy agrees that “every time you go 
out on track, there needs to be an objective”. 
This applies for Iribe whether he is driving 
the Optimum McLaren 7208S GT3 the pair 
will campaign in GT WCE Endurance or 
their Project 1 Porsche 911 RSR-19 in the 
World Endurance Championship. 

“Seat-time is great, but it needs to be 
quality seat-time,” says Millroy. “If [Iribe] 
was just driving around making the same 
mistakes, he’s going to stop improving. 
Every time Brendan drives a car, we come up 
with a plan for the next session, even if it’s ® 


WRT is renowned as one of the 
world’s best GT teams, both 
in the big endurance races 
and across championships. 
It has won 24-hour races 
outright at Spa (2011 and 2014) 
and the Nurburgring (2015), 
claimed the 2018 Bathurst 

12 Hour and scooped multiple 
titles in GT World Challenge 
Europe - including four of the 
last six in the Pro class in the 
Sprint Cup. 

The team has also achieved 
great success in Pro-Am racing. 
In the fiercely competitive 
Dubai 24 Hours, which requires 
each GT3 entry to feature 
a Bronze-graded driver, it 
claimed a 1-2 finish this year. 
After second places in 2019 and 
2021, it underlines the emphasis 
WRT places on customer racing. 
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This year it has entered 
five cars across the Pro, Silver 
and new-for-2022 Gold class. 
Co-GT programme manager 
Kurt Mollekens says all are 
treated with equal importance. 
It’s a cyclical process, with 
success in Pro feeding 
customer interest that allows 
the team to stay competitive 
against other Pro squads. 


NOW IT’S YOUR TU 


Mollekens (white shirt, left) 
jointly runs WRT GT operations 


“As a team we can’t afford to 
be quick in one category or with 
one car and not at all with the 
others,” explains Mollekens, 
who previously ran his own KTR 
team in junior single-seaters. 
“You have to be very wary of not 
giving the rest of the paddock 
the impression that you can only 
function around one lead car 
and all the others are not taken 
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seriously and they run in P20. 
“If you want people to know = 

about your results, then overall 

victory is more important than 

finishing P14 but first Pro-Am. 

But as a business finding the 

customers every year, it’s just 

as important to us to win that ay 

Pro-Am category. = 
“We can at any time swap our 

race engineers or mechanics 

from one car to the next and 

we'll achieve the same result. 

If you’ve got some good ones 

that always go on the Pro "Sie 

cars and then you take some ; 

youngsters coming out of 

school that you put on the Am 

car, then that Am car may not 

be as reliable and then you 

will get missed opportunities 

and you will lose potential 

drivers for the year after.” 
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one little thing to change. That’s why 
he’s improving so quickly.” 

TF Sport chief engineer Grant Clarke, 
who has worked with amateurs across GTE, 
GT3 and prototype racing in LMP2, says 
it’s important to remember that “each 
driver is their own individual”. 

“There isn’t a one-size-fits-all 
methodology to working with the Am 
drivers,” explains Clarke, who won a British 
GT and GTWCE Endurance Pro-Am title 
double in 2019 and ran its Le Mans 24 
Hours-winning GTE Am crew in 2020. “Am 
drivers come from all walks of life, and some 
are able to get up to speed much quicker on 
arace weekend because they’re in and out 
of the car much more often. You have to put 
into perspective each individual driver, what 
their abilities and their shortcomings are, 
then tailor your programme to suit them.” 


GET THE BASICS RIGHT, 

UTILISE THE DRIVER AIDS 
One of the fundamentals of racing with 
an amateur driver is to prioritise, reckons 
Clarke. He explains that the focus for an 
engineer shifts from car performance 
towards helping the driver exploit their 
potential by “picking one or two points 
around the lap where you can find a big 
chunk of time rather than the minute detail”. 

“When you strap an Am driver into a car, 

you're taking them massively outside their 
comfort zone,” says Clarke. “Their eyes 
are on stalks and everything can become 
a complete overload. So the biggest thing 
is getting the basics right. That means 
being able to work in traffic, being able 
to drive in different track conditions 
and then nailing the brake application, 
throttle application, smooth steering. 


ee 


motorsp 
IMAGES 


Cae o 
i we 
a yu 
"i 


> 


Pag os. 
Ny = Fh res X 
‘ ve) , 
SAYee! ds Waly oheavi 
ON Shanthi he diatbe SIMA 
peg: i. : hy 


LOFTHOUSE 


TF Sport engineer Clarke wants 
Ams to get the basics nailed 


West (left) says a good coach 
has to be willing to compromise 


‘You have to put into perspective each individual 
Am driver and tailor your programme to them” 


“Tt’s not about necessarily carrying two 
or three kilometres through a high-speed 
corner because that will only gain you a 
fraction of a second. It’s about preparing 
the car properly in the low and medium- 
speed corners where you can gain half a 
second just with basic driving technique.’ 

Millroy explains that laying a solid 
foundation of understanding “that is 
totally transferrable”, rather than simply 
giving instructions that will “only help in 
that car, on that day, in those conditions, 
that tyre-life, that fuel-load”, has allowed 
Iribe to “work things out for himself”. 

“T’d say 95% of the focus with Brendan is 
on his technique, getting him to understand 
that what he’s doing with the pedals affects 


> 


the balance and the weight transfer,” says 
Millroy. “If he gets a little bit of understeer 
somewhere, he will now trail the brakes a bit 
longer to try to keep the weight on the nose.” 

These basic principles apply regardless 
of what car an amateur driver is put in. But 
while West has raced lots of different cars, 
including an LMP2 Ligier in the Asian 
Le Mans Series, he believes it’s most 
beneficial for drivers starting out to 
“stick to one car and get used to it”. 

“Tn the first couple of years there’s so 
much going on occupying your brain,” says 
West, who switched to Pro-Am racing in the 
GT Open series in 2016. “You’re trying to 
learn the tracks, understand the car, get 
used to racecraft, all of that. Everything 


from how the car behaves to simple things 
like the steering wheel, it’s just easier being 
in a familiar environment so you can reduce 
how much of your brainpower you need 

to be focusing on surviving rather than 
getting better at driving.” 

GT3 cars have myriad traction control 
settings, plus anti-lock braking systems, 
that Millroy says “help the Ams to get up 
to speed very quickly and keep them out 
of trouble a lot of the time”. But for drivers 
looking to push on, learning to optimise 
the driver aids is vital. 

“You do definitely need to use them,” 
says Millroy. “The tools are so advanced 
that it’s a skill now learning how to use 
ABS and traction control properly. On the 
McLaren, we use the traction control a lot 
and you change it throughout the tyre life. 
As Brendan has developed his feel for a car, 
he can tune those systems to how he wants 
them based on the track grip level, the 
tyre life and stuff like that.” 


MATCH UP PERSONALITIES, 
ACCEPT COMPROMISES 
This advice is all well and good. But 
the chemistry between a Pro driver and 
an Am driver isn’t something that can be 
taught. It’s either there or it’s not. “Those 
relationships aren’t always going to work,” 
Millroy says. “You can have the best coach 
in the world but if the personalities don’t 
fit with the Am, you’re never going to 
get the best out of each other.” 

Lemmer adds: “Am drivers have got 
strong personalities, and it’s important 
that you have a Pro driver that you can 
match the personality to complement that.” 

In all cases, the assigned Pro has to be 
willing to enact the necessary compromises 


to make their co-driver faster and achieve 
the lowest possible average lap time. This 
means sacrificing their own practice time 

— and therefore understanding of the tyre’s 
peak performance window — to give their 
Am driver more seat-time. As a result, the 
Pro is largely reacting in the few laps they 
do get and with a car set-up designed to 
inspire confidence from the Am — which 

is therefore slower in the Pro’s hands. As 
Lemmer puts it, “everything is based around 
the Am and the Pro is just there to do a job”. 

“A good Pro in Pro-Am will realise that 
the ideal set-up is probably one where he’s 
going to be two tenths of a second per lap 
slower than he would ideally like,” West 
says, “but it would be a set-up where I’m 
half a second per lap quicker than with 
his ideal set-up.” 

Pro drivers working with an Am therefore 
have different priorities when giving 
feedback to the engineers. “I’ve got to think 
— is that quicker? Yes, it’s probably a couple 
of tenths quicker, but is Brendan going to 
struggle with that?” says Millroy. “You 
make compromises for yourself as well. 

I have to split my time and my mental 
capacity over the race weekend between 


Finding Pro drivers that gel with the Am’s 
personality has been key for Lemmer (l) 
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my own performance in the car and, 
most importantly, Brendan’s.” 

The fact that, like Iribe, Millroy was 
a Le Mans rookie last year didn’t change 
that focus. He says it’s important as a Pro 
to manage expectations and “stay totally 
focused on your own programme”, rather 
than worrying about comparing to others. 

“T just try to be realistic about it,” he says. 
“The race result is going to be dictated by 
the average pace of the three of us over the 
whole race, so you have to make decisions 
to balance that as well as possible, put 
your ego as a racing driver to one side 
and fully understand your role.” 

West singles out Jonny Adam and Come 
Ledogar as the best Pro drivers he’s worked 
with because of their aptitude for coaching. 
He says amateurs derive the most benefit 
when their co-driver “gets satisfaction 
out of helping the Am get better”. 

“Td rather have someone that’s interested 
in the coaching aspect rather than 
somebody who might be a tenth or two 
quicker that has no interest in coaching,” 
he says. “Yes, they might get you a pole, 
but that’s not going to win you the race.” 

Effective communication is a vital 


component of any Pro-Am relationship. 
Millroy has spent several years honing his 
ability to translate feedback “into how your 
Am thinks, and for it to make sense to them 
so that they can put that into practice”. 

“Fundamentally that comes from 
understanding how your Am’s brain 
works when they’re in the car,” he says. 

Being constructive in criticism is equally 
essential. As West puts it, “not everybody 
is born to be a teacher or a coach”. 

“T don’t mind the Pro telling me, ‘That 
was shit’,” he says. “But if he stops there, 
then it’s not very helpful. We’re all grown- 
ups, I can take criticism and I can see every 
single lap that I’m not as quick. I want to 
know, ‘What can I do to narrow that gap?’ 
For lack of a better word, it’s a job that 
you're trying to do and you're trying 
to be as good as possible at it.” @ 


31 MARCH 2022 PERFORMANCE [fq 


PERFORMANCE 


THE UNEXPECTED COMEBACK OF A 


BIKE LEGEND 


Wayne Rainey, who’s paralysed from the chest down, will ride his 1992 bike again at Goodwood 


ayne, you're basically f*****, 
but the best thing you can do 
is to get back out there and 
do what you love to do, and 
that’s racing.” These were 
the words the late Sir Frank Williams 

said to three-time 500cc world motorcycle 
champion Wayne Rainey in late 1993 when 
the American hero was in the early stages 
of recovery from the Misano accident that 
ended his career and left him paralysed 
from the chest down. 

Rainey had dominated the premier class 
from 1990 to 1992, with three straight 
championships, and was battling arch-rival 
Kevin Schwantz for the 1993 title. Leading 
that fateful Misano race, Rainey crashed 
exiting the first corner and suffered 
life-changing spinal injuries. 

Williams had gone through his own 
life-changing accident in 1986, when a 
road crash left him as a quadriplegic. Upon 
hearing the news of Rainey’s incident, 
Williams was keen to meet the Californian, 
and did so three weeks into his treatment 
at a rehab facility after six weeks in 
hospital. That’s when Williams, who 
died last November, offered that piece of 
encouragement, which Rainey revealed to 
Autosport for a tribute to the late Formula 1 
legend. That, and observing how Williams 
carried himself in his wheelchair, proved 
a pivotal moment for Rainey. He checked 


IW 


GOLD AND GOOSE 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


EE] PERFORMANCE 31 MARCH 2022 


LEWIS DUNCAN 


out of the rehab facility the week after his 
meeting with Williams — he’d originally 
been scheduled to be there for at least 
two months — “and never looked back”. 

Rainey did get back to the thing he 
loved, taking on a managerial role with 
Yamaha’s 500cc team from 1994 to 1998 
before retiring. Nowadays, he helms the 
MotoAmerica series in the US, which 
has brought about the revival of the 
AMA Superbike Championship and — 
with Dorna Sports backing — has helped 
get top US talents into the MotoGP 
and World Superbike paddocks. 

But while Rainey did get back to racing 
and has become an instrumental figure in 
US motorsport, he hasn’t ridden a grand 
prix bike since his accident. “When I was 
in hospital, one of the thoughts I had to get 
through the day was trying to figure out a 
way to get back on a GP bike. But as time 
passed that thought diminished,” he tells 
us in a conversation prompted by the 
announcement that Rainey will ride 
his 1992 title-winning Yamaha YZR500 
at this year’s Goodwood Festival of 
Speed, set to take place on 23-26 June. 

While the news came somewhat out 
of the blue, the reality is — as with many 
things — that it’s been three years in the 
making due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The original idea was for Rainey to ride his 
1990 bike in 2020, and when that couldn’t 


Rainey in his pomp, 
1992 Malaysian GP 


R1 used for 2019 Suzuka display 
adapted with hand gearshift 


happen the hope was for him to be able to 
ride his 1991 Yamaha the following year, 
but a scheduling conflict got in the way. 
The dream was first sparked when Rainey 
rode a modified Yamaha R1 Superbike at 
Suzuka in 2019 in a display that also 
featured fellow American bike GP icons 
Eddie Lawson and Kenny Roberts Sr. 
Logistically, the effort behind Rainey’s 
500cc return at Goodwood has been a 
globe-spanning affair largely orchestrated 
by current Yamaha MotoGP boss Lin Jarvis. 
While helping guide Fabio Quartararo to 
the 2021 MotoGP title, Jarvis was also 
greasing the wheels at Yamaha in Japan 
to get the Rainey project off the ground. 
“Lin has been very instrumental,” adds 
Rainey. “You know, a lot of this started 
happening in the middle of last year when 
all this started getting serious. He was able 
to get the wheels turning over there and 
answer a lot of the questions that needed 
to be answered from both our side and 
Yamaha side and also Goodwood side. So 
I think Lin saw the enthusiasm that this 
could possibly bring. And he thought it 
would be a cool idea as well to try to make 
this happen for both myself and Yamaha.” 
One of Rainey’s old mechanics, Howard 
Gregory, will work on the YZR500 at 
Goodwood, with crack road racing team 
and multiple Isle of Man TT winners 
Clive Padgett’s crew also involved. ® 
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RAINEY AT GOODWOOD 


Suzuka outing 
sparked plan to 


ride GP bike at FoS 
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Normal business resumes covering all of the UK/EU major 
circuits and with a selection of Caterhams to suit the 
beginner through to the experienced race driver. 

Not just your average track day company. 


WWW.BOSS-RACING.CO.UK | OLIN@BOSS-RACING.CO.UK 


+ Your professional race test - 
guaranteed limited number of starters 


+ Exclusively for professional motorsport teams 
and race drivers with experience and racing licenses 


+ Second driver on registered car included 
+ Timekeeping included 


INFO & BOOKING 
GEDLICH-RACING.COM 


RACETEST@GEDLICH-RACING.COM 


While Rainey owned his other two 
championship bikes, the 1992 machine 
was in Yamaha’s possession at its museum. 
Initially it was reticent for the project to 
go ahead because it was worried about the 
costs involved, since the 30-year-old bike 
was thought to have needed new parts 
developed and machined for it. But the bike 
was in better shape than originally feared, 
according to Rainey, and Yamaha has “just 


enough parts” to see it through. 

Of course, the YZR500 was never 
designed to be ridden by someone with 
Rainey’s injuries. As with the R1 he has 
ridden, the YZR500 will have an electric 
gearshift added so he can go through the 
transmission with his hands. The carbon 
brakes have been swapped for steel discs, 
because those don’t require as much force 
to get up to temperature. On top of that, 
his footpegs will be more like bicycle 
clip-ons and the material of the seat, 
to which he will be strapped, will be 
changed to something with more grip 
to counteract the fact that Rainey has no 
feeling in his lower body. Some padding will 
be added to the fuel tank “that I can lean 
against because really the only thing I can 
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kind of feel the bike through is my hands”. 

Rainey admits that this adapted way of 
riding is “a strange sensation”, but he 
will get some test time on the bike during 
the week before the FoS, either on the 
hillclimb or at the Goodwood circuit, 
orchestrated by the Duke of Richmond. 

Rainey has never been to Goodwood 
before, so his first visit will be an 
immensely emotional affair. And it’s not 
one he’s taking lightly: “I’ve actually started 
training, I’ve got an Ohvale minibike and I’m 
going to ride a couple of other bikes just to 
get the balance part down because it’s such 
an odd feeling. I want to be prepared.” 

The personal significance of this moment 
is not lost on Rainey. Even after his Suzuka 
run, he didn’t think that riding a GP bike 


again was possible. But with determination 
from himself and Yamaha, and advances in 
technology, he will turn back the clock in a 
display that will inspire many like him in 
the way Williams did to him back in 1993. 

“To be able to pull this off with all those 
incredible people behind it and being able 
to do this with my family too... My son 
Rex is gonna be there. He’s 29 years old, 
and he was just 10 months old when I 
stopped. So, he’s never heard a GP bike, 
certainly he’s never seen me ride one. So, 
this will be his first experience there. 

“T think I’m going to have a lot of friends 
showing up and there’s certainly going to 
be a lot of fans. That’ll be fun to see. So, 

I think I think it’s going to be a cool, 
cool event for everybody.” 


MG ZR 160 


There’s a multitude of tin-tops that you can go racing in but 
one of the cheapest to run is the MG ZR 160 used in Class C 
of the MG Trophy. Here’s what you need to know about it 


here is a vast array of 
cars and championships 
in club motorsport that are 
portrayed as being entry- 
level introductions to the 
sport. But not all of them are as basic as 
they first appear and the machines instead 
require a raft of repurposing to make them 
fit for the race track. The MG ZR 160s that 
form Class C of the MG Car Club’s MG 
Trophy Championship do not fall into this 
category, however. Instead, the regulations 
have been specifically designed to ensure 
that this division is as accessible and 
cost-effective as possible and is an 
ideal starting place for those just 
beginning their racing journey. 
“The 160 class essentially 
is just a road car with the 
interior stripped out,” 
explains Dan Surridge, 
who has worked on ZRs for 
decades having originally 
been an engineer with MG 
Sport & Racing, running 
the cars nationally and 
internationally before the 
company went bust. “The 
whole point of the 160 class 
was to keep it as simple as 
we can. People talk about 
buying a car, taking out the 
seats and going racing and, 
in this case, it’s exactly that. 
They’re an incredibly cheap 
car — what’s expensive 
with an MG is very cheap 
[compared] with other manufacturers.” 
Doug Cole — a long-time MG Trophy 
competitor, who has also built scores 
of ZRs and runs several under the DC 
Motorsport banner — adds: “It’s almost 
a turn-key car. Apart from the tracking 
and tyre pressures, there’s not a lot you 
can do — it’s really tightly controlled.” 
The championship features double- 
header sprint contests at six MGCC events 
and incorporates three distinct classes, 
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with Class A being for the fastest ZRs on 
slick tyres, while Class C has the most 
standard machines. Cole — who has 
recently started working for the Mercedes 
Formula 1 team as it expands into yacht 
competition with an America’s Cup entry 
— describes the MG Trophy’s racing as 
being “really close and fun”. “You will 
struggle to find anywhere else where 

you can race and have fun for the 

money we pay,” he says. 

When looking to race a ZR, one of the 
first decisions to take is whether to build 
anew car or buy an existing ready-to-go 
Class C machine. “If you want to buy a 
second-hand car, there’s plenty for sale,” 
says Cole. “You’ve got to be budgeting for 
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anew clutch plate and new wheel bearings, 
and an engine and gearbox refresh because 
that will stand you in good stead for the 
whole season.” If going down the route of 
buying a car already made for the series, 
Cole estimates it would cost between 
£4000 and £4500, or £3500-£4000 
for a “bargain basement” one. 

He adds that if “you’re fairly 
mechanically minded”, you can run the car 
yourself and reckons that, including entry 
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fees, it can be done for £3500 for a season. 
And this value would be even less for those 
aged under 25, as they receive discounted 
entry fees and club registration. But, with 
a few more tyres and a couple of trackdays 
— Cole advises these as being more useful 
than costlier test days as there is potential 
to complete far more mileage — then it is 
around the £5000 mark. However, he adds: 
“Most people sidle up to a team and most 
of them charge £160-£180 a day.” 
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Alternatively, donor cars can be picked 
up cheaply and the required engines and 
gearboxes are widely available. Most of the 
expense instead comes from installing the 
mandatory safety equipment, such as the 
roll cage, seatbelts and fire extinguisher. 
Relatively few modifications are permitted, 
with the addition of polybushes to the 
suspension one of the small number 
of changes allowed. 

But, even though the car is very close 
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to road-going specification, there are still 
a few key points worth bearing in mind 
when looking to run one for the first time. 
“They’re a really easy car to work on,” says 
Surridge, whose CMC Motorsport concern 
builds and runs ZRs as well as supplying 
a number of control parts for the MG 
Trophy. “They’re quite simple and, once 
you know their foibles and know how to get 
around them, they’re a good clubman car.” 
One such foible can be a problematic 


: HAMPeI IM SFI FP 


ar « feslo 


ZR 160 is the 
basis of Class C 
of MG Trophy 


head gasket on the 1.8-litre K-Series engine 
used in the 160s (see overleaf). “That can 
be pretty much eliminated by having the 
engine built carefully using the correct 
gasket and correct practices,” continues 
Surridge. “What was once thought of as a 
ticking timebomb, that’s not now the case. 
These engines are quite simple and, with 
a bit of mechanical knowledge, people can 
build them in a shed as long as they know 
what they’re doing. There’s lots of guides 
on the internet and there’s lots of 
information from reliable sources.” 

Cole also advises keeping a close eye on 
wheel bearings and recommends replacing 
them every three meetings. But, similar 
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to any other car, he says preparation is key 
: ~ BG SRM S aise — suggesting between two and four hours 
ae F popular in rallying i ; ‘ . 
egy at S is spent in the build-up to a race meeting 
; aspect aa (ee Uy \ to ensure everything is in good working 
ae Se ‘s ; : 
‘ order. “They’re very simple to run and 
a ‘ it’s all down to preparation,” he says. 
a> — ; > “Some people will leave the car on the 
<< <i Se = trailer and go to the event and wonder 
why it doesn’t start. You’ve still got to 
do regular checks and run good oil.” 
Once they have mastered the basics, 
many drivers soon progress up from Class 
C to the ZR 170s of Class B. “The 170 class 
is a similar engine with better suspension 
and more performance parts,” explains 
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GEARBOX 


Astandard gearbox supplied by CMC Motorsport is used for Class C, which Cole 
describes as being “completely bulletproof”, in order to keep costs down. “I build 
all of the gearboxes for the MG Trophy because they’re sealed gearboxes and it 


stops people messing around bringing in different ratios and stops the costs going 
up,” explains Surridge. “I then seal them and everyone is racing with the same 
gearbox. They will last two, three or four years without needing to be rebuilt - 

and they’re not hugely expensive to build and refresh.” 


TYRES 


There is a choice of tyre 
supplier in Class C with 
drivers using treaded 
race rubber. Dunlop 
Direzzas have 
traditionally been used, 


but these will no longer 

be accepted from next 

year, with competitors 

either using Toyo Proxes 

or - from the end of 

this season onwards - 

Yokohama Advan tyres. 
This is another L 

example of an area ; — 

where the MG Trophy’s € INP 

regulations have Wutos 

evolved over the years 

as Class C originally 

featured road tyres. But Drylining 

Cole says this meant the 

160s “were a lot slower 

than the other classes 

and the closing speeds 

were too large”, so race 


tyres were mandated. 
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Surridge, while the main increase in 
running costs comes from a tendency 

for drivers to use more new tyres during 

a season. Some convert their 160 into 
170-spec, while others opt to sell and buy 
anew car already tailored to Class B. Either 
way, there is a clear route by which drivers 
can progress onto faster and more modified 
machinery without breaking the bank and 
while continuing in a friendly paddock 

— “we’re all enemies on track but off-track 
we all help each other out,” says Cole. A 
perfect example of what is possible came 
in the Brands Hatch opener earlier this 
month, when Matt Harvey won Class C 
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on his debut in a car he runs alongside two 


fellow motorsport engineering students. 
But it is not just on the circuits that the 
MG ZR provides a cost-effective entry 
to motorsport, it is also ideally suited to 
a variety of different disciplines. “The 
1.4-litre cars are really popular in Targa 
rallying and road rallying — at the 
grassroots of rallying,” states Surridge. 
“There’s still lots in stage rallying. You 
can almost take a race car, change the 
spring rates to something a little softer, 
put a second seat in, build some guards 
on it and go Tarmac rallying. It shows 
the flexibility and versatility of them. 


The standard road-going suspension is used 
in the ZR 160s but this is one of the few areas 
where a limited number of modifications 
are allowed. Polybushes can be fitted, 

while lowering springs - supplied by 

CMC - can also be used. 

“Originally, they ran completely standard 
springs and suspension but, once you’ve 
removed all the seats and weight, the cars 
looked like they were on stilts!” admits 
Surridge, who adds the only changes to a 
standard road-going car have been made 
based on experience and to improve reliability. 
“The Trophy allowed lowering springs to be 
fitted to allow them to come down to amore 
sensible rideheight.” If a driver progresses up 
to the 170s of Class B, two-way adjustable 
suspension is then permitted. 


On any given weekend, there will be 
people in ZRs rallying, racing, sprinting 
or hillclimbing because they’re cheap to 
maintain and, on the whole, quite reliable. 
They handle very well and are very easy 
to drive quite quickly.” 

That versatility perfectly underlines why 
the ZR continues to be popular some 17 
years after production ended. “You could 
have as much money as you like but you 
wouldn’t make the car any faster because 
everything is so standard,” concludes 
Surridge of the 160 versions. And, when 
competing in a true entry-level category, 
that is exactly what you want to hear. 


The entry-level Class C of the MG Trophy for 
the ZR 160s features the 1.8-litre K-Series 
motor. Cole stresses, when buying a car, 
“you have to try and get one with a good 
engine or get an engine built”. 

Problems with the powertrain can 
occur but these are easily avoided with 
alittle extra initial investment. “We 
recommend rebuilding every three years 
and only rarely do we need to put new 
parts in,” explains Surridge, whose CMC 
Motorsport concern builds engines 
along with a variety of other parts. 

“People who are just getting into 
racing can go out and havea race. The 
last thing you want is for the car to break 
down all the time because you won’t 
get any [racing] experience.” 
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Motorsport’s Diagnostic Mind | 


Theraison d’etre of motorsportis to extract the optimal performance from every 
singleelement. Butin the relentless quest for lap time gains, the untapped potential 
intheteam’s human performance has historically often been overlooked. Thisis 
where Gemma Fisher comesin. 

Human Performance Consultant Osteopath Fisher heads up Formula Health, 
anintegrated medical clinic based near Reading in Berkshire that’s open toa wide 
range of patients, from newborns tothe elderly. Butit specialises in helping 
motorsport professionalsto achieve their health, fitness and cognitive goals - 
thereby outperformingthe opposition. 

“You can have the most technologically advanced wing ofthe carfroman 
aerodynamic perspective,” shesays, “butifthe person building these complex 
structures trackside is chronically sleep-deprived orstruggling with acute pain, 
they won’t be performing at their best. Performance gains lie within reducing 
the risk of errors by investingin the health of individuals.” 

Fisher started out working as a personaltrainer and in emergency medicine, 
beforestudying Osteopathy, Psychologyand Nutritional Therapy. Combining this 
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multidisciplinary approach with thetypical musculoskeletal aspect of Osteopathy 
-the manipulation of jointsand restoration of soft tissue structures - has enabled 
Fisher “to take the term holistic to another level”. 

“Wetake into accountall ofthe differentsystems that playa partin your daily life 
as wellas athletic performance, from neurologicaland cognitive function to gut 
health, to musculoskeletal conditioning,” explains Fisher, who coaches members of 
F1’stravelling personnel on jetlag management and nutrition alongside providing 
thetraditional suite of Osteopathic treatments and exercise rehabilitation. 

Her first motorsport involvement came with Aston Martin in theWorld 
Endurance Championship, before being recommended by Bruno Senna and his 
trainer to the Williams Formula 1team. There she was given a broad remit of 
revolutionising pitstop analysis and pitcrew training, changing F1’s broadly 
reactive modelto a strategically planned, data-informed, refined procedure. 
This process, Fisher says, has been “a bit ofa Pandora’s Box. We were just 
opening the lid ofthe new era of this human-machine spectacle at the 
beginning of the extensive pitstop analysis that you see today.” 

Herwork with Williams yielded a world record forthe fastest-ever pitstop 
in2016 and Fisher has subsequently been head-hunted to consultant on 
human performance with a primary focus on F1 pitstops. Since Fisher joined 
Alfa Romeo’s F1 team, their pitstops have been among the top two improved 
teams inthe paddock, led by her direct work with the pitcrew and guiding 
in-house equipment modifications. 

“Being the driving force behind radically changing howateam approaches 
something critical to on-track performance makes you feel proud when you 
see it come together,” she says. “And the results speak for themselves.” 

Frominterpreting MRI scans and treating pitcrew with acupuncture needles, 
to taking wheelguns apart and defining sensor placement for optimised pitstop 
analysis, Fisher’s role with Alfa goes far beyond that of atypical Osteopath. Yet this 
unique combination, she says, isthe logical result of applying her “diagnostic 
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Use the code: 
AUTOSPORTDNA 


mindset”. Accustomed to investigating the root cause of a patient’s 
symptoms and treating the issue, Fisher applies the same problem- 
solving process to various applications. “You just have to know each 
elementinside out,” shesays. 

Implementing time-saving and efficient technology doesn’t stop 
atthe pitstop equipment. In 2021, Fisher introduced nutrigenetic 
analysis to the entire Alfa team. This “ground-breaking” tool allows 
individuals to be better educated about their bodies and adopt 
bespoke, achievable action plans tailored to their DNA. 

Theimproved preparation and conditioning that results from this knowledge 
removes the need fortrial-and-error diets, shines the spotlight on chronic 
symptoms and identifies genetic predispositions toa wide range of vitamin 
deficiencies and potential conditions. Empowering individuals with these insights 
allows them to maketransformative changes to their health and wellbeing. Fisher 
explains: “Ifyou understand what’s going onin your body and why, you know 
what needs addressing. With the support of the Formula Health team via remote 
consultations, we can guide youthrough howyou can implement the necessary 
changes to achieve your health and fitness goals.” 

DNA test results are displayed ina user-friendly formatin Formula Health’s app, 
with detailed explanations, recipe ideas and supplement suggestions provided 
in accordance with the individual’s genetic requirements. 

“You can’t get more bespoke than your own DNA,’ says Fisher. “The best 
part about this form of analysis is that we can guide ourclients no matter 
what their profession or health status to take preventative action before 
they experience potential healthissues or endure a detrimentalimpact 


on whatever ‘human performance’ means forthem.” 

This use of analysis also allows Formula Health “to help more people, notjust 
thoseabletovisitusin ourclinicorconfined tothe elite world of F1”, Fisher explains. 
Genetic kits can be delivered worldwide, users simply download and register on 
the app, takeasalivasample and thensend it inthe post to Formula Health’s lab. 

“Ifyouselect the option fora follow-up consultation, wethen gothrough afull 
medical case history with you remotely,” adds Fisher, “and guide you through 
your results and personalised action plan.” 

Fisheris ona mission toimprove access to proactive integrated health 
modalities, nowthat advancesin medicaltechnology allow usto be better informed 
aboutthe impact of lifestyle decisions, andthe opportunities such insights create 
to improve daily performanceregardless ofan individual’s life stage or fitness level. 

Formula Health has an extensive team of professionals based atits clinic, 
whichis visited from all over the world by athletes, CEOs and entrepreneurs 
whoappreciate the company’s forward-thinking approachand comprehensive 
services. Whynot reach outto Formula Health and see how they can help get 
your performance ontrack? 


10% Discount on all DNA products, including kit and consultation package, 


visit www.formulahealth.co.uk and use the code: AUTOSPORTDNA 
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HOW TO BECOME A E 
MOTORSPORT VOLUNTEER 


If you don’t have the funds or time to compete, there are plenty of other ways 


to get involved in motorsport that don’t break the bank 


t’s a cliche that volunteers are 
the lifeblood of motorsport. 
But, given the plethora of 
roles undertaken by those 
giving up their time for free 
to enable the sport to take place safely, 
it’s also a statement that is undeniably 
true. With a new season just beginning, 
now is the perfect time to get involved. 
Perhaps the most obvious route to 
joining the vital volunteer motorsport 
army is as a marshal. The men and women 
in orange undertake a range of tasks aside 
from the most visible of retrieving crashed 
or broken-down cars from the track or 
stage. Other types of marshal include 
pit marshals — who assist on the rare 
occasions there is an incident in the 
pitlane as well as monitoring the drivers’ 
speed — and paddock marshals, who 
oversee sites such as the assembly area. 
Administrative marshals also work behind 
the scenes, for example communicating 
between those on marshal posts and the 


The volunteers in race 
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clerk of the course in charge of the circuit. 

Anyone can become a marshal and those 
interested in doing so should join a club 
(see below), and a good first step is to 
undertake a taster day, allowing you to 
experience first-hand the different tasks 
a marshal may carry out. The coronavirus 
pandemic restrictions made it impossible 
for new marshals to be recruited but, now 
that these have been lifted, taster days 
and training can be held once more. 

But becoming a marshal is far from 
the only way to volunteer in motorsport. 
COVID-19 meant the traditional pre-event 
scrutineering process was scrapped and 
replaced with a system of self-declarations 
and spot checks. Now — except for clubs 
taking part in a trial whereby 25% of cars 
are scrutineered — the old system is back 
in place for 2022, meaning plenty of work 
for scrutineers to perform checks on 
every competing car. 

New scrutineer recruits are therefore 
needed and those seeking to get involved 
can learn more 
by applying to 
governing body 
Motorsport UK, 
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Motorsport UK volunteering 
British Automobile Racing Club officials and marshals 
British Racing and Sports Car Club marshalling 


MotorSportVision Racing marshalling 


where they will be given a starter pack and 
can begin training. You do not necessarily 
need to be an experienced mechanic to be 
a scrutineer, just some knowledge of how 
cars operate and a willingness to learn. 

Similarly, timekeepers, clerks of the 
course and stewards are other roles 
performed by volunteers. Even in these 
days of modern technology, timekeepers 
are still essential to ensure that results 
are recorded and logged correctly, while 
the judicial roles carried out by clerks and 
stewards help maintain fairness for all. 

A great introduction to these positions 
can come from shadowing an experienced 
official. Full training is given and trainees 
can then progress up the ranks, with the 
most demanding roles going to those 
of the highest grades. 

Some of the larger clubs will also be on 
the lookout for secretaries of the meeting, 
who will be tasked with ensuring that an 
event runs smoothly and liaising with the 
clerks on how best to handle any delays. 

Without sufficient numbers of any 
of these volunteers, motorsport cannot 
take place safely. And that makes getting 
involved in this way so rewarding. @ 


USEFUL WEBSITES 


CLUBSAND ORGANISATIONS 
British Motorsports Marshals Club 
British Rally Marshals Club 


WEBSITES 


motorsportuk.org/volunteers 


brscc.co.uk/marshalling 
msvracing.com/cars/marshalling| 


OPEN PITLANE TRACKDAY 


ENTRY PRICE: 9956 


DRIVE WITH YOUR OWN CAR 
RENT A TRACK GAR TO DRIVE 
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